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VI PREFACE. 

those who read these pages, that he with 
them may find mercy at that Day ; nor can 
he refrain from adding the following words 
as his own prayer for himself and for them : 

O Lord Jesus Christ, whatever I have 
written of Thine may Thy people receive 
it ; Whatever of mine own, do Thou pardon 
it, and Thy people also. Amen. 

Chantey, 

October 25th, 1864. 
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SERMON I. 



(Preached on the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity, 1861. J 



"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ? 

" If any man defile the temple of God, him shall Otod 
destroy ; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are." — 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 

The great store which the Church has ever 
set upon the Sacred Writings of the Inspired 
Apostles is ftdly justified to her members in 
the patience, and comfort, and hope, which 
each has found therein. We all believe that 
^^ Holy Scripture containeth all things neces- 
sary K)r salvation ;" and the Church, as " the 
witaiess and keeper of Holy Writ," requires 
from all who seek the office of the Priesthood 
an assurance that they are "persuaded that 
the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all 
doctrine required of necessity for eternal sal- 
vation through faith in Jesus Christ ; — ^that 
they are determined out of the said Scriptures 
to instruct the people committed to their 
charge ; — ^and that they will teach nothing as 
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tequiied of necesraty to eternal galyatioii, but 
that ^wliich they shall be perBoaded may be 
conduded and proved by Ibe Scriptmes. 

Yet it is not inoansistrait nitii our certain- 
ty , or ivith our gratitude, to feel regret, and 
perhaps surprise, at certain remaikable omis- 
sions. Within ihe period of those tiiirty-five 
years, the history of 'which is, nith more or 
less of circumstance, contained in tbe books 
of the New Testament, the Church of Christ 
was founded, its truths were preadhed in all 
the known world,* himdreds of tliousands of 
Jews and Gentiles had been converted, bap- 
tized, instructed, and built up into tiie know- 
ledge, £dth, love, and obedience of their 
Saviour CSirist. In the Holy Gioqids we 
possess the gracious words of Ine Lord Jesus, 
His public sermons. His private explanations, 
His invitations and rebukes, by vdiich He 
drew His own unto Him, and prq»red the 
Jewish nation for the full preaching of His 
GospeL In the book of Ibe Acts of tbe 
Apostles we possess their sermons, by whidi 
they converted first the Jews, and then the 
G^ntil^ to the &ith and obedience of Chiist 
Their manner of preaching, and their mode 
of persuasion, were adapted to these diffsrent 
classes of hearers. The arguments in which 
St. Peter appeals to the reason and conscience 
of the Jew are viridely different firom those in 
which St. Paul addresses the polished, and 

iS; lTlieK.i& 
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over-ieligioiis Atli^uan, or the barbarous 
people of the cities of Lycaonia. We cannot 
read these sermons without deep iaterest* 
They supply perfect models to those who 
may be called upon to argue with the Jew, 
or to preach the gospel of the True Gk>d 
among heathens, whether of the highest 
civilization, or the most d^raded barbarism. 
But, — we camiot forbear to ask, — where is 
the model for the Christian preacher ? There 
nmst haye been many sermons addressed to 
believing congregations from the lips of the 
Inspired Apostles and Teachers. St. Peter's 
bunung eloquence, and St. Paul's earnest 
zeal, were not without ready listeners. St. 
Paul in the only sermon which the New 
Testament contains of those addressed to 
CShristians, — and this, it may be remarked, 
is addressed to the Clergy ovlvj and not to 
the whole congr^ation,— St. Paul there re- 
minds the dders of the Church at Ephesus 
that by the spaee of tiiree years he '^ ceased 
not to warn every one nignt and day with 
tears;" that he had "shewed them every- 
tiiing that was profitable, teaching them pub- 
licly, and from house to house."^ St. Luke 
informs us tiiat mudi of this teaching was 
addressed exclusively to those who were al- 
ready believers; that the Apostle when at 
EphesQS had separated the disciples, in order 
ix> teach them without the interruption of 

b ju^ zz. 17— as s see ate AciB zxvm. dO« 31. 
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4 OUB TITLB TO SONSHIP. 

those who beKeved not.^ These sermons 
therefore were not converting sermons, but 
such as might make ^^ the man of God per* 
feet, thoroughly Aimished unta all good 
works."^ We know on indisputable authority 
that preaching, (of a less formal character 
probably than that .which is now in use 
among us\ commonly accompanied the cele- 
bration 01 the Holy Communion, which was 
the chief, if not the only, service of distinctly 
Christian worship on the Lord's day : — ^the 
Jewish converte at Jerusalem regularly at- 
tending the temple services ; all, to the num- 
ber of many thousands, being zealous for the 
Jewish law. We have an instance of this in 
St. Paul's long sermon preached at Troas, 
when upon the first day of the week the dis- 
ciples came together to break bread.® But 
we are left altogether at a loss in our specu- 
lations upon the style and manner of these 
sermons. We cannot find one which the 
Christian preacher can take as his model in 
addressing a congregation of believers in 
Christ. 

This is surely a loss. We should have 
preferred definite statements of doctrine, the 
very words of the Apostles themselves, to 
an/conclusions of our own, however le^ti- 
mately drawn. For it must be admitted that 
fer too many differences exist among Christ- 
ians, both upon vital points of Christian doc- 

AotB six. 9l a 2 Tim. iii. 17. e Acts zz. 7. 
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trine, and also upon the method of brmging 
that truth which all hold in common before 
the minds of men, and of winning to Christ 
the souls which He died to save. We might 
divide the preaching of the present day into 
two systems; of which, the one, looking 
chiefly into the future, addresses a whole 
congregation (or a whole congregation with 
few exceptions;, as not having yet received, 
and therefore as needing, the new birth, a 
vital union with Christ, and other blessings 
of His grace ; the other, looking back into 
the past, there sees the foundation laid for 
its persuasion and its argument in grace al- 
ready received in Holy Baptism; and ad- 
dresses all the baptized as answerable to God 
for grace received, as having once put on 
Christ,' as temples of God, and as liable to 
receive the greater damnation if they defile 
that temple, if, becoming reprobates, they 
put off Christ, and receive His grace in vain. 
It is by the will of the Eternal Wisdom 
that none of the sermons addressed by the 
Apostles to Christian congregations have 
come down to us at the hands of the inspired 
writers. We regret it, — ^humbly, — ^for we 
may not dispute the wisdom of that Holy 
Spirit Who reserves to Himself the means 
whereby He will guide His Church into all 
the truth. And we are thankful that the 
letters of the Apostles remain to us, by which 

f GaL iu. 27. B Eph. iv. 13. 
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6 OUR TITLE TO SONSHIP. 

we may hope to ascertain what they made the 
groiind of their teaching, and what argu- 
ments they reKed upon for preserving their 
Christian converts from falling away, and for 
bringing them into the perfect man, into the 
measure of the stature of the frdness of 
Christ.^ 

There are many words of the Lord Jesus 
which we may not shut out from our memo- 
ries in this inquiry. First in importance 
stand those which He addressed to Nicode- 
mus: *^ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
except a man be bom again ne cannot see 
the kingdom of Grod."^ How are we to ex- 
plain the omission of these words in all the 
Apostles' writings, and iu all the Apostles' 
sermons? Are they altogether omitted? 
Or is some precept to be found virtually con- 
taiiiing the same injunction ? And again, if 
such a precept is to be found, is it addressed 
to all ? Or to those who have not yet given 
proof of a thorough change of character, and 
conversion to God ? Or to those only who 
are separated by a broad, outward, and visi- 
ble, Ime of demarcation from others who 
have been already bom again ? 

I think it is undeniable that the Apostles 
never mention the necessity of the new birth 
in their writings to the^ Christian Churches. 
Why not ? What will justify their omission 
of these most important words, which declare 

g Eph. !▼. 18. ^ St. Jolm iii 8. 



CUB TITLE TO SONSHIP. 7 

the necessity of a new birth to all that would 
see the kingdom of God ? It can only be 
accounted for on the ground that those wnom 
they addressed had been already bom again. 
The Lord was speaking to Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews, one who as yet believed notj 
—one who had not yet been washed in " the 
washing of regeneration,"' — of the new birth, 
of which St. Paul writes in his Epistle to 
Titus. The Apostles, on the other hand, 
were writing to^ men who had long since 
made their public profession of belief, who, 
having been baptized, had received the 
washing of regeneration. In these respects, 
the position of the Christian converts differs 
from that of Nicodemus. Thus we find that 
while the Apostles never tell the baptized 
Christian that he must be bom again, — ^bom 
of water and the Spirit, — ^they address him 
as called to be a saint ; as sanctified in Christ 
Jesus ; as a saint and holy ;^ as having put 
on Christ in Baptism ;^ as being a temple of 
the Holy Grhost, Who dwells in his body ; as 
made a partaker of the Divine Nature f^ as 
quickened or made ahve with Christ by 
grace ;"" as having been saved, i.e.^ brought 
mto a state of salvation, by Baptism f as 
having been bom again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of 

i Titos iii. 5. '^ Boxnans i. 7; 1 Cor. i. 2 ; Philip i. S. 

1 Gal. iii. 27 5 1 Cor. iii. 16. m 2 Peter i. 4. 

n Ephes. i. 4, 5, 11 s 1 Peter i. 2 ; Ephee. ii. 5. o 1 Peter iii. 21. 



8 CUE TITLE TO SONSHIP. 

the living Grod, Which liveth and abideth 
for ever ; as predestinated unto the adbption 
of children by Jesus Christ to Himself ; as 
chosen in Him before the foundation of the 

« 

world ; as elect according to the foreknow- 
ledge of God the Father ; as having washed 
themselves clean, as having been sanctified 
and justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, 
and the Spirit of our Grod ; as having been 
justified by faith, and so possessing peace 
with God.^ There are no exceptions made, 
not even of the incestuous Corinthian, nor of 
those who in the Sacrament of the Holy 
Communion ate and drank judgment to 
themselves, not discerning the Lord's Body. 
There are no reservations, no limitations of 
these high titles and privileges. What, then, 
do they write to the professing Christian 
leading an ungodly life ? They bid him be 
renewed in the spirit of .his mind;^ they 
speak of godly sorrow working repentance ;' 
they complain that many have not repented 
of their imcleanness ;■ they exhort them that 
are perfect to restore the fallen ;* they remind 
all that Jesus Christ is in them, except they 
be reprobates;'^ they caution all, not to 
quench the Spirit,^ to take heed that they 
receive not the grace of God in vain.'' These 
expressions have no meaning and no force^ 

p 1 Fetor i. 23 ; 1 Cor. vi. 11. Compare Acts zxii. 16 ; Bom. y. 1. 

q Ephee. iv. 28. r 2 Cor. vii. 10. a 2 Cor. adi. 21. t Gal. vi. 1. 

« 2 Oor. xiii. 6. ▼ 1 Theee. v. 19. w 2 Cor. vL 1. 



OUB TITLE TO SONSHIP. 9 

uiiless the Apostles regarded all the Christ* 
ians to whom they wrote, as standing, all 
without exception, in the same relation to 
Grod, that is, as His sons, as already bom 
again, as having already experienced that 
change, whatever it be, which is signified 
in the Lord's words, " Except a man be bom 
again he cannot see the kingdom of Grod." 

It may fairly be asked, " What, then is the 
meaning of our Lord's words ; and how do 
thev bear upon the ApostW teaching?" 
Did the Apostles never say, as their Master 
said, to any one, that he must be bom again? 
Certainly they did so. And to the same 
class of persons ; to those who, like Nicode- 
mus, were not yet disciples. When Nicodemus 
wondered what the meaning of this mysteri- 
ous phrase might be, and inquired " How 
can a man be bom when he is old ? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb 
and be bom?" Jesus answered and said, 
unto him, ^^ Except a man be bom of water 
and the Spirit he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of Grod."* We do not find our Lord 
speaking in this manner to any who had 
been admitted into the number of His disci- 
ples. But when He gives His Apostles the com- 
mand to go into all the world, and preach the 
Oospel to every creature, then it is that He re- 
fers once more to water and the Spirit as 
connected with man's salvation, " baptizing 

X St. John ill. 4f 0. 
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them in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Grhost."^ Turn on a 
little way, and we see a multitude listening 
in rapt attention to St. Peter's sermon. 
Pricked in their heart they cry nnto Peter 
and the rest of the Apostles, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do ?" Then Peter 
said mito them, " Eepent, and be baptized 
every one of yon ia the Name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,"' Again, 
when Ananias came in unto Saul blinded, 
yet converted, and waiting to hear the Lord's 
will, he first restores his sight, and imme- 
diately adds, " And now why tarriest thou ? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
siBs."" In every instence it is the same. 
The Apostles in their practice, if not in so 
many words, repeat to all the Jews and the 
Gentiles who sought admission into the bene- 
fit of dirist's death, " Except a man be bom 
again, — ^be bom of water and the Spirit, — he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.'' 
They never say this to any who have already 
received Baptism. To the heathen and to 
the Jew they say, " Ye must be bom again." 
But to the baptized they write, "Ye must 
repent ; ye must be renewed ; ye must grow 
in grace, going on unto perfection. Be ye 
holy. Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spint of God dwelleth 

y St. Matthew zzviii. 19, > Acts ii. 37« 88* a Acts xxii. 16. 
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in you. If any man defile the temple of God, 
him shall Grod destroy, for the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are." That there 
is a, wide difference between the spoken words 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, and their written 
letters, we must admit. In their spoken 
words, their sermons to Jews and heathens^ 
they look forward to a future gift of grace 
which is to be sought by their hearers. 
In their letters to the -Christian Churches 
they look lack upon grace already given and 
received, reminding their disciples that they 
have received it, and are answerable for it. 
We account for this difference of expression 
by the difference made by Baptism in man^s 
position before God. In addressing heathen 
and imbaptized, we ought to take the spoken 
words of the Apostles, addressed to hea* 
then, as our models. In addressing Christ- 
ians we ought to take as our models the 
written words of the Apostles addressed to 
Christians; for the arguments which they 
used in their writings the same they must 
have used ia their preaching. 

We gather, therefore, from these differing 
modes of address, that there is a most im** 
portant difference made in Holy Scri{)tui!e 
between the imbaptized, and the baptized. 
We conclude that the Christian preacher may 
not address the baptized as needing to l>e 
bom again ; that he may not address the un- 
baptizw as if that change had already passed 
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over him. The teaching of the Church of 
Christ was Tmiform upon this point for fifteen 
hundred years. And Scriptural truth, as thus 
acknowledged by the wisdom of so many 
centuries, is embodied for us in our Church 
Catechism, which teaches us that the inward 
and spiritual grace of Baptism is a death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness; 
that therein we were made children of grace, 
made members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritora of the kmgdom of heaven, 
and brought into a state of salvation. We 
find similar expressions in the Office for Holy 
Baptism, in which the congregation " thank 
God that the baptized child is regenerate, 
and grafted into the body of Christ's Church," 
and make their prayer " that it may lead the 
rest of its life according to that beginning." 

This doctrine, which I have tried to prove 
to you as the doctrine of Holy Scripture, 
and of the whole Church, has been too hard 
for mair^ to believe. They have been o£Fended 
at it. They have confounded other phrases 
with that of "regeneration," or "the new 
birth," as if it were the same as conversion, 
and ftdl belief in Jesus Christ, and entire 
change of character and heart. There are 
several words which find a place in all reli- 
gious discussions, such as regeneration, con- 
version, sanctification, Justification, election, 
predestination, each oi them having their 
particular signification. Endless discussions 
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have resulted from the misuse of these terms* 
Many persons employ the term regeneration, 
or tne new birth, when they mean conver- 
sion. And ioamediately they accuse the 
Church of teaching that every baptized per- 
son is converted, truly changed in heart and 
character, serving God faithfiilly, inseparably 
united to Him in Christ, and secure of final 
salvation. The Church teaches nothing of 
the kind. She declares that the baptized 
have, by the working of God's Holy Spirit, 
been made partakers of the Christian nature^ 
and that they are therefore bound to manifest 
the Christian character. Does not this teach- 
ing correspond exactly with our Lord's own 
words to His disciples : ^^ I am the vine ; ye 
are the branches. Every branch in Me that 
beaieth not fruit My Fatter taketh away."" It 
is possible, for He has said it, that we may 
be in Christy branches in the true vine, and 
vet bear no fruit This is the case with every 
baptized person who is living in sin. The 
prodigal, although he had wasted his sub- 
stance in riotous living, was no less a son. 
Hear what God says to the rebellious Israel- 
ites : ^^ Of the Rock that begat thee thou art 
unmindful, and hast forgotten God that 
formed thee." Therefore God said : ^' they 
are a very froward generation ; cJMrm in 
whom is no faith.''^'^ And again: "I have 



b St. John XT. 2, 6. c Dent, zxxii. 18—20. 
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nourished and brought up children, and ihey 
have rebeUed against Me."* 

Children in whom is no Faith! What 
more awful condition can be imagined than 
this, when the Father is a heavenly Father, 
the children creatures of earth ? I cannot 
regard, that doctrine as likely to render men 
careless, or proud, or secure about their eter- 
nal salvation, which declares plainly that 
they are the temple of the living God, and 
that if they defile that temple, Grod will des- 
troy them. On the contrary, I must ever 
regard it as ' one most effectual in arousing 
them to a fear of a greater damnation, if 
they should make shipwreck of faith, and 
live in recklessness of unclean living. 

Passing on then firom the testimony of 
Holy Scripture, and of the whole Church, 
fi:om which our own Apostolic branch may 
never be separated, let us give a brief con- 
sideration to the working of the two systems 
of teaching. The one says to all men who 
do not experience certain feelings, and shew 
certain signs of acceptance and conversion, 
*^ Ye must be bom again." It says that be- 
fore such conversion they are not sons of 
Grod, that God is not their Fatlier, that they 
have not an interest in Christ. It preaches 
a God Who is apart from them. But how 
does this argument act upon the heart and 
upon the conscience? What inducements 

d 'Isaiah L 2. 
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does it oflfer to the sinner to put away his in* 
iqnity? He is, very often, attached to his 
fiia, and will go on in utter presumption and 
defiance of aU that is good, waiting for what 
he speaks of as an effectual call from God. 
It regards him, and teaches him to regard 
himself, as no nearer to God than the heathen 
who have never heard of God, as equally 
free fix)m responsibility for grace ^ven.« He 
is therefore led to believe that he is under no 
obligations to God beyond that which a ser- 
vant owes to a master, and will pay under 
the fear of punishment. 

Again ; how does tHs doctrine affect the 
anxious soul seeking earnestly after God? 
It leaves it in its suspense, uncertain whether 
it is a child of God or a child of the devil, 
doubtiDg whether God really loves it, whether 
He wills its salvation. It drives the soul 
back into itself, into self-contemplation,— 
not the healthy examination of conscience, but 
the excited aud delusive search afl^r feelings. 
It substitutes feeling for faith, until the soul, 
unless merciftJly guided into the way of 
humble feith and quiet obedience, is hurried 
into an awfiil presumption, or sinks down 
into a miserable despair. Who may tell the 
struggles of souls thus taught — weeping over 
their sins — ^prayinff for liffht and assurance' — 
grasping at a coiSfort wHcli they know not 
where to find — ^and, after wavering for a 

e See Ezek. zx. 82. 
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whUe in their choice, taking refuge in an un- 
satisfied beUef, or in any sect which truly or 
fiilsely could bring home to their hearts any 
Bort of assurance that they wei^ children of 
God? 

The other doctrine, which we beUeve to 
be alike Scriptural, and our own, meets the 
instincts and the wants of the human heart. 
The very heathen felt after Grod, if haply 
they might find Him, and feared not to as- 
sert, " We are also His offspring,"' What is 
the story of God's love in the death of Christ, 
what is it to us, unless we know our 
share in it ? God will not leave His crea- 
tures and His children groping for ever in 
the dark. The disciples were bidden to make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Sacrament of Baptism testified 
to aU men t£at there was a FatW in heaven 
Who loved them all ; that Jesus, the Son of 
God, died for all ; that the Holy Spirit was 
ready to work in all. It grafted the believer, 
and the believer's children, into Christ. It 
buried them into Christ's death. In it they 
put on Christ. By it they were brought in- 
to a state of salvation. And ever afterwards, 
whenever the Apostles address the baptized, 
it is as God's dear children; as 'prodigal 
sons it may be, if they have fallen, but, for 

• i Acts xvii. 28k 
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good or for evil, eternally the children of 
Crod. Mark how St, Paul, reminding the 
baptized man that he is in Christ, refers to 
Baptism as the ground of his hope, the fomi- 
dation of his responsibility, as the reason, if 
he fall away, of a most awftd end. 

We make om* Baptism the ground of com* 
fort and of warning. If you are earnestly 
desiring to serve Grod, crying out amid much 
imperfect obedience, much feeble faith, many 
fells, and many tears, "Lord, Thou knowest 
all things, Thou knowest that I love thee," — 
we, as ambassadors for Christ, as stewards of 
the mysteries of God,*^ tell you plainly that 
you are, by virtue of your Baptism, one of 
God's dear children, one of Christ's redeemed, 
one of the sealed and anointed of the Holy 
Spirit.^ ^ 

But if you should be tempted by the evil 
one to presume upon these privileges, to rest 
in idle watchfulness, or, worse still, to con- 
tinue in sin that grace may aboimd,' we, 
knowing the terrors of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain, 
but, in fear and trembling, work out your 
own salvation, and give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure.^ For if you 
neglect this divine gift, — ^if you do not, by 
virtue of your new birth, and new nature, 
resist and overcome the old carnal and cor- 

g 2 Cor. V. 20 ; 1 Cor. iy. 1. ^ Ephes. i. 13, 14i ; 1 St. John ii. 20, 
i BoixL vi. 1. j PhD. u. 12; 2 St Peter i. 10. 
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rupt nature,— if through sin and impenitence 
you allow a character the very opposite to 
Chat of Christ to grow up inK^otoply 
do you lose salvation, and every blessing 
which your Baptism has conferred upon you, 
but you load yourselves with a guilt which 
could not possibly have been yours tinless 
you had been made partakers of the Divine 
Nature. Surely, as it is a very blessed, so it 
isa yery awM thing, to be made a Christian, 
to know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Ghost. JDoes not this shew us the ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin more than anything, 
the fact, that by sin, above all by sins of the 
fleshy we are taking the very members of 
Christ, and making them the members of 
sin, servants to iniquity.^ It tells not only 
of the presence of God, but of the indweUing 
of Goa in us. Baptism is the very ground 
and encouragement of all Christian educa- 
tion, from the earliest moral training to the 
final hour of life. There are sins which we 
hesitate to name from the pulpit, of which 
we fear to warn even in private, or only with 
the most cautious reserve, lest we should 
teach the knowledge of evil to the pure and 
innocent soul. But, if we wish our children 
and our loved ones to be preserved from such 
sins, we cannot too early press upon them 
that they are the temples of the Holy Ghost, 
and that reverence is to be paid to Him that 

k 1 Cor. vi 15. 
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dwelleth therein* It will not be necessary 
to mention sins by name. Say to them, 
** What you would not do if I were by, do 
not do it when alone, for you are in the pre- 
sence of God ; and He is as much within 
you as your own soul." It was the answer 
of a little child, who broke off in the middle 
of a grievous sin : "I recollected that I was 
the temple of the Holy Grhost ; and I left 
off, ashamed, what I was doing." It cannot 
be too solemnly impressed upon children, nor 
indeed upon grown people, ^^ Reverence the 
Presence of &od within you." The teach- 
ing extends to all sin ; since aU sin of thought 
is committed in the soul where God especially 
dwells; aU lies or words of sin are spoken 
and listened to, all deeds of anger, violence, 
or any other sin, are done by, members of 
that body which Chnst has made the temple 
of the Holy Ghost. How among us elders 
would backbitings, or unloving, or vain, or 
proud words cease, if we recollected that our 
tongues were members of the body wherein 
Christ dwells ! How should we cease from 
lonffing for outward distinction, from petty 
pride and jealousies, if we recollected, what 
IS the Christian's glory and unspQakable ex- 
altation, that Christ dwelleth in us, and we 
in Him!^ 

If I did not believe this. Brethren, I know 
not where I should stand. I should yet be 

1 See Fre&oe to Posey's Bermons, Vol. L 
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at a loss to know whether I were a child of 
Grod ; whether I had an interest in the Blood 
of Jesus ; whether by the power of the Holy 
iSpirit my weakness might at last prevail to 
lay hold on eternal life. But I believe firmly 
that in my Baptism I was made a member of 
Christ, a child of Grod, and an inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven. I believe that in 
my Baptism there was granted to me a death 
xmto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness. 
I believe that, being by nature bom in sin, a 
child of wrath, I was thereby made a child 
of grace. I thank Grod that I do believe it. 
And I pray to Him in humility and fear for 
myself, for all whom He has given me, and 
for you. Brethren, that we may never defile 
the temple of God, or that, havmg defiled it, 
we may be converted and restored. I pray 
to Him that we may not quench the Spirit, 
or receive His grace in vain, lest we fall 
awav unto perdition; lest we be found child- 
ren m whoin is no faith, branches in whom 
is no finiit, twice dead; to be, when His 
long-suffering is exhausted, cut off, and cast 
away for ever ; to have our portion with the 
unbelievers in that outer darkness where is 
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 



SEEMON II. 



(Preached in Advent, 1863.^ 



" Sir, we would see Jesus." — St. John xii. 21. 

^ ^ Sir, we would see Jesus." What a simple, 
natural request it is I How it seems to be 
the very expression of the desire which we 
should have felt if we had found ourselves at 
Jerusalem in that great week of the Passover. 
You will observe that the words were spoken 
pn one of the days following our Lord's tri- 
umphant entry into Jerusalem. The atten- 
tion of the Jews was now more than ever 
fixed upon Him on account of His great 
miracle — ^the raising of Lazarus — ^worked in 
the presence of so many. They went out to 
Bethany in large numbers all through the 
earlier days of the week that they might see 
Jesus, ana Lazarus whom He had raised from 
the dead. But these Greeks, being foreigners, 
^^ proselytes of the gate," (for so the believ- 
ing Gentiles were called in the religious Ian- 
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guage of the day) probably received little 
encouragement to attach themselves to any 
company of the Jews. They must make op- 
portunity for themselves ; and there would be 
no great diflSculty in this, for the Lord was 
in and out of Jerusalem every day. On this 
day, as on other days. He had been into the 
Temple working miracles, healing the sick, 
the lame, the blind, the deaf and dumb, 
teaching the people, and rebuking the Scribes 
and Pharisees. These Greeks were forbidden 
by the ceremonial law to enter the inner 
court of the Temple, which was reserved for 
the Jews alone. They had seen the Lord 
pass through the court of the Gentiles into 
the inner court of the Jews. They had 
perhaps watched, with very pardonable, be- 
cause reverent, curiosity, the lame draffgin| 
their feeble limbs into the Temple, and ha( 
seen them return after a word from Jesus, 
walking, and leaping, and praising God. 
They mid watched the blind groping timidly, 
or led by a guide, and had seen them, after 
standing a moment before the True Light, 
return seeing. They had heard BEs words 
taken up in wondering awe by the bystanders, 
and perhaps had caught from afax some Mnt 
echo of the voice of Him Who spake as 
never man spake. All this, the confirma- 
tion of the reports concerning His miracles, 
which had spread throughout the whole land, 
and even beyond, and especially the raising of 
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Lazarus, inspired them with a most earnest 
desire to " see Jesus." So they came to His 
disciples. *' Philip cometh and telleth An- 
drew; and again Andrew and Philip tell 
Jesus." Evidently they were struck with 
such a request on the part of men of a Gen- 
tile race. The Lord Himself receives the 
application as a new homage, a new recogni- 
tion of His glory by representatives of the 
Gentile world. His words, on hearing the 
request, are so remarkable, that St. John in 
recording them, has failed to teU us whether 
the Lord admitted these Greeks into His pre- 
sence or not. But we feel assured that He 
Who was lifted up on the Cross that He 
might draw all men unto Him, would not 
send such petitioners empty away. 

In reading this short history, we are car- 
ried back in thought to the Aunighty^s won- 
derful dealings with His people in the wilder- 
ness. There Moses had preferred His request, 
"I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory." 
That glory no man could see and live. The 
request of Moses was accepted in this answej, 
"I will make aU My goodness pass before 
thee.""^ The promise given to Moses was 
now ftdfilled again to the children of the 
chosen people. The kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward man had appeared."^ 
We, too, my Brethren, desire to see His 
goodness and His glory. We, too, would see 

m Ezod. xxadii 18. ^ Titna iii. 4. 
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Jesus. What pledge can we find that He 
will grant* us our heart's desire ? To whom 
did He shew Himself ? There is Simeon, the 
aged, who had waited for the consolation of 
Israel. Being led by. the Holy Spirit into 
the temple, there He beheld the Lord's 
Christ. But then we remember that He was 
one of singular sanctity. We cannot venture 
to claim equal privileges with him. We 
humbly acknowledge the difference between 
bim in his life of holy, watchful, waiting, and 
ourselves, who, so many of us, would see 
Jesus. We must look for other encourage- 
ments. Well, then. His disciples saw Him. 
True ; but they were especially called. With 
regard to them we understand at once the 
truth of the Lord's word, '^ Ye have not 
chosen Me, but I have chosen you." He 
manifested Himself to them, and not unto 
the world. Will He manifest Himself to us ? 
Or are we of the world ?® We would have 
an example of His shewing Himself to some 
one more like ourselves. Then let us thinlr 
of one who sought to see Jesus who He was, 
a man chief among the publicans, who 
climbed up into the sycamore tree to see 
Jesus, and in whose house Jesus abode that 
day. And, comparing him with these Greeks 
who wished to see, Jesus, let us take courage, 
assured that such a wish on our part will be 
granted to us by Him Whose fece we desire 
to look upon. 

St. John ziv. 22. 
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But, — ^have we really this desire ? Now 
and then, on Sunday nights, as I look around, 
and see the many souls met together within 
these sacred walls, I feel almost Constrained 
to ask the questions, "Whom seek ye? 
" What is your purpose in coming hither ?" 
As the Lord Himself asked of those who went 
forth to see, and to hear, the Holy Baptist, 
so He would have the same question asked 
now, "What have ye come out for to see?" 
What is your motive, — ^your real motive, in 
coming to Church ? Have you come here 
for form's sake ? Or for curiosity ? Do you 
expect to be gratified with enticing words of 
man's wisdom ? I would hope that there is 
little of such feelings. They are at best but 
of the earth. In the house of God the 
Christian's one great desire should be, of 
course, " We would see Jesus." 

Not that such a desire should be confined 
to certain places, and to fixed hours. Do 
not fall into such a terrible mistake as this. 
The soul which truly loves her Redeemer 
knows no time, or place, in which she would 
not see Him. As He has loved her with an 
everlasting love, so does she pour forth con- 
tinually her cravings of desire for His pre- 
sence. She would learn to see Him every- 
where, and in everything ; and therefore 
prays Him to open her eyes, lest, like Mary 
in the garden, she should see Him, and know 
Him not. She does everything as in His 

D 
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presence, and for His sake. Nevertheless, 
remembering and embracing His promise 
that, where two or three are gathered together 
in His Name, there is He in the midst of 
them, she seeks Him specially in His own 
house, among those who love and worship 
Him there ; and humbly adoring, is occupied 
in the one absorbing desire of her whole 
being — she would see Jesus. 

However, the experience of our hearts 
scarcely reaches so high as this. We feel, 
perhaps, that we have not attained to this 
perfection. We feel that long hours flit away 
amid the busy employments of life in whicn 
our souls are not thus lifted up. We know, 
perljaps, that in long days, or weeks, or even 
months, it is only occasionalltfj now and then, 
once in a way, that we feel this longing desire 
to see Jesus ; that is is only after having been 
aroused by some striking sermon, some spirit- 
stirring book, some sudden and serious acci- 
dent, some severe anxiety, some heavy des- 
pondency, that we say from the heart, ^^ When 
shall I come to appear before the presence of 
my Lord ?" Yet then, at any rate, we have 
the conviction that He can do more for us 
than any other, and " we would see Jesus." 

Then I would ask you, one and all : What 
do you mean by this request ? Why do you 
desire to see Him ? What do you wish Him 
to do ? Perhaps you put your own meaning 
upon these words, and are praying with 
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Moses, "I beseech Thee, shew me Thy 
glory." You would see Him, and kneel be- 
fore Him, and ask, ^^ Good Master, what 
good thing shall I do that I may attain 
eternal life ?" You would ask Him, as the 
sons of Zebedee asked Him, for the seat on 
the right hand, or on the left, in His glory. 
Shall you be satisfied, if, instead of manifest- 
ing forth His glory, as He did to St. Stephen 
and to St. John, He should appear to you 
as He first appeared to Simon the Cyrenian, 
and lay His cross upon you that you may 
bear it after Him ? Shall you be content if, 
perchance. He bids you sell all that you have 
and give to the poor, and follow Him ? Shall 
you be ready to leave father, and mother, 
wife and children, houses and lands, to hate 
your own life, for His sake, and the GrospePs ? 
The Jews desired to see a glorified King. 
They saw Jesus ; they rejected Him and cru- 
cified Him. If you are sure that you would 
see Jesus, thin^ once more, and seriously, of 
what may be involved in that desire ; and 
answer honestly to your own conscience, 
*^ Do I wish to see Jesus, whatever He may 
do for me, or bid me do for Him ? Or, do I 
merely long to find glory and gain, certainty 
and comfort and pleasure, fi-om the Lord of 
glory, the Giver of aU good things ?" 

We will suppose that you have answered 
this question, that conscience declares itself 
prepared to bear all things for His sake ; the 

d2 
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next point is, How shall we come to Hinri ? 
What are the conditions on which He will 
admit us to His presence ? Will He not banish 
us away if we come improperly ? Must we 
not have the wedding garment on ? 

I know not, my Brethren, where He has 
made any such conditions as need keep us 
one moment from His presence, if we really 
would see Him. These Greeks must have 
had at best but a very imperfect knowledge 
of Him. Even His Apostles were at this time 
very far from comprehending the depths of 
the mystery of God made man. The poor 
woman with the issue of blood imagined 
that she might obtain healing from Him 
without His perceiving it. The woman that 
was a sinner dared to bring an offering of love, 
and was accepted. The Lord's invitation by 
Isaiah was addressed to all who thirsted. 
He does not cry. Ho ! every one that thirst- 
eth/or the living water ^ but, '' Ho ! every one 
that thirsteth, — simply thirsteth, — come ye ; 
as if the sense of need was in itself a quali- 
fication. ^ The invitation irovcL His own lips 
is to all who labour, and are heavy-laden, 
seeking rest they know not where. He will 
manifest Himself, and lead them, giving them 
refreshment and rest. Whoever stands in 
need, whatever his need may be, let him 
come to Jesus. Let him cry, " Shew us the 

P Isaiah ly. 1. 
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light of Thy countenance/' and the Lord 
will make him whole. 

Strangely enough, too, it does not appear 
a necessary condition of obtaining a blessing 
from Him that the soul should have felt the 
desire to see Jesus before finding herself in 
His presence. There was one, a sinful wo- 
man, taken in the very act of her sin, and 
dragged before Him by her accusers for 
judgment. One word from Him sent them 
away convicted by their own consciences ; 
and Jesus was left aloiie, and the woman 
standing in the midst. There she saw Him, 
face to face, alone. What sentence will He 
pronoimce. He Who knows all her sin ? The 
words which fall upon her shamed and 
anxious ear are words of mercy, if not of 
absolution, " Neither do I condemn thee. 
Go, and sin no more."^ The only conditions 
seem to be those of need, sorrow, and suffer- 
ing, and of vnllingness to receive healing, 
and comfort, and teaching from Him. 

Surely every one in need and sorrow would 
see Je^s. These He invites. To these He 
will speak gracious words, and do good. 
There were nevertheless many who saw Him 
to whom He spoke hard and terrible words. 
These were such as came to look at Him out 
of mere curiosity, out of pride and self- 
sufficiency, thinkmg that they were rich, and 
had need of nothiug. Among these may be 

a St. John viii. 11. 
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numbered Herod, the Tetrarch, who, hearing 
of all that was done by Jesus, desired to see 
Him ; and '' when Herod saw Jesus he was 
exceeding glad, for he was desirous to see 
Him of a long season, because he had heard 
many things of Him ; and he hoped to have 
seen some miracle done by Him."'' Herod, 
seated with his men of war about him, at last 
sees Jesus brought a prisoner into his pre- 
sence. Now his wishes are, at last, gratified. 
He will have speech with this man. Who, so 
the people say, speaks as never man spoke. 
He will see some mighty work done by Him, 
at Whose bidding the powers of death have 
released their prey. '' Then he questioned 
with Him in many words. But He answered 
nothing." The many words of the wicked 
ruler elicit no reply. The Lord will not 
speak. Herod is the only one before whom 
Jesus maintains this unbroken silence. 
Oh ! terrible punishment of the vain, unholy, 
wish to behold the Saviour! Herod cared 
only to see the worker of miracles, the 
strange teacher. He had no desire for the 
carpenter's son, for the meek and lowly, the 
rejected of men, and yet the Saviour of sin- 
ners. Therefore the Life itself was to him 
the savour of death unto death. Better never 
to see Him at all than to see Him with pro- 
fane and dishonouring thoughts. But if you 
seek ^' Jesus, Who shall save His people from 

r St. Luke ix. 7— 9j rriii. 8. 
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their sins," feax not to come before His pre- 
sence. 

Yet come not without preparation if you 
can make it. Come not again, and again, 
dishonouring Him, clothed from first to last 
in the old garments stained by sin. If we 
were to receive an invitation to appear in 
the palace of our earthly Sovereign, how 
proud and glad we should be ! What pains 
we should take to ascertain all the regula- 
tions, all the ceremonial to be observed] 
How cheerfully should we expend the 
money necessary for providing a suitable and 
handsome dress ! We should never dream of 
going in the clothes soiled with the dust and 
toil of our worldly trade ; least of all should 
we think of going into the presence of our 
Queen wearing the imiform of an enemy, 
like a deserter and a traitor. And yet, un- 
happily, is it not the fact that we often go 
into tne presence of the Lord Jesus, in the 
thousand opportunities which He gives us of 
meeting Him, careless of any preparation, 
our hearts clad, not in the armour of light, 
not in robes of fine linen, white and clean, 
washed and made white in the Blood of the 
Lamb by repentance and confession of sin, 
but in garments torn and soiled by contact 
with the world, trimmed with the sinful 
finery of pride and vanity, patched with 
hypocrisy. And sometimes, — ^worse still ! — 
we come thrusting ourselves before our 
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Heavenly KiBg, dressed in the uniform, and 
armed with the weapons, of His greatest 
enemy, the prince of darkness and. this world, 
paying Christ a homage of body, and of lip, 
while plotting against Him in our inmost 
heart. Oh ! beware of this. And yet if you 
find yourself before Him, smitten with the 
sense of your sins, do not go forth from His 
presence as Judas did. Rather, throw your- 
self on your knees before Him in humblest 
penitence, that He may cast the devil out of 
yoiu* heart, and that men may see you hence- 
forth ever near Him, sitting unclothed of 
your sins, and clothed in His* righteousness, 
altogether His. 

Again ; — ^Where can we see Jesus ? Ask, 
instead, where we cannot see Him? Look 
around on the myriad wonders in this beauti- 
ftJ world. Look upwards, and consider the 
works of His fingers, the moon and the stars 
which He has ordained. Hath not His hand 
made all these things ? Do they not declare 
His glory, and His goodness too ? Surely, 
yes. But in pity for our weakness and our 
unperfect faculties He manifests Himself more 
closely to us. Not only in the book of nature, 
but in the book of revelation also, we may 
see Him. For this purpose the holy Evan- 
gelists wrote the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This was the object of all of Apos- 
tles and Evangelists, pastors and teachers, 
bishops, priests and deacons; of the whole 
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Church, and every minister ; of each Sacra- 
ment and holy rite ; that, by these, the world 
might see Jesus. Therefore the Church reads 
to her children the precious words telling of 
Bis life and death. Therefore she records 
His gracious assurance that where two or 
three are gathered together in His Name 
there He is in the midst of them. Therefore 
does she command her priests to stand at the 
altar shewing forth the Lord's death until 
His coming again, giving us to eat His Flesh, 
and drink His Blood, bidding us see by faith 
that which the fleshly eye is unable to dis- 
cern. Blessed was St. Thomas, in that he 
was permitted to see, and to handle, the 
Body of the risen Lord. More blessed we, 
who having not seen yet have believed ; who, 
by faith, discerning Jesus present, eat and 
drink to the strengthening and refreshing of 
our souls. 

Does He not, moreover, permit us to see 
Him in many other ways as well as in this 
greatest, most transcendent mystery? He 
reveals Himself in proportion to our faith. 
What, for example, is Prayer, but the out- 
pouring of the heart's whole and intensest 
desires to Jesus ? Those saints who have 
prayed most tell us that they prayed not to 
an absent God, but to a Grod Who is '^ a very 
present help in trouble."' They would kneel 
at the foot of the Cross, and there placing 

r Psalm zlvi. 1. 



34 THE DESIRE TO SEE JESUS. 

themselves in the very presence of Grod, " as 
seeing Him Who is invisible/' they would 
shut off the external world entirely. They 
could see by their faith, hardly less clearly 
than the Apostles saw Him upon earth, Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, listening 
to their prayers, and assuring them of His 
loving mediation and intercession. 

So, again, in Meditation, His saints could 
picture Him to their mind's eye more really 
and truly than we can recall the features of 
the friend who left us only yesterday. It 
was a superhuman power, no doubt, given 
them jfrom above. But this power has been, 
and surely still is, given to many who have 
exercised their imagination entirely, or almost 
entirely, in meditating upon their Saviour. 
Holy Scripture gives them the outline, 
Prayer and Meditation fill in the picture. 
And their desire to see Jesus is gratified. 

So it may be to us, Brethren, if we desire 
aright. Not as the traitorous Scribes and 
Pharisees; not as the mocking officers and 
soldiers; not as curious Herod; not as the 
gazing and jesting multitude, who saw Him, 
and yet saw Him not ; but as those who, like 
Abraham, saw Him and were glad. 

This our desire will be granted in two 
ways. In this world, we will hope, in mercy 
and salvation ; but, whether or not in this 
world, most certainly, to our salvation or 
damnation, in the world to come. 
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And in this world thus. There is the 
Saviour's promise, ^^ Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God." Now we 
cannot suppose that this especial privilege of 
the pure in heart refers exclusively, or almost 
exclusively, to the next world. The Christ- 
ian's life IS, even now, in Christ ; weak and 
imperfect it may be, but still it is the same 
life, being in Christ. Therefore the sight of 
God, and so of Jesus, is a promise to our 
souls for this world. May He give us all 
such pure hearts, and so purge our eyes, that 
we may henceforth know Him, and see Him. 
Once more ; — God has predestinated us to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, Who is 
declared to be our great example. If the 
work of grace is going on within us, " we 
all are beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, and are being changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord."^ It is not only the. 
promise, but the wiU, of the Lord that His 
servants should see Him. They could not 
follow Him, they could not imitate Him, un- 
less, in some way, they saw Him. Woe tmto 
us, therefore, if we have not this desire ; or, 
if, having the desire, we rest contented with- 
out winning the blessiug. If we see not 
Jesus, we shall not be able to imitate Him. 
If we are not like Him, when He comes, He 
will not acknowledge us as His own. 

8 2 Cor. iii. 18, 
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Oh, how vast is the request, " Sir, we would 
see Jesus !" see Him, not only with our mor- 
tal eyes, not only with the eye of intellect 
and of knowledge, but with the eye of love. 
How blessed is their privilege who, having 
obtained their desire, can say, wondering at 
His grace to them, ^'Lord, how is it that 
Thou dost manifest Thyself to us, and not 
unto the world ?" — ^who, when an imbelieving 
world says, ^' Make us gods, for as for this 
Jesus we wot not what is become of Him," 
can reply in the words of the Song of Songs, 
'^ Behola, He standeth behind our wall, He 
looketh forth at the windows, shewing Him- 
self through the lattice,"* — ^who need not ask, 
'' Lord, shew us the Father and it sufficeth 
us," knowing that whoso hath seen Jesus 
hath seen the Father. "And this is Kfe 
eternal, to know the only true Grod, and Jesus 
Christ whom He hath sent. 

Supposing that He has condescended to 
shew Himself thus to us, what must we do ? 
What eifect is the sight and contemplation 
of Jesus likely to have upon us ? Do you 
remember two unlearned and ignorant men, 
who had seen Jesus, and are represented as 
at that time standing before the high priest's 
court at Jerusalem ? Their judges marvelled 
at them, and " took knowledge of them that 
they had been with Jesus.^^"^ It ought to be so, 
it can hardly fail to be so, with you, if you 

t Cant. ii. 9. u Acts iv. 19. 
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have seen Him. The plant that has grown 
up in the bright sunshine and warmth is 
different, how different ! from that which has 
struggled up under the dark shadow, feeble, 
colourless, flowerless, and fruitless. If you 
have grown up in the bright light of His 
countenance you ought to be like the former. 
There should be strong growth^ fair flowers, 
good fruit. There should be likeness to 
Him in everything. You have seen Him 
obedient to the will of His Father in heaven. 
You have seen Him prayerful, loving and 
benevolent in action, meek and lowly, pa- 
tient and forgiving in suffering. Are you, 
dear Brethren, prayerful, loving, meek, and 
forgiving too ? Do men, when they look 
upon you, take knowledge of you that you 
have been with Jesus ? Do they say of you, 
" Thou also wast with Jesus ?" If it be not 
so, we cannot help thinking that, although 
you have seen Him, you have found no beauty 
in Him that you should desire Him. You. 
love Him not, because His face is swollen 
with buffetings, and defiled with spitting ; 
because His brows are bleeding from the 
crown of thorns. You have seen where, and 
what He was, and you have denied, ^' I do 
not know the man." 

If this be so with you, God grant that the 
Lord Jesus may look upon you, as He looked 
upon Peter, and that you may repent, and 
go out, and weep bitterly. 

E 
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Nevertheless, hereafter you shall see Him, 
though you love not His appearing now, and 
fear the teaching of the Advent Season, 
Behold He cometh with clouds, and every 
eye shall see Him. The unfaithful servant 
shall stand face to face with the Judge, and 
then be cast out of His presence for ever. 

But, for those who have seen Him here, 
and have loved Him, for all those who love 
His appearing, no need then to go to Philip 
or to Andrew with the request, "Sir, we 
would see Jesus." The Lord, Who has look- 
ed upon them, and loved them, will call them 
to ffis side in tenderest words of welcome. 
There, they will be made like Him, seeing 
Him as He is. Their eyes shall see the King 
in His beauty, strengthened to look into His 
light, and His glory. The long desire of 
earth is rewarded with the perfect enjoyment 
of eternity, where His risen and rewarded 
people, filled with the fulness of joy, shall 
worship ever in His presence, their hearts 
knowing but this one love, and this one de- 
sire, — ^they " would see Jesus." 



SERMON III. 



%^t ^litMma 0f €l^xmi'& fife m 
^Imtui in His S^utiia. 

(Preached Epiphany, 1864.^ 



"By the wliich mil we are sanctified through the 
ojffering of the Body of Jesus Christ once fop all." — ^Heb. 
X. 10. 

In the holj season of Epiphany the several 
manifestations of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
their purposes, are brought before us by the 
Gospels as the subjects for each week's medi- 
tation. They declare His wisdom. His glory, 
and His power, in the Light which lightened 
the Grentile Kings, in His conversation with , 
the doctors in the temple, in His miracles of 
changing the water into wine, healing the 
sick, cleansing the leper, and stilling the 
tempest, and in His terrible retam to judg- 
ment. 

But we can scarcely forbear to ask, " If 
His manifestation unto men was so remark' 
able in wisdom, so glorious in power, 

^sed in mercy, what was the meaning 
purpose of those thirty long years sj 

e3 
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in retirement at Nazareth ? By the Lord's 
own shewing, men do not light a candle to 
put it under a bushel, but they put it on a 
candlestick that all that are in the house may 
see the light. He commanded the disciples, 
as being the light of the world, to let their 
light shine before men. And He Himself- 
was, far more than they, the ^' Light of the 
world," '' that Light, the True Light, which 
lighteneth every man that comelh into the 
world."^ Well may we wonder that all these 
years, while the world lay in darkness and 
the shadow of death. He remained at Nazar- 
eth, the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
Joseph, subject unto them ; growing in wis- 
dom and stature, and in fevour with God, 
and man; so far as we can judge, un- 
marked among boys, unmarked as He grew 
older, among young men. St. Luke supplies 
the mention of His journey to Jerusalem at 
the age of twelve years, of His wise ques- 
tionings and replies, and His mysterious 
answer to His mother's sorrowing reproach. 
The same Evangelist makes one other refer- 
ence to the Lord's earlier life. It was soon 
after His temptation that '' Jesus returned in 
the power of the Spirit into Galilee, and He 
taught in their synagogues, being glorified of 
all. And He came to Nazareth, where He 
had been brought up ; and as His custom 

▼ St. John i. 9. 
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was, He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up to read.""^ 

We could wish to know what else it was 
His custom to do, that we might trace the 
path of this just one from His cradle, shining 
more and more unto the perfect day. Never- 
theless, it has not pleased the Holy Spirit to 
hand down to us by any inspired writer the 
events of those thirty years. From the re- 
turn out of Egypt and their settlement in 
Nazareth to the twelfth year of the Saviour's 
life there is told us nothing. A journey to 
Jerusalem, three days' stay in the Temple 
courts, a few mysterious words spoken to 
His sorrowing mother, a homeward journey 
to Nazareth ; and again the veil is droppea, 
and all is dark and still. We see Him not, 
we hear Him not, for eighteen years ; until 
the silence is broken by the voice of St. John 
the Baptist, '' Behold the Lamb of God, Which 
taketh away the sins of the world." May 
we not say with the prophet in our astonish- 
ment, '' Verily, Thou art a Grod that hidest 
Thyself, O God of Israel, our Saviour. ""^ 

The thought of this hidden life of the 
Saviour of the world may well inspire sur- 
prise, and, with surprise, a distrust of human 
reasonings, and human calculations. Love 
for men had brought the Son of God from 
heaven. The Word was made Flesh, and 
was dwelling among us. He, Whom the 

w St. Luke iv. 14 — 16. x Isaiah xlv. 15. 
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heaven of heavens could not contain, did not 
abhor the Virgin's womb. He Who, in His 
government of the world, left not Himself 
without witness in any one of those four 
thousand years, in that He did good, and 
gave us ram from heaven, and fruitful seasons 
filling our hearts with joy and gladness,^ did 
now, being made flesh, leave Himself for a 
time without witness of this His infinite con- 
descension. He withdrew Himself from the 
sight and memory of the men whom He came 
to save to the obscurity of a country village. 
He Whose heart was filled with compassion 
for the fainting multitude. Who, looking on 
the rich . young man, loved him, Who was 
grieved at the hardness of heart and unbeUef 
by which men refused salvation. He, through- 
out those thirty years, worked no miracles, 
spoke no words, gave no sign. He, Who 
must work the works of Him that sent Him 
while it was day, kept (so to speak) one long 
preparatory Sabbath. He, Who had a bap- 
tism of Blood to be baptized with,— and how 
was He straitened untU it should be accom- 
plished !" — ^hid Himself, as it were loath to 
provoke the contest, and hasten on the agony. 
A world was to be saved. The great work, 
purposed so long ago, was begun, and now 
stood stiU through the absence of the Mighty 
Worker. If we suffered ourselves to judge 
after the manner of men, we might cry out 

y Acts sir. 17. s St. Luke zii. 50. 
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in misery, in agony of mind and body, in 
impatience and despair, almost in indigna- 
tion, " What is the piupose of these fruitless 
?ears? To what purpose is this waste? 
*hink of the sick who might have been 
healed, the mourners who might have been 
comforted, the ignorant who might have been 
taught, the sinners who might have been 
converted and saved." Yet the sick lan- 
guished in their sufferings; the mourners 
exhausted their grief; the ignorant learned 
not the things which belonged to their peace ; 
the sinners were not converted. The salva- 
tion of Israel tarried, and came not. 

We might account for it sufficiently by 
reminding ourselves that God's ways are not 
our ways, and that we cannot by searching 
find out God. Yet I doubt whether it be 
perfect humility, or perfect reverence, always 
to pass by God's mysterious dealings in this 
hasty maimer. There is much in His govern- 
ment of the world which we can never hope 
to understand here, much iq which we must 
trust implicitly to His wisdom and His love, 
looking forward to the day when we shall 
know even as also we are known. What He 
does we know not now, but we shall know 
hereafter. Our Lord spoke in parables that 
the people whose ears were dull of hearing 
might hear and not understand. Still His 
invitation was always, ^' He that hath ears to 
hear let him hear," even as God in the 
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Old Testament bids His servant, " Acquaint 
thyself with Him, and be at peace."* We 
are permitted therefore, if indeed we are not 
enjoined, to search and ponder those things 
which are revealed, that we may, through 
the help of the Holy Spirit, imderstand daily 
more of the deep tmngs of God. 

How then shall we account for thirty years 
spent in seeming idleness in the midst of a 
suflfering and perishing world ? What lesson 
of profit shall we gain from the contempla* 
tion of the hidden life of Jesus at Nazareth ? 

We must turn away for a moment to con- 
sider the purpose for which the Soi\^ of God 
came into the world. Very imperfect, and, 
so far as they are imperfect, false, and dan- 
gerous views of the Saviour's great work 
have at various times found acceptance with 
the human heart. Few, perhaps none, of us 
are large-sighted enough to receive the whole 
counsel of God in the exact relation of all 
its parts one towards the other. We have, 
perhaps, our favourite doctrines, as we have 
our favourite texts, our favourite subjects of 
meditation, our favourite prayers. The one 
universal burden which presses most heavily, 
and upon all, is the sense of sin. We all 
cry out, if we have any faith, and love, and 
hope at all, ^' wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me fi:om the body of this 
death ?" We all know, if not by experience 

a Job xzii. 21« 
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at least by desire, that Blessed is he whose 
iniq\iity is forgiven, and whose sin is covered, 
and we thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Whatever else we individually dwell 
upon, we all turn to the Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In this we hope. . In this we 
glory. We take up the Apostle's words, ^^ I 
am determined not to know anything save 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."^ Mark 
this, however, that imperceptibly we may drift 
away from the sense in which St. Paul used 
these words. We may forget that the Cross 
is the centre of the world's salvation, and 
may, through partial and one-sided views, 
speak and act as if that tremendous mystery 
had superseded all else ; as if Calvary were 
the oiuy battle field ; as if the thirty years 
before, and the forty days after, were uncon- 
nected with it ; as if eternity were not the 
preparation for it ; as if the everlasting years 
to come were not the season of growth and 
harvest from that seed time. St. Paul's 
preaching and letters taken together form 
his commentary on that text, " I am deter- 
mined not to Imow anything among you save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified." He preached 
Christ crucified indeed, for our sins ; yet he 
preached Christ risen again for our justifica- 
tion. He preached, also, Christ bom of a 
woman, learning obedience through the 
things which He suiBfered, holy, harmless, 

b 1 Cor. u. 2. 
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undefiled, sraarate from sinners, come to do 
the will of God ; Christ, living first, that He 
might afterwards die for ns. He preached 
and glorified the Saviour's perfect obedience 
to that will " by the which we are sanctified, 
through the offering of the Body of Jesus 
Christ once for all." 

What I mean, then, is this. In our dedre 
as sinners for reconciliation with Grod, we 
naturally turn to the Cross of Christ, on 
which was made that one perfect and suffi- 
cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction^ for 
the sins of the whole world. In our thank- 
ftdness we praise and magnify the Crucified 
Saviour. In our jealousy for His Honour in 
the Atonement made by His most precious 
Blood we find language all too mean to ex- 
press Its power, and our trust in It. Are we 
wrong in doing so ? God forbid that we 
should imagine so for one moment. The 
Cross is the Christian's hope. It is the sign 
of his salvation, the standard of his warfare, 
the sceptre of his King. But the work of 
our salvation was neither begun there, nor 
ended there. We must not speak, we must 
not think, of the Sacrifice of the Cross as if 
it won our salvation by the mere suffering of 
a bleeding and tortured form ; as if an irri- 
tated and threatening God could scarcely be 
{)ersuaded to lay aside His wrath ; as if the 
ove and sacrifice of the Son were to be con- 
trasted with the fury and the vengeance of 
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the Father. To know the doctrine of the 
Cross we must go back at least to thiB time 
before the Incarnation, before the angel 
Gabriel appeared to Mary. We ought to go 
back to the first sacrifices which fallen man 
offered before the cherubim outside the gates 
of Eden. Nay, more ; we ought to com- 
mence with the eternal thought of the mys- 
tery which fi-om the beginning of the world 
was hid in God,^ the mystery of God mani- 
fest in the Flesh. Though man fell, yet God 
so loved the world that He sent His only 
begotten Son into the world. We are en- 
couraged by holy writers to believe that if 
man had never fallen, his exaltation would 
still have been bestowed upon him not other- 
wise than through the Flesh of God the Son, 
so that by His incarnation men should be 
made partakers of the Divine Nature. Be 
this as it may, we know certainly that man, 
having fallen, is restored only through the 
Flesh of the same Jesus Christ offered by 
the Son to the Father as the Propitiation for 
the sins of the whole world. The decree of 
Divine Justice had gone forth upon the sin 
of man, that without shedding of Blood is 
no remission of sin. By all, in every age, 
who claimed to be sons of God sacrifice was 
oflfered year by year continually. But it 
was not possible that the blood of bulls and 
of goats should take away sin. This, I 

c Ephes. iii. 9. 
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would have you observe, is the argument of 
the tenth chapter of this Epistle to the He- 
brews. There was no inherent virtue in the 
blood of slain beasts to take away sin, to 
purge the conscience, to justify and sanctify. 
Those sacrifices were but types. And they 
were offered by the true believer, the Israel 
of *God, and accepted by God, only as con- 
nected with the Sacrifice upon the Cross, as 
resting upon it, although it was not yet 
completed, and as deriving by anticipation 
all meir virtue fi:om it. The wise and good 
of all ages knew this, and looked onwards 
from the shadow to the very image and 
reality. David's words declare it plainly. 
In the fifty-first Psalm it is written, '^ For 
Thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give 
it Thee, but Thou delightest not in burnt 
offerings. The sacrifice of Grod is a troubled 
spirit ; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
Thou wilt not despise." Again we hear him, 
in the fortieth Psalm, speaking by the Holy 
Spirit in anticipation, and iq the person of 
Christ, the very words quoted by the writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, " Sacrifice 
and offering Thou wouldest not,— that is, 
comparatively, for God had Himself enjoined 
all these sacrifices by Moses, — ^but Mine ears 
hast Thou opened," or ^^ a Body hast Thou 
^prepared Me." Whatever the meaning we 
attach to these words of the Psalm, ^' Mine 
ears hast Thou opened," they imply a de- 
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mand of obedience on the one side, and a 
readiness to oflfer that obedience on the other. 
They have been referred to the slave's re- 
newal of allegiance to his master, upon which 
the ear was pierced with an awl in token of 
renewed, and perpetual, servitude. And this 
reference cannot be lightly set aside, when 
we remember that ^^ He took upon Himself 
the form of a servant, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the Cross," which 
was peculiarly a slave's death. But the 
words may signify merely, — Mine ears hast 
thou opened, so that I might understand and 
obey Thy will. Under either interpretation 
the verse clearly impUes that obedience is 
better than sacrifice. Then the Psalmist 
continues, ^ ' Burnt offering and sacrifice for 
sin hast Thou not required; Then said I, 
Lo ! I come (in the volume of the book it is 
written of me) that I should fulfil Thy will, 
my God. I am content to do it ; yea. 
Thy law is within my heart."* In the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews these verses are quoted 
with the paraphrase, ^^a Body hast Thou 
prepared for Me," in place of the words, 
'' Mine ears hast Thou opened." They are 
repeated a little lower down, with the brief 
comment, " He taketh away the first that He 
may establish the second," i.e.j He taketh 
away the offerings of the law that He may 
estaulish the Will of God. Then follows our 

d Paalm xl. 6—8. 
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text ; " By the Trhich will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the Body of Jesus 
Christ once for all." 

In this obedience of the Man Christ Jesus 
throughout His earthly life to the Will of the 
Father lies the power of His sacrifice. There 
was a shedding of blood in the sacrifices of 
bulls and of goats. There would have been 
a shedding of blood, if any of the children 
of men had chosen to undergo death, whicli 
Moses and St. Paul would cheerfully have done, 
for the sake of their brethren, " feut no man 
may deliver his brother, or make agreement 
unto God for him. For it cost more to re- 
deem their souls, so that he must let that 
alone for ever."® The sacrifices of the law 
were required to be without blemish and 
without spot. Now all men had sinned. All 
men owed God a death by virtue of the 
sentence, " In the day that thou eatest there- 
of thou shalt surely die." The victim offered 
in sacrifice was required to be pure, without 
spot or stain of sin, holy, harmless, unde- 
filed and separate from sinners, qualified by 
a perfect obedience to offer Himself an offer- 
ing and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smell- 
ing savour. And now, perhaps, you will see 
how the hidden life of Jesus of Nazareth is 
connected with the Sacrifice upon the Cross. 
You will see how He was not idle, not forget- 
ful, but, fi:om the first, working up to the 

e Psalm zliz. 7. 
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completion of His mighty task; learning 
obedience ; being made perfect by suffering^ 
every day offering up His will to the Eternal 
Father; winning the salvation of a ruined 
world even by being subject unto Joseph and 
Mary. 

H!e came to do the will of the Father. 
Therefore a body was prepared for Him, a 
body of obedience, the K>rm of a slave. The 
blood of bulls and of goats could not save us, 
because there is no connection between us 
and them. He was made very man, was 
bom of a woman, wearing our nature, that 
He might be the second Adam, the represent- 
ative man. His death was to be the death 
of a sinless human nature, which, being ex- 
cepted from the punishment of death by 
reason of its entire sinlessness, might there- 
fore be qualified to bear instead the punish- 
ment due from our sinftd flesh. He died for 
all. But the value and the power of His 
death depended as well upon the previous 
perfect obedience of His life as upon the per- 
fect greatness of the Person in Whom the 
Human nature was united with the Divine. 
He, Who dying upon the Cross made this 
most precious offering of Himself in behalf of 
His brethren, had fulfilled all righteousness. 
He was the Holy One of God ; Holy in His 
Infancy and His childhood, in His youth a 
in His manhood ; subject tmto His ear 
parents ; subject unto every ordinance of 

f2 
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for the Lord's sake. He was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
^very virtue, every grace, was perfect in 
His Flesh. During all those thirty years 
He was doing the will of Him that sent Him, 
that He might be the beloved Son in Whom 
the Father was well pleased. He was bap- 
tized by His servant John that so He might 
fulfil all righteousness. He was tempted of 
the devil, and overcame him, so that the evil 
spirits, knowing and fearing His power, bore 
open witness that He was the Holy One of 
God, and besought Him not to torment them 
before the time. Thus it was that every day 
of His life, and every action of every day, 
threw a merit, a power, and a glory, upon 
the Human Nature Which endured death for 
our sakes ; the merit of the perfect Doer of 
the Will of God; the power of the Con- 
queror of the evil one ; the glory of the 
Opener of the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers. 

Again, we must think of His life-long 
obedience as possessing a power of sanctifica- 
tion which He imparts to us. We read, 
'' By the which will we are sanctified j — not 
merely accepted as holy, but also made holy, — 
through the offering oi the Body of Jesus Christ 
once for all." He took our nature upon Him 
sanctifying it. It was sinful ; in ifim it was 
made pure. We see Him, in that Human Na- 
ture, conquering the tempter, and Mfilling all 
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righteousness. It is Man who has conquered. 
Believers in Christ who have been baptized 
into Christ have been baptized into His 
death, and made partakers of His holiness. 
From our union with Him by the working of 
the Holy Spirit a new power is bestowed 
upon us that we should be holy. In all that 
man has to do and to suflPer H^ did, and suf- 
fered, and conquered. The child, the youth, 
the man, knows that in Christ his own tempt- 
ations were endured and overcome, his own 
age adorned with the holiness of the Son of 
Grod. We may tread where our Brother 
trod, follow His example, and be more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us, and 
gave Himself for us. 

These quiet thirty years leave us an exam- 
ple, while they assure us of His sympathy. If 
He had come into the world only to die, 
where were His obedience ? where His ful- 
filling of the law ? where His example ? 
where His sympathy ? He knows what 
temptation is ; and more than this, ' ^ In that 
He hath ^suflPered being tempted He is able 
to succour them that are tempted."* He will 
supply exactly that very grace which we 
need, and at the right time, when our need 
is sorest, and strength is failing. Every act 
of His Life, what we know and what we 
know not, is of infinite value, infinite power. 
Of infinite value and power with the Father 

fHeb. ii. 18. 
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as pleasing Him ; of infinite value to ns as 
shewing tibe perfect example; of infinite 
power for us, and in us, as conquering evil, 
purifying and strengthening our nature. 
Are we striving? He has attained. Are 
we tempted? He also was temj)ted, and 
sympathises with us. Are we resisting ? So 
(fid He, even unto blood, and in life and 
death He conquered. Are we doubting, 
fearing, sorrowing ? He is willing and able 
to save to the uttermost. Are we impatiently 
longing for the final struggle, and the 
blessed rest fi:om strife ? He waited thirty 
years, subduing even His consuming love 
for men into a patient waiting until His time 
should come. 

We, Brethren, would gladly yield up our 
souls if He would ensure to us an immediate 
entrance into His glory. There are many 
willing to die for Christ, who cannot live 
for Him ; many whose courage might endure 
even the Cross, but cannot persevere through 
the daily temptations of scorn and ridicule, 
the vexations of the world without,* and the 
flesh within; just as there are many who 
in the excitement of the battle have courage 
for one brave dash up to the cannon's 
mouth, but faint, and grow weary, and lose 
heart and die, under the long and purpose- 
less delay which must sometimes be a sol- 
dier's lot. It is really often more easy to 
dare and do, than to wait and endure. And 
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SO the Christian soldier is tempted sometimes 
to be fretfiil and impatient, to wish that the 
days of suffering in mind and body, and 
of enduring temptation, were ended, to 
sigh for rest. He finds it hard to say, with 
Job, " All the days of my appointed time 
will I wait until my change come."* God, 
Who is long-suffering and patient with sin, 
would prove us, as He proved the Captain of 
our Salvation, by patient obedience. As He 
waited, so let us wait, meditating upon the 
scenes and actions of His life ; staving so to 
follow His example and to use His grace that 
our death may be dear in the sight of the 
Lord ; that we, living holily, may learn daily 
how to die ; that dying we may pass into 
His hands, to dwell with the souls of the 
righteous, where neither sorrow nor suffering 
shall ever come. 

g Job xir. 14. 
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(Preached Ist Sunday in Lent, 1862.^ 



" And Jacob served seven years for Bachel, and they 
seemed unto him but a few days for the love he had to 
her." — Genesis xxix. 20. 

What does the world say of Lent? Per- 
haps some of us have already heard voices 
saying, '' Lent again ! Lent, with an inces- 
sant burden of Church services and additional 
sermons, in everything suggestive of gloom 
and painfiilness, tyranically forbidding harm- 
less enjoyments, interfering impertinently in 
our daily life, laying down restrictions in 
eating and drinking, and marking for us on 
every side a limit which we are not to pass ! 
Lent, casting its thick veil before the joys and 
the glad tidings of the Grospel, preaching the 
terrors of the law and the imperfect warnings 
of John the Baptist, instead of the free mercy 
of Jesus ! One would think that the Catho- 



LENT A HUMILIATION OF LOVE. 57 

lick Church must have gone backward, and 
have drawn her inspiration from the slavery 
of the Law, when She tries to impose such a 
burden upon the souls and bodies of her 
children. What a good thing that so few 
people trouble themselves about Lent !" 

Is this true for you, Brethren ? Do you 
speak so ? I think I can hear other voices 
saying, ^' Lent again ! Lent, with its cahn- 
ing solemnities of more frequent services, its 
pleading voice of contrition and humiliation, 
its never-wearying calls to repentance ! Lent, 
in everything harmonizing with the broken 
heart and contrite spirit, reminding us at 
each moment, and in every common action 
of life, that we are sinners in a sinftd world, 
and inviting our perpetual acknowledgment 
of unworthmess by wise restraints ! Lent, 
mercifully calling us back, lest, intoxicated 
with the deep draughts of Christmas joy, 
our spirits strive to rise too high, and bidding 
us prepare ourselves by self-examination, re- 
pentance, and confession of sin, by mortifica^ 
tion and prayers, to know the fellowship of 
the sufferings as well as of the glories of 
Jesus, in order that now djdng to sin with 
Him, we may be ever henceforth risen again 
to newness of life ! One would say that the 
Church, in turn rejoicing with them that do 
rejoice and weeping with .them that weep, 
must have drawn her inspiration from the 
very Heart of her loving Lord. For nought 
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but a divine goodness could have devised so 
sweet a scheme for winning sinners to their 
own salvation." 

Yes, Brethren, Lent again! for the years 
are not long in completing their circle. And 
how does it appear to you ? In what tones 
does it address you ? In which of these 
ways would you describe it? Or do you 
not care enough about Holy Seasons to have 
given it a thought ? Do you look upon Lent 
as a biu'den grievous to be borne, or as His 
burden which is light? Do you murmur 
against its inyitations to festig, weeping, 
and praying, as the relics of an expiring 
superstition ? Do you cast off its observances 
as the broken shackles of an antiquated sla- 
very ? Or have you a thankful heart for its 
kindly warnings and demands, rejoicing 
that you are again specially invited to take 
up your Gross, or to bear one heavier than 
before, and more like His ? Will you enter 
upon its few weeks of solemn observance, as 
Jacob entered upon his service when "he 
served seven years for Rachel, and they 
seemed unto him but a few days for the love 
he had unto her ?" 

Self-denial is the Cross of the suffering 
Jesus, which He offers to every member of 
His Church. He does not always lay it up- 
on them by coiQpulsion, lest, throu^ their 
impatience of it, it should lose its blessed- 
ness. But He offers it to them that they 
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may, of their own free will, take it up, and 
bear it after Him. It is this glad talang up 
the Cross to bear it after Jesus, it is the 
hard service made light through love of Him, 
which least of aljl things the world can un- 
derstand. Imperfect knowledge of God 
deems it unreasonable. Imperfect love holds 
it superfluous. Indifference sneers at it. To 
the latter all suffering is evil, all restraint 
slavery. This spirit cannot comprehend that 
*^ there should be no greater comfort to 
Christian people than to be made like unto 
Christ by suffering patiently adversities, 
troubles, and sicknesses."^ Yet these are the 
words which our Church addresses to the 
sick, gathering them from the Holy Scrip- 
tures. And, if this be admitted as really 
true, the objection is then made, that Groa, 
and not man, must know the exact amount 
of pain, and mortification, and discipline 
necessary for each ; that He cannot wish us 
to impose laws, and observances, and re- 
straints upon ourselves, mortifying our bodies 
by fastings and watchings, our souls by long 
meditation and prayer. Ah ! how easy it is 
to argue to a pleasant conclusion, to find 
excuses for every gratification of the flesh 
and spirit, objections to every demand of 
extra service, and to every limitation of in- 
dulgence ! Yet an Apostle deemed it neces- 
sary to keep under nis body, and bring it 

^ Exhortation in the Office for the Visitatioii of the Sick. 
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into subjection, lest at any time he should 
become a castaway. He thinks it good to 
remind the disciples that he had been " in fast- 
ings often," himself setting them an exam- 
ple in self-denial.* 

There are mysteries in Grod's Providence 
which, although in their mode of operation 

Sast man's finding out, seem to stand as or- 
ained laws in the Divine Mind. Scripture 
teaches, by word, and by example, what the 
experience of all mankind confirais, that per- 
fection and suflfering are closely connected. 
Without toil there is no gain. The fi^eedom 
and regeneration of nations, the rewards of 
intellectual talent and of military daring, 
are not to be won without cost. Man eats 
his bread in the sweat of his brow. Suffer- 
ing always has been, and always will be, 
one of Grod's most effectual instruments in 
bringing the souls of His beloved imto per- 
fection. Even the Lord Himself, the Captain 
of our salvation, " though He was a Son, yet 
learned He obedience by the things which 
He suffered," and was ^^ made perfect through 
sufferings."^ What are we that we should 
despise that training which made Him per- 
fect for the victory over our enemies ? What 
are we that we should doubt its efficacy for 
ourselves ? What are we that we should be 
so unloving as to refuse to weep with Him 
Who has mourned unto us, as to repudiate 

i 1 Cor. ix. 27 5 2 Cor. xi. 27. J Hebrews ii. 10 j v. 8. 
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all fellowship with Him, and to count these 
few days of more serious thought and ob- 
servance as no better than a galling and un- 
profitable slavery. 

It was not so with Him. He came into 
the world, serving for three and thirty years 
to win His Bride, the Church, a second Jacob 
serving for a better Rachel. He took on 
Him the form of a servant. Then began a 
life of suffering, the depth and extent of 
which mortal mind can never measure either 
by imagination or experience. He, like 
Jacob, was a good shepherd, seeking that 
which was lost until He found it. He might 
truly take up Jacob's words, and say, ^^In 
the day the drought consumed me, and the 
frost by night, and my sleep departed from 
mine eyes."^ No human sorrow, or anxiety, 
or fear, or pain, which He did not undergo 
for us, being in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. The story of His earth- 
ly hie, though four times repeated, covers but 
a few pages of our Bibles. Day after day it 
is read in our ears, imtil it has become so 
familiar that we scarcely condescend to listen. 
Yet saints have meditated upon it day and 
night. For its wonders, like His love of 
Whom it tells, are inexhaustible. The story 
of His life indeed is but a part of the story 
of His love. The life was bounded by years. 
The Love is an everlasting Love. And that 

k Gen. zzzi. 89. 

G 
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life was crowned with a three years' ministry, 
which, begun with forty days of fasting, lone- 
liness, and temptation, was ended with the 
Passion and the Cross. So much endured 
for us of His own free sovereign will and 
choice, gladly and eagerly, for the joy that 
was set before Him ! He loved His Cnurch, 
and gave Himself for it that He might pre- 
sent it to Himself a glorious Church. He 
saw of the travail of His soul, and was satis- 
fied. May we not, therefore, adopting the 
words in which the sacred writer tells of 
Jacob supported by an earthly love, say of 
the Lord Jesus, that He served thirty-three 
years for His Church, and they seemed to 
Him but a few days for the love He had 
unto her. Now, in this season of Lent, He 
calls us to follow in His steps, to bear the 
Cross after Him, to present, not our souls, 
only, but our bodies also, a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God.^ He invites us 
to be with Him in His fast of forty days in 
the wilderness ; with Him in His nightly 
prayers on the bleak hill-side ; with Him in 
His agony in the garden ; with Him in His 
loneliness when all the disciples forsook Him 
and fled ; with Him in His filial sorrow as 
His eye fell upon His Blessed Mother weep- 
ing beneath the Cross ; with Him in His 
thirst, and fever, and cold, in His death- 
agony, and last expiring cry. And the Bride, 

1 Romans zii. 1, 
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hearing her Bridegroom's voice, cannot re- 
frain herself, but must go forth to meet Him, 
bearing His reproach, sharing in His grief. 
He is an hungered. Shall She fare sump- 
tuously every day, forgetting that they gave 
Him gall to eat, and that when He was 
thirsty, they gave Him vinegar to drink? 
He is stripped of His raiment. It is no time 
for her to be arranged in vesture wrought 
about with divers colours. He is dying. Let 
her for a little while sit as a widow, weeping 
for His death, and for her own unfaithfulness 
which slew Him. 

It is not difficult to see that Lent must be 
a burden to many. Perhaps we may say 
that it must be a burden to all. To some, so 
heavy a burden that they cast it off entirely. 
Among these are such as deny the advan- 
tage of special seasons for the expression of 
Christian joy and sorrow ; such as refuse to 
admit the necessity of any fixed time for self- 
humiHation and repentance; such as cut 
themselves off fi'om all union with the prac- 
tice of the early Christians ; such as refuse 
allegiance to the Church's precepts ; and such 
as, giving all their time to the pursuit of 
wealth or pleasure, grudge to God even one 
^ort hour of worship on His holy day. 

And here. Brethren, I would say a few 
words upon our Friday services at this season. 
I have chosen a subject which concerns us 
all, the subject of Sin against Grod. And I 

G 2 
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hope to see assembled here a goodly congre- 

fation of earnest Christian people glad to 
evote one hour in the week to worshipping 
their Saviour, confessing their sins before 
Him, and learning how to serve Him better. 
I think that an hour might be devoted to 
religious duties for love of Christ as easily as 
to amusement for love of the world. And I 
think that an additional attendance at Church 
is just one of those duties of Lent in which 
the richest and the poorest may imite when 
the obligations of their home and station 
prevent them from doing more. If any here 
present regard Lent as an idle, useless, insti- 
tution of man's invention, an unprofitable 
slavery inconsistent with the liberty of the 
Gospel, a season of Pharisaic observance and 
of self-trusting righteousness, I will not stay 
now to argue the point. I pray God that 
some day the sense of their own sins, and 
gratitude for their Redeemer's sufferings, 
may kindle in their hearts the desire to keep 
rather a perpetual Lent of repentance and 
self-abasement. 

I will now speak (rf the universal custom 
in the Church of devoting these forty days 
to the great work of contrition, and repent- 
ance of sin. In the Primitive Church there 
was, as you have heard in the Commination 
service, a godly discipline that at the begin- 
ning of Lent such persons as stood convicted 
of notorious sin were put to open penance. 
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and pimished in this world, that their souls 
might be saved in the day of the Lord, and 
that others admonished by their example 
might be the more afraid to oflfend. 

But the last days have come with their 
perilous times, with more notorious offenders, 
and with relaxed discipline. The Church's 
law, light as it is, is set at nought by men 
who profess the utmost affection for her rules. 
Let us at least, for our part, act as dutiful 
children. Let us enquire what she would 
have us do, and what her purpose is in en- 
joining upon us the observance of Lent. And 
then let us endeavour to do her bidding, and 
obtain the profit. 

Now what is meant by the order that the 
Forty days of Lent are to be observed as 
days of fasting or abstinence ? 

Let us go back some hundred and sixty 
years, and listen to the words of a godly and 
pious layman, Robert Nelson, whose Book 
on the Fasts and Festivals of the Church of 
England is so well known, and so justly es- 
teemed among us. He wrote thus; "The 
design of the Church in this Order is that 
these forty days should be set apart as a pro- 
per season for mortification, and the exercise 
of self-denial; to humble and afilict our- 
selves by frequent fastings, and to punish our 
too often abuses of God's creatures by absti- 
nence, and by forbearing the lawful enjoy- 
ment of them ; to form and settle firm pur- 

G 3 



66 LENT A HUMILIATION OF LOVE. 

poses of holy obedience ; to pray frequently 
to God, both in private and public, for par- 
don and His Holy Spirit ; to put us in mind 
of that sore trial and temptation which Christ 
then endured for our sakes." And although 
we cannot in these days bear the privations 
which the primitive Cnristians loved to prac- 
tice, yet " every one should spend some part 
of the time in fasting ; more in abstinence, 
according to the circumstances of his health 
and outward condition in the world, and 
this with a design to deny and punish him- 
self, and to express his humiliation before 
God for his past transgressions. The orna- 
ment of attire may be laid aside as improper 
to express the sense of mourners; and the 
frequency of paying and receiving visits may 
be interrupted as unseasonable when our 
minds are oppressed with sorrow. Public 
assemblies for pleasure and diversion should 
be avoided as enemies to that seriousness we 
now profess. Qur retirements should be 
filled with reading pious discourses, and with 
frequent prayer, and with examining the 
state of our consciences. The public devo- 
tion shoxdd be constantly attended. We 
should be liberal in our amis, and very ready 
to employ ourselves in all opportunities of 
relieving either the temporal or spiritual 
wants of our neighbours. And we should 
frequentiy exercise ourselves in the medita- 
tion of <uvine subjects, the best means to 
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make all discourses from the press, and from 
the pulpit, effectual to our salvation." 

If these rules for the observance of Lent 
were good a hundred and fifty years ago in 
almost the coldest and most unloving age 
^ce the first preaching of the 'Gospel, they 
can hardly be complained of as too strict for 
the present time, when on every side reli- 
^ous declaimers are crying aloud, ^' Come 
with me, and see my zeal for the Lord." 

By obedience, cheerful obedience, to these 
precepts we may not doubt but that we shall 
do acceptable service to God, and of His 
bountiful mercy receive good to our souls. 

(1). By so doing we declare our belief in 
the Holy Catholick Church, the Communion 
of Saints, that whatsoever she has commanded 
everywhere, always, and among all men, 
comes to us with His authority Who pro- 
mises to be with His Church even unto the 
end of the world. We declare our belief that 
He is present among us, teaching and order- 
ing with an authority which no lapse of time, 
no perversity or lawlessness of man, can set 
aside. 

(2). Our obedience" is an acceptable ser- 
vice to Him as being obedience to His will, 
as we understand it from His Word, and the 
custom of tiie Churches of God. 

(3). Our obedience is an acceptable ser- 
vice to Him as being an act of love and 
sympathy towards the suffering Saviour, fill- 
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ing up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in our flesh, for His Body's sake, 
which is the Church."* 

(4.) Our obedience is an acceptable ser- 
vice to Him as an intercessory act of contri- 
tion, which, being offered by us, as St. Paul 
offered his sufferings in the verses just quoted, 
may be accepted with Him, through Jesus 
Christ, for ourselves, and for His Church, 
and find mercy, as the humiliation of Job 
for his children, and the fasting and mourn- 
ing of the people of Nineveh for themselves, 
foimd mercy fi:om Grod. 

It seems very strange that a practice sanc- 
tioned by our Lord Himself, and spoken of 
by Him as a regular part of holy exercises 
and Christian training, and as a means of 
casting out the evil spirit,^ should be so fre- 
quently misunderstood, and objected to. In 
the hope of clearing away some of these ob- 
jections and misunderstandings I will say a 
few words on the disposition of heart which 
is required to render fasting and all self- 
denial acceptable to God, and profitable to 
the soul. Perhaps they may not be without 
their use to those who aesire to serve Grod in 
this manner. 

In Ash-Wednesday's Gospel our Lord 
teaches you, ^^ When ye fast be not as the 
hypocrites." It is not then the mere abstain* 
ing from meat and drink which is acceptable 

m C0I068. 1 24. n St. Matthew vi. 16—18; zvii. 21. 
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in His sight. The superstitious abstinence 
of Eastern fanatics, and the cruel tortures 
Avhich they inflict upon themselves, are not 
the fast wnich God hath chosen. The fasting 
of the Pharisees for the sake of the praise of 
men was an offence to Him. The fasting of 
Christians when every desire except that of 
the bodily appetite is freely gratified, when 
the heart never turns to the thought of its 
^ins, to the sufferings of Christ, or to the 
needs of Christ's poor, is equally unprofitable 
and displeasing. 

The dispositions which alone make self- 
denial pleasing before God are humility and 
love. Never more th^n at this season do we 
need to pray with David, Make me a clean 
heart, and renew a right spirit within me. 
The loving and penitent soul has already 
looked through the seven weeks of Lent, and 
has seen the Cross raised up on Calvary. It 
says, " My sins have caused that. It is 
really my work." Therefore it delights to 
hear the call to repentance. Therefore it is 
ready to walk softly in the bitterness of its 
heart. Therefore it looks within itself, and * 
gathers together its secret and its open sins, 
its thoughtless and its presumptuous sins, its 
obstinacies and rebellions, its coldness and 
feintheartedness, its ignorances and negli- 
gencies, its distrust and unlovingness. Then 
it compares them with the grace and love 
showered down without measure from above. 
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It has its sin ever before it. And it is glad 
to have its sin ever before it, praying daily, 
" God be merciful to me a sinner." 

Therefore, Brethren, if you would keep 
Lent aright, repent, and carry your peni- 
tence into every part of your being where 
sin has entered, or may enter. Mortify your 
inclinations, your passions, your evil nabits. 
Mortify the quick temper. Abstain from the 
angry and imcharitable word. Quell the 
rebellious thought. Trample under foot the 
hatred which wishes evil to another, the 
vanity which puffs you up, and the pride 
which dishonours a brother. Resolve that 
this Lent shall see some besetting sin con- 
quered, so that by God's grace you may 
kneel at your Easter Communion more hum- 
ble, more penitent, more sympathising with 
the distresses, more charitable to the errors, 
of your fellow Christians. Carry your peni- 
tence into every part. Every member must 
be brought into subjection to the law of 
Christ ; and this is a law for aU seasons as 
well as for Lent. Think how many sins have 
entered into the soul through the eyes. With 
the eves vou may fest by tSming tLm away 
lest they behold vanity, and cause you to sm.® 
With the ear you may fast by refusing to 
listen to unkind and wicked words. Wi& 
the tongue you may fast by keeping silau% 
from such words. With the mind you may 

o Psalm cziz. 37. 
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fest by driving away every remembrance and 
every imagination which might bring you to 
take pleasure in the thought of sin. 

And on the other hand you may fast with 
eye, and ear, and Up, and memory, and every 
sense and power of mind, by supplying the 
room of banished sin with positive good. 
The eye may feed the soul by contemplation 
of the works of God, or by holy reading. 
The ear may hearken to the word of God. 
The tongue may speak to Him in prayer and 
praise. The memory may feed upon His 
Almighty love. Consider too that whatever 
you deny yourselves you may give to Christ's 
poor. '^Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen ? to loose the bands of wickedness, 
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every 
yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread to the 
mmgry, and that thou bring the poor that 
are cast out to thy house. When thou seest 
the naked that thou cover him ?"p To such 
a fast He who seeth in secret will openly give 
a rich reward. In the sick, the hungry, the 
naked, the ignorant, the Saviour is present, 
hoping to receive that He may pay you back 
an hundred fold. 

This is Lent, Brethren; a season of re- 
pentance ; a season of loving service ; a 
season of taking up the Cross, and following 
after the Lord. If you are weary and heavy 

P Isaiah Iviii. 3 — 8. 



72 LlENT A HUMILIATION OF LOVE. 

laden, if you grieve that your sins have cruci- 
fied Him once, if you wish to make Him any 
offering now, the best you can, althougn 
little one, come and keep Lent in this way. 
Your God served so many years for you, and 
they seemed to Him but a few days for the 
love He had imto you. Come now, in your 
turn, and serve for a few days for the love 
you have unto Him. If your love is any- 
thing like His Lent will be a burden which 
is no burden. His love is wonderful. Per- 
haps He may in His own time choose to make 
you partaker in the deepest of His sorrows. 
Perhaps He will give you to drink of that 
bitter cup of which He drank. Perhaps H^ 
may, before the end of life, lay so much 
upon you, that you may in the sufferings of 
flesh and spirit seem to be hanging on thri 
right hand of His Cross on Calvary. Whd* 
matter ? You will hear Him saying at th^ 
end, ^^ To-day shalt thou be with me ifi' 
Paradise." And when the Lent of this li^ 
shall be over, after the brief rest in the toinW 
and the' calm joy of Paradise, there shatf 
break forth the dawning of that Easter mom,' 
when the Church, His Bride, and each sottP 
for whom He served, and whom He has ^ 
poused to Himself, shall feel the.everla 
arms of the Heavenly Bridegroom thrd 
around her, and for ever; and the Bles6^ 
ones shall sit down at the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. 




SEEMON V. 




t Wmdintn of Ijesus, 



(Preached im Holy Week, 1863.^ 



*^ I am full of heaviness ; I looked for some to haye 
pity upon me, but there was no man ; neither found I 
any to comfort me." — ^PsaJm Ixix. 21. 

The writer of these words knew what it was 
to suffer in mind as well as in body, to sink 
under the dreary sense of loneliness as well 
as under the sharpness of bodily agony. But 
God did not leave him comfortless for long. 
We find him presently rejoicing in tribula- 
tion, then thanking God for support and de- 
liverance. *^ It is good for me," he writes, 
" that I have been in trouble." "In the multi- 
tude of the sorrows which I had in my 
heart, (and they were very many,) Thy 
comforts have refreshed my soul."* So God 
deals with all His people, as the God of all 
comfort, of patience and consolation. 

4 PBidm oziz. 71 ; xoiy. 19. 



74 THE LONELINESS OF JESUS. 

In all affliction kind words, kind tninisr 
trations, the assurances of brighter hours in 
the future, bring much of comfort. Still 
there are times when we cannot listen to 
words either of consolation, or encourage* 
ment, when the cheerfulness of those about 
us is rather irritating than comforting, wheti 
we are provoked into thinking, if indeed we 
refrain from saying, " You speak as if aU 
trouble was light, and speedily ended. But^ 
after all, what do you know of sorrow, such 
sorrow as my sorrow ?" 

What we want at such times is sympathy, 
the silent assurance conveyed by the kind 
eye or the gentle clasp of the hand that we 
are understood, such sympathy as Job's 
friends shewed him at the first when they 
came to mourn with him, and to com&Hrt 
him. '^ They sat down with him upon tfa^^ 
ground seven days and seven nights, aad 
none spoke a word ujito him ; for they s^&iW 
that his grief was very great."'' . t 

Now this is the consolation above all otiber 
which we possess in all our sorrows, the jA^ 
membrance that the Lord Jesus has suffered 
in like manner, and the assurance that He 
sympathises with us. In aU our afflictiona 
He was afflicted. He hath borne our grielE^ 
and carried our sorrows." This thought OMh 
not fail to render our burden lighter, .-ft 
brings with it something even more comfort- 

t Job ii. 13. > Isaiah bdii. 9; liii. 4. 
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mg than the assiirance of mercy. We re- 
joice of course, — ^how should we not? — ^in 
knowing that our God is a loving God, a 
merciful God, that He chastises only to draw 
us nearer to Himself. And we dare to trust 
tmrselves imreservedly, body and soul, into 
fiis hands, as into the hands of a faithful 
Clreator, and most merciful Saviour. But 
iiiore than this has He done in pity to our 
infirmities. He Who created has also suflfered. 
-Is it pain of body under which we groan ? 
We behold our Lord's adorable Body torn 
:mth the scourges, His Head and Hands and 
^eet pierced with the thorns and with the 
ififtils. Is it anguish of mind which distresses 
^s ? We hear His bitter cry, '^ My God, My 
€fod, why hast Thou forsaken Me."* What- 
>&mr we suffer He has experienced. That 
>glorified Body and Soul, wherein dwells all 
*he fulness of the Godhead, having suffered 
ICQOws our grief, and sympathises with us, 
being touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties. In His Incarnation, in the Man Christ 
fJesus, our weaknesses find a home, shelter- 
lag themselves in His strength. He has 
♦bbme our griefs, and carried oiu* sorrows. 
«n'Btit in this one point. Brethren, He is un- 
.Mlse us, that, suffering. He received neither 
lidb), nor consolation, nor sympathy. He 
Iboked for some to have pity upon Hun, but 
^kere was no man, neither found He any to 

t Psalm xxii. 1; St. Matthew xzvii. 46. 
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comfort Him. He was alone. Let this, be 
the subject of our meditation to-day, the 
loneliness of Jesus under His load of bodily 
and mental sorrows. 

, He has borne our griefe, and carried our 
sorrows. What did He receive in retm*n ? 
What share had the tender, loving, heart of 
Jesus in the sympathy of hearts beating in 
harmony, and desiring only what He desircii 
What share had He in the sympathy of 
minds searching out with His human mind 
the deep things of experience, [penetrating 
with His into the mysteries of created things ? 
His joy was unknown to others, a secret 
spring of deepest waters. Once only do we 
read that ^^ Jesus rejoiced in spirit.""* His 
knowledge was far above the scope of Hie 
disciples' minds. And His sorrow, — ^how far 
was "even the tenderest heart and next His 
own " from penetrating its depths ! H^ 
was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 

ief ; and we hid, as it were, our faces frpm 

[im. He was despised, and we esteemed 
Him not. When trouble was hard upon Him 
there was none to help Him. He looked for 
some to have pity upon Him, but there was 
no man, neither found He any to com&>nt 
Him. 

The life of Jesus upon earth was a life ^-of 
loneliness so far as regards earthly frieqtjdf- 
ship and commuion. His life was, of neoe^ 

a St. Luke X. 21. 
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is^y, a life apart. In one sense He was not 
alone, because the Father was with Him. 
But His human heart must have longed for 
himian sympathy. He could love. He could 
bless. He could restore the dead to the 
childless and widowed mother, the sick to 
♦he anguished and beseeching father. He 
^uld weep with those that wept over Lazarus' 
^ve. He could pass through, doing good, 
scattering joy and gladness everywhere. He 
could receive thanks, adoration, love. And 
yet He was alone. His tender infancy, even 
as He lay in the bosom of His Blessed Vir- 
gin Mother, was lighted with a consciousness 
of things too high to be shared by her. He 
itiiist cause her and His foster-father Joseph 
tliree days anxious search. Yet He cannot 
^^omfort her, or tell her mpre than is implied 
in the question, '' Wist ye not that I must be 
About My Father's business ?"^ He must 
begin His ministry wondrously, and mysteri- 
ously. And she was only to know that 
k^enceforth a barrier was raised between 
them, and was to seek Him only to find that 
their loving home at Nazareth was broken up 
fbr ever. A mother's love was not to solace 
His grief The Holy Baptist is beheaded. 
'' And when Jesus heard of it, lie departed 
by rfiip into a desert place apart. ""^ Again, 
fiiis spirit seeks relief in prayer, and " He 
went up into a mountain apart to pray ; and 

V St. Luke ii. 41—42. ▼ St. Matt. xiv. 13. 
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when the evening was come He was th^^ 
alone."* He foreknew long since of His 
decease which He must accomplish at Jeru^ 
salem, that bitter cup which the human 
weakness would fein, if it were possible, see 
removed from His lips. In His glory on the 
Holy Mount He may speak of it with Moaes 
and Elias. But when He commences to open 
the dark future to His disciples how are His 
words received? St. Peter's intrusive zeal 
cannot enter into his Master's loving appre- 
hensions. ^^ Be it far from Thee, Lord ; tMd 
shall not be unto Thee," is the hasty rejoin- 
der of one who, acknowledging the glory of 
the Christ, had never yet felt the burden of 
the Cross.^ As the last year of His ministry 
is drawing to its close. He tells the disciples 
that He has a Bapjtism to be baptized with, 
and that He is straitened imtil it be accom- 
plished. In connection with this He adds, 
'^ Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and the 
Son of Man shall be betrayed unto the Chief 
Priests and unto the Scribes, and they shall , 
condemn Him to death." - His heart is ftdl df 
heaviness. He foretells His coming agCNoy 
and disgrace. He puts it aU before them, the 
delivery into the hands of the Gentiles, the 
mocking and the cruel insults, the spittings 
the scourging, the malefactor's death folio w«l 
by the resurrection. Even then, no word. of 
sympathy, not one, falls fi'om the lips of 

X St. Matthew xiv. 23. y St Matthew xx. 17—23. 
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ilK^e He loves so well. They understood 
none of these sayings. And immediately 
James and John through their mother pre- 
fer their ambitious request that they may sit 
the one on His right hand, and the other on 
His left, in His kingdom. They were dream- 
ing of earthly greatness, while He was speak- 
ing of a crown of thorns, a reed for His 
sceptre, and the Cross for His throne. Then 
as the evening of His betrayal saw Him 
leave the Paschal supper for the mount of 
Olivet, . He. seems, as it were, to cling by 
bodily nearness to those from whom He was, 
lo&evertheless, so far separated in mind. He 
leads all the disciples into the Garden of 
€rethsemane. There He bids them rest, 
taking with Him a little farther the three 
Jbest beloved. Their nearness in body seems 
4o sustain and solace Him. But they may 
JM)t be with Him to share His sorrows, or to 
unite with Him in prayer. His soul, ex- 
ceedingly sorrowful, even unto death, may 
aaot impart any of its bitterness to them. 
They may watch near Him ; may pray, for 
tbemselves, that they enter not into tempta- 
tion, and for Him, that the Father, with 
Whom He is ever One, may support, and 
GSMCkfort Him. Then He went a little farther, 
imA fell on His face, and prayed. Being in 
an agony, He prayed more earnestly. And 
^en, coming back, He findeth them asleep. 
Not only in strength, but in weakness, He 
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and they were apart. '^ Could ye not watdi 
with Me one hour?" The knowledge of 
their doing so would have cheered, would 
have sustained Him. And He perceives they 
have sunk under their distress, and His heart 
has found in them not only separation, but 
desertion. 

But now they are awake again. He bad 
sadly forewarned them of the betrayal by 
Judas, and of their general cowardice and 
desertion; "Behold the hour cometh, yea^ 
is now come, that ye shall be scattered every 
man to His own ; and ye shall leave y£^ 
alone ; and yet I am not alone, for the Father 
is with Me!'"" Ye shall leave Me alone! 
His human spirit feels not only their sin. but 
their ingratitude, and His own loneliness and 
dejection. He saw it all beforehand. Th^i 
at last, as soon as He has been betrayed by 
one of them, all the others forsook Him, and 
fled. One, indeed, follows afar oflF, ventures 
to obtain admittance into the palace of tb^ 
High Priest, sees his Master struck and in- 
sulted, hears the sentence of death pro- 
nounced upon Him by the Jewish council^ 
and then, heedless of the warning, vnik 
oaths and curses declares that he knows not 
the man. Through that long night oif 
mockery and scorn, of hate and cruelty, ith© 
Lord Jesus looked for some to have piif 
upon Him ; but there was no man. No man 

< St. John xvi. 32. 
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ill tixe Jewish council to speak in His behalf ; 
IK) man in that crowded hall to plead for 
!Qim, or to do Him a kindness. Every face 
wore the bitter scowl of hatred, derision, and 
eiontempt ; and Jesus was alone. 

. And, though in the last and bitterest hours 
of His passion His blessed Mother and the 
Itoloved disciple stood together beneath the 
Gross, though many others stood afar off^ 
weeping and wondering, their presence was 
rather outward companionship than inward 
consolation, sympathy, and fellowship. The 
Blessed Virgin Mother had been forewarned 
oi the sword which was piercing through her 
soul. The disciples and holy women had 
]teaimed to look that He should redeem Israel, 
itxkd that He should go away from them. 
But it was not until after the resurrection 
that they understood the awfuluess of the 
0OBflict, and the greatness of the victory, 
eujdured and won upon the Cross. The pro- 
phetic writing had declared truly of Him, 
^f.I have trodden the wine-press alone, and 
of the people there was none with Me."* No 
heart, save that of Jesus, knew the terrors of 
Ifeat hour, the bodily torture, the mental an- 
l^sh, more and more sharp, imtil His utter 
loneliiiess wrung from Him in His weakness 
e.2iid desolation the agonizing cry, '' My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" 
lu Such was His loneliness in the expecta- 

a Isaiah bdii. 3. 



82 THE LONELINESS OF JESUS. 

tion, and under the actual experience of pain. 
But (as I said before) the same lonehness 
from the first threw its dark shadow upon 
His whole life, upon each one of those thirty 
three years in which He bore our griefs and 
carried our sorrows. He was no less perfect 
man than perfect God. The Divine Nature 
did not spare Him one pang, one throb, one 
sigh, to which His human nature was sub-, 
ject. He wept at the grave of Lazarus. He 
wept over Jerusalem, and the house left deso- 
late. On the walk to Calvary, He, bearing 
His cross, had the word of pity for the weep- 
ing daughters of Jerusalem, i et His words, 
His teaching, His prayers, declare the differ- 
ence existing between the Son of Mary, and 
the children of other mothers, a difference of 
knowledge, of thought, of purpose, which 
left Him alone. Does He tell of His ascen- 
sion ? It is, not our Father, but ^^ My Father 
and your Father, My God, and your God." 
Does He speak of hopes and fears ? It is for 
those whom He leaves upon earth, the Saviour 
for the beloved and redeemed, the Greater 
for the less. All that He feels and knows is 
above them. Like the glorious sun His 
heart sheds light and warmth into every 
heart, a light and warmth reflected again 
and again ; and He is present among them, 
but far, far above them. Their little joy and 
sorrow is a tribute to Him, an imitation, and 

b St. John XX. 17. 
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the effect of His ; but it cannot know His 
vastness. His inward life is union with 
His Father. When He speaks of Himself it 
is as united with His Father in will, and pur- 
pose, and desire. ^^I and My Father are 
Ope." ^^ Ye shall leave Me alone. And yet 
I,,am not alone, because the Father is with 
Me." "All things that the Father hath are 
Mine."*' These are the words of the Man, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Mary. We 
hear the human voice, broken by the emo- 
tions of sorrow and of an awful desire for 
the completion of the work of redemption. 
But into the fiilness of meaning contained in 
these expressions we cannot, dare not, seek 
to penetrate. When the Son of God speaks 
of His Sonship and its prerogatives, of the- 
ii^ffable Commimion and Unity maintained' 
by the Eternal Father and tne Co-eternal 
Son, of the everlasting purposes and the 
hidden counsels of heaven, we can only 
whisper, awe-struck and terrified, '^ What 
njaxxner of man is this ?" And if we feel 
t^\is, with the fulness of the Church's teach- 
ing lighting up the mysteries of the God- 
I^d, we Imow surely that the Apostles, be- 
fo^e the coming of the Holy Grhost, could 
n^^ have understood these tnings ; and that 
if f^eir affection prompted an answer, they 
Wi^uld, in ignorant and unseemly sympathy, 

r 

c St. John X. 30 ; xvi. 32 5 xvi. 13. 
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have cried with Peter, "That be fiur froia 
Thee, Lord." 

Consider, fiirther the loneliness of Jesus 
in His estimate and knowledge of earthly 
things. He, by Whom all things were made, 
knowing the laws by which the material 
creation is ruled and sustained by Himself, 
draws for the disciples fix)m the simplest of 
natural objects lessons of &ith and of con- 
tentment. He could discern for them tha 
face of the sky. He could remind His 
hearers that heaven and earth should pass 
away. Wondrous thoughts must have passed 
through His mind as He spoke of things visi- 
ble and known to them. And yet ten thou- 
sand marvels of Almighty Power and Al- 
mighty Love were bound, in every one of 
those natural objecjts which He knew from 
eternity, and which their finite experiience 
could not receive. And passing from the 
things of this world to the things, of eternity, 
we see Him again even more alone. H!e, 
in Whom the Spirit dwelt, One with the 
Father and the Spirit, was alone on earth ta 
the knowledge of Grod.^ " All things are de- 
livered unto Me of My Father ; and no man 
knoweth the Father but the Son.." "Nq 
man hath seen Grod at any time. The onljjf 
begotten Son, Which is in the bosom of tl>e 
Father, He hath declared Him."^ The everr 
lasting purposes, the Will, the Love, the 

d St. Matt. zi. 27 ; St. John i. la 
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Nature of the Godhead, were known to Him 
Who walked on the earth as the Son of Man. 
Yet He could not share this knowledge with 
another. The disciples might learn a por- 
tion. They might receive ; but they could 
not repay. 

Again, He alone could know what sin is. 
It was for Him first to explain the spiritual 
meaning and intention of the law, love to 
God and man. He understood the character 
of sin not only by His divine knowledge, but 
by anticipation of the Cross. There He be- 
held Himself, God dying for sin, and yet God 
slain by sin. Like the crime of the fallen 
angels so is all sin, rebellion against God, 
desire to destroy God. He could see from 
the first offence of Adam sin propagating 
itself in millions upon millions of human 
hearts, each one sinning million. upon million 
sins, each one spoiled, marred — and of the 
whole how vast a number lost for ever. " For 
God (says Bishop Pearson) laid on Him the 
iniqmties of us all. And as we are obliged 
to be sorry for our particular sins so was 
He grieved for the sins of us all. If 
then we consider the perfection and lati- 
tude of His knowledge. He understood all 
the sins of men for which He suffered, all 
the evil and guilt, all the offence a^inst the 
Majesty, and ingratitude against the Good- 
ness, of God which was contained in those 
cons. ' 
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Once more ; He alone knew the awfiilnesd 
of eternal punishment^ and therefore the true 
value of a human soul. So much lost which 
mortal knowledge cannot fathom, an eternity 
of happiness ! So much received in exchange 
for a soul, an eternity of misery ! How He 
must have grieved in His loving spirit as 
men tmned away and would not be savedf 
How He must have mourned as looking into 
the far depths of the fature He saw the souls 
which He had created, and for which He was 
about to die, turning away because they 
would not .have life, and choosing nevei^- 
ending destruction ! No human heart could 
feel tliis grief as He felt it, or share it with 
Him. No human heart could look, and long, 
and mourn, over the departing sinner, as the 
heart of Jesus did. 

In all He was alone. Earthly relation- 
ship could not share with Him. Earthly 
Mendship deserted Him. Earthly knowledge 
was overwhelmed before Him. Earthly 
purity was shamed. Earthly hearts could 
never love as He loved friends and enemies. 
Earthly zeal fainted at His side. Earthly 
endurance failed. In the battle He was alone.^ 
He trod the winepress alone, and of the peo- 
ple there was none with Him. In afHictioh 
He was alone. He looked for some to have 
pity on Him but there was no man, neither 
found He any to comfort Him. 

God be thanked, though our Saviour WM 
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tenely, though He found none to comfort 
Him, He has left us neither lonely nor com- 
fortless. Though wm cannot suffer with Him 
He is suffering for us, and with us. His suf- 
ferings, and so His loneliness, have won sal- 
vation for us. In His lonelindfes we find 
eomfort. When we are oppressed with the 
troight and burden of our sin, when accusing 
thoughts bring us into His presence and we 
bow down before Him hiding our faces in the 
dust, will He not disperse them as He did 
the accusers of the woman taken in adultery ? 
And we shall lift up our eyes when He 
speaks, to see Jesus left alone, and to hear 
the gracious words of absolution, '' Go, and 
sin no more." 

Surely, in the many hours when our lone- 
liness presses us down, Jesus, alone, deserted, 
and unpitied, will come and pity us. Lone- 
Hness will come. The heart knoweth its own 
bitterness. We niay be most alone when 
most with others. Sometimes we dare not, 
Sometimes we cannot, speak, to share, even 
with those best beloved, our joys and our 
sorrows. Words will not express what we 
feel, and desire to communicate. We can- 
not frame a case so as to obtain the comfort, 
Ihe advice we need. 

♦ Or those whom we love best leave us to 
walk alone. They know our sorrow, our 
desire to serve God, and they throw stumb- 
Mng blocks in our way ; or they cannot un- 

i2 
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derstand us ; or they leave us to ourselTes, 
when we are trying to bring them nearer to 
Christ. The heavenward path is a trying 
one to tread alone. But we see by the foot- 
marks that Jesus was alone throughout the 
whole way* of the Cross. 

One lonely hour, one lonely journey, 
must come to us all, the hour of death, the 
journey through the dark valley. All alone 
we die. Yet He Who was most alone of all 
promised to one believing soul that he should 
be with Him that night in Paradise. For us, 
likewise, our lonely hour when earthly 
friends are shut out froiH us will, if we are 
found in Jesus, be blessed by angelic minis- 
trations and companionship of the Crucified 
and Living Lord, the Good Shepherd, with 
His guiding hand. His rod and staff to 
comfort us. As His Death- is our life, so 
His Loneliness is surely an eternal presence 
with us. 

Let us meditate upon the Loneliness of 
Jesus as one of the chief among the mys- 
teries of His Passion. Let us draw com- 
fort from it, and with comfort the blessed 
assurance that however lonely we may be 
He Who will not leave us comfortless will 
Himself come to us; that He will say to 
us, as we kneel in penitence before Him, 
'' Thy sins are -forgiven thee, go in peace ;" 
or perhaps speak to us as He did to the 
weeping Mary in the garden, giving us not 
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only enduring consolation for ourselves, but 
bidding us, moreover, take His disciples 
word that they msmr know where to find 
Him, and remain with Him for ever. 






SEEMON VI. 




(Preached Whit Sunday y 1860. J 



" Hereby know we tliat we dwell in Him, and He in 
us, because He bath given us of His Spirit." — 1 St. Jobn 
iv. 13. 

To-day, Brethren, one of the greatest doc^ 
trines of the Christian Faith is put so proi 
minently before our thoughts that to speai:, 
from the pulpit on any other subject would 
spoil the harmony of our services. We have 
strong reason for thankfulness that our Church 
services are so arranged as to , bring eacla 
vital truth in turn before our minds, and that 
we are thus prevented from forgetting any, 
and from dwelling upon one to the exclusioi> 
of the rest. All one-sided views are mis^f 
taken in art, science, politics, commercff^ 
what you will. One-sided views in religiw? 
are positively dangerous. For example; if 
men thought only of God's holiness and jus- 
tice, forgetting His mercy, they would soQii 
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despair of salvation. If they thought only 
of His mercy, forgetting His holiness, they 
lATonld soon cease to fear sin. Only in pro- 
portion as we attain to the whole truth is 
our religious knowledge safe and blessed. 
And in order to know God as He is, we must 
be taught by His Spirit, Whom the Lord 
Jesus calls the Spirit of truth, the Spirit Who 
should lead the disciples into all the truth. 
To-day God's Holy Word, written under the 
inspiration of that same Spirit, has been read 
in our ears, telling us of His coming upon 
the disciples on the day of Pentecost. In 
our Collect we have prayed for a right judg- 
ment in all things, for light, and counsel, and 
strength. And our whole service to-day 
plainly teaches us that Christian belief and 
Christian practice are so united one with the 
o1;her that we cannot obey God's command- 
ttients and please Him unless we believe 
what He has revealed ; and, again, that we 
cannot call any faith a saving faith, unless it 
work by love, and bring forth good fruit. 
' • We must believe, and we must obey. See 
how much the great mystery of this day has 
to do with our faith and obedience. The 
knowledge of heavenly things is imparted to 
the world by the Holy Ghost, by Whom also 
i* given the grace to believe, the will and 
](jower to obey. The disciples, having been 
instructed by their Master during the space 
of three years, were commanded by Him to 
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tarry at Jerusalem until they should ba 
endued with power from on high. As soon 
as the Holy Spirit fell upon them in shape of 
the fiery tongues the authority to preach the 
Word was given. St. Peter stood up to 
invite those very men who had crucified thd 
Lord of Grlory to repentance and belief in 
His Name. That same Spirit Who inspired 
his words opened the hearts of the wondering 
and attentive multitude. Three thousand 
souls were that same day baptized into tiie 
Name of the Lord Jesus. Unless that same 
precious Gift be shed forth upon the Chupoh 
now none of the means used for bringing 
sinful men to repentance and faith can be 
efiectual. Unless He bless the spoken word 
that word will return unto the preacher void* 
Unless He open the heart there can be 116 
glad receiving of the Word, no living failii) 
no springing up of the seed sown therein* 
Unless He water the growing plant with thd 
dew of His grace, and make the beams erf 
the Sun of Righteousness to shine upon it^ 
no good fruit can be brought to perfectioni 
We need, both for faith and for obedience-, 
the grace of the Holy Spirit of Grod, that 
various supernatural working by which we 
are new-bom in Baptism, by which, if w^ 
fall from the innocency of our Baptismal 
State, we are recalled and converted, by 
which we are daily renewed, supported, and 
refreshed, enabled to tread Satan under our 
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feet, and to subdue our own corrupt will, by 
which we receive strength to live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life to the glory of Goers 
Holy Name. Is any one among us living a 
life alienated from the grace of God ? It is 
because he is resisting the calls and influences 
cf that Blessed Spirit. Is any one daily 
inore and more conformed to the image of 
God's dear Son ? It is because He is obedient 
to the voice of the Spirit, and submits to be 
£brmed and moulded by the Hand which is 
ohanging him from glory to glory. We can 
do nothing good and well pleasing to God 
without the grace of His Spirit preventing 
and assisting us. With it we can do aU 
tilings, conquer all temptations, go on unto 
sUl perfection. If we fail, and come short of 
4he glory of God, the fault is in our own im- 
perfect and irresolute will, and in our misuse 
of the grace already given. We believe that 
God, Who will have all men to be saved, 
gives something of this grace to every child 
of man. We cannot understand in all cases 
how He works, as with the heathen, for in- 
alance, who never heard the Blessed Name of 
Jesus. We know only that the Great Judge 
of all will deal with them according to their 
tki^ht and the relics of His Truth yet exist- 
ing* among them.® But this we may unhesit- 
atingly believe, that when the good tidings 
bf the gospel declaring salvation, by the 

' e Bom. ii. 14. 
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Death of the Son of God have souuded ia 
the hearing of any one, whether he be livmg 
in a Christian or a heathen country, wheth^ 
he be baptized or nnbaptized, these tidings 
are God's offer of mercy to his soul, and are 
accompanied with grace for its acceptance.- 
Whether this offer be brought before the; 
heart by the voice of the Lord's servant, oj> 
by the letters of the printed book, it is th.fef 
call of the Hohr Spirit, There is but ou^ 
impediment to His entrance and His indwell- 
ing, and that is the sullen, obstinate, resistance/ 
of the hard heart. 

It is evident, then, that the work of the 
Holy.Spirit is a work of mercy, and of mercy 
towards all men, having for its object their 
present, and eternal, salvation. It is evident^ 
too, that men are dependent upon the Spirit, 
as they are upon the Father and the Soiij. 
for their eternal life. This being so, oughjb. 
we not to be unfeignedly thankftd for the« 
knowledge, and the possession, of the pi)Qrj 
mises, that God will give His Holy Spirit tq'; 
them that ask Him ; that His W ord wiUL- 
effectually work in them that believe it;- 
that every desire for His grace has beej^t 
planted in our hearts by that same Spirit ro.> 
order to bring us to prayer, that He may 1^ 
entFeated, and prevailed upon, to give freeljf^j 

Indeed, we ought to be thankfiil in l£#f 
mere knowledge that there is such a goo^i 
and loving Spirit. How much greater our 
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cause for thankfulness in the assurances that 
the Spirit has been given to us to testify of 
the Father and of the Son, to convince the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment ; that the Apostles were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and with power not only to 
pr6ach the Word but also to confirm it by 
\^Onderful works ; that the Prophets and 
Erangelists wrote under His direction the 
story of divine love in Christ Jesus ; that 
other faithful men were in turn entrusted 
with these precious truths ; and that He has 
established for us His Church to be the pillar 
and ground of the truth/ All this the Spirit 
has done to bring us unto Christ ; all this to 
teach us, to win us, to give us fiill assurance 
of faith, joy and peace in believing. 

Great as these blessings are they form but 
a portion of God's good gifts to mankind. 
Ail these are external to us, outside, above 
us. And our hearts want something as a 
present possession, an earnest of our inherit- 
aiice, a seal of our adoption,^ something 
within to rest upon and to love. They want 
soinething apart fi:om the expectation of 
future reward, which will satisfy the desire 
of fellowship and affection. Tney want a 
^^ice to speak to them in moments of doubt 
aJld fear, a power which shall, in dark mo- 
riients, open the veil and let them see God. 
T&is, too, is ours in Christ. There is more 

f 1 Tim. iii. 15. g Ephes. i. 13, 14. 
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of meaning than at first appears in St. Paulas 
farewell to the Corinthians, with which w^ 
end our morning and evening prayer : " The 
grace of our Lord. Jesus Christ, and the love 
of Grod, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost."^ Does God then dwell with men? 
Yes. '' Truly our fellowship is — ^not only 
with the Holy Ghost, but — ^with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ. And hereby 
know we that we dwell in Him, and He in 
us, because He has given us of His Spirit"^| 

This was the promise of the Father, this 
was the purpose of the Saviour's word, ^^It 
is expedient for you that I go away." This 
was why He prayed the Father to send 
another Comforter Who should abide with 
them for ever, adding the assurance, " I wSIl 
not leave you comfortless, I will come uiife) 
you. At tnat day ye shall know that I aim 
m My Father, and ye in Me, and I Sn 
you. ''J 

Most precious promise! Most loviAg 
prayer ! Most blessed assurance ! We haire 
not to look far for proof of their fulfilment. 
The Day of Pentecost, the first Whitstm- 
tide of the Christian Church, saw that Blesi^d 
Spirit, that other Comforter, poured out tipdn 
the disciples. The conversion of three thx>|i- 
sand souls of every nation under heaven J at 
the preaching of these men, is sufficient ^W- 
dence that the Almighty Lord was speaking 

h 2 Cor. xiii. 14. i 1 8t. John i. 3 ; iy. 13. j St. John ziy. 1^ 20. 
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by the disciples of Jesus. What gave St. 
Peter this boldness, this conviction not only 
of the truth of his message, but also of its 
success ? Was it not the sense of the in- 
dwelling of the Father, and of the Son, of 
which the Spirit was the earnest? The 
Apostles knew that they dwelt in Q-od, and 
God in them, because He had given them of 
His Spirit. So they went forth, empowered 
and emboldened, to convert the world. So 
they went forth preaching everywhere, the 
Lord confirming the Word with signs follow- 
ing, and were content to lay down their lives 
for the Lord Jesus. And what they believed 
they taught by word and letters. Among 
the many verses which may be quoted, let 
' us take one or two out of the eighth chapter 
of St. Paid's Epistle to the Romans; "Ye 
have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
^irit that we are the children of God."^ The 
^s^me evidence, then, that they received, we 
^ow on their authority that we possess like- 
; wise, even the evidence of the Spirit, not 
'.oi:ily testifying outside of us that Grod, and 
/jCl^ynst, and Himself, are three Persons in 
a Oiie God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier 
"p^men, but testifying also within us that 

k Bomans viii. 16, 16. 
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Grod has given us of that Spirit, that GU)d 
dwells in us, and we in God. 

Our Catechism teaches us that in our Bap- 
tism we were made members of Christ, and 
children of God. At the Baptism of our 
children we pray God to give His Holy Spirit 
to these children that they may be borli 
again, according to the promise that He will 
give His Holy Spirit to them that ask Hiim 
For these expressions and prayers and ast 
surances we have the authority of Scripture. 
St. Paul makes this doctrine the foundatioa 
of His warnings against sin, as St. John 
makes it the ground of His consolat.on& 
'' Know ye not," writes the former, "that ye 
are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you ?" What agreemeiR^ 
hath the Temple of God with idols ? For j© 
are the Temple of God ; as God hath said) 
I will dwell in them, and walk in them.-'.V 
Such is the position of the baptized toward* 
God. They have no unfulfilled promieeei 
but the very possession of grace, and the ukr 
dwelling of the Spirit, and so of the Fathei^ 
and of the Son. We know this. We sur^ 
bound to reflect upon it as a marvellously 
high and awfiil condition. The Almighty 
Son of God humbled Himself that we miglil 
be exalted ; exalted not hereafter only,, bot 
now, in this life, as partakers of the Diviit^ 
Nature so soon as, being baptized into Chrieil^ 

1 1 Cor. iii. 16 J 2 Cor. vi. 16. ' A 
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We> have put on Christ. But as yet glory 
and exaltation do not involve certainty. We 
may have preserved the grace of Baptism 
until yesteraay, and to-day have lost it. We 
may have been once, or ten times, or ten 
thousand times fallen, and now, converted. 
And yet we may be to-morrow castaway. 
Crod's assurances are for present comfort and 
encouragement, but not for rest or presump- 
tion. Be not high-minded, but fear. 

. This comfort and assurance for the present 
is justified only so far as ;we have the witness 
of the Spirit in our hearts. What then, if 
t^ have done despite imto the Spirit of grace, 
if we have resisted the Spirit, and quenched 
tb© Spirit ? It will not profit us to plead 
tffhnt God has done for us, or what we have 
done for God, in times past. As the hour of 
deatii finds us, so shall we appear at the day 
of judgment. As we are now so perhaps 
%kall we be at the hour of death. It con- 
eesuB us, therefore, to know whether we have 
tfee Spirit which He has given jitill dwelling 
in our hearts. And what is the witness of 
<A« Spirit ? 

v* Here is one rule very clearly laid down for 
Wir guidance, that the Spirit is never un- 
^katfol. Wherever He dwells there are always 
Whe found the good fruits by which He wit- 
^liieisfies to His presence. As we judge of a 
itt»e so are we taught to judge of the heart. 
And these are the fruits of the Spirit ; Love, 

k2 
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joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goocb 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance ; againfli 
such there is no law.""" Trifling virtues, aa 
«ome might judge. Let us ask ourselves how 
many of them are to be seen in our liveSf 
how many dajrs we pass without offending 
that Blessed Spirit. it 

Another testimony which we may trust is 
that of a good conscience, '' that in simpli(Mt(7v 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom 
but by the grace of God we have our con* 
versation in the world. '"^ This is verj^ 
different fix)m mere feeling. Conscience may; 
we know, be seared and hardened. But) 
commonly, with all who are sincerely trying 
to serve the Lord conscience when dealt 
with honestly is a safe guide. Take the ten 
commandments as explained by our Losd 
Himself in their application to the desire and 
the will. Let the soul bear witness againrt 
herself, and let conscience pronounce the 
condemnation or acquittal. Until we have 
done this our feelings are not to be tru^d. 
Even then they are not always infallible in 
their judgment. 1 

Again, if we have the Spirit of God stiJi 
dwelling in us we are able, and glad, to 
receive the things of God, which the natural 
man cannot receive, because they are spirilii- 
ally discerned.® . The blessings which JesoK 
pronounced upon meekness, poverty, sorrow, 

m Gal. V. 22, 23. n 2 Cor. i. 12. o 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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gimtleness, purity of heart, were incompre- 
kensible to the Jews, and Gentiles alike, 
foolishness to the latter, a stumbling-block to 
title former. They are no less in,comprehen- 
flible to many Christians now. We profess 
to believe them. But our life too often gives 
the lie to our profession. It rejects the hard 
sayings of Revelation. It takes the low 
jBtandard of the world instead of the high 
standard of God. But when the heart is 
i»ally illuminated by the indwelling Spirit of 
€k)d it perceives at once how God's law ex- 
t^ds to the secret motives, affections, and 
desires. Conscience is quickened. And thus 
Bms which once were passed over as of 
iio account, are daily mourned over, watched 
against, and corrected. The understanding 
tomprehends more clearly the character of 
Gtody His love and His mercy, His purity 
imd hatred of sin ; daily feels deeper humilia- 
tion for its manifold offences, deeper longings 
4o be transformed into His image. 
. 1 Well for us, if we can feel and act thus ; 
if the sense of imperfection brings sorrow 
for sin and desire for holiness. These can- 
ilEOt exist except where the Spirit of the Lord 
d«. And these lead the Christian into that 
iafeorviee which is perfect freedom. One other 
4eBb therefore is found in the answer to the 
billowing questions : " Do we feel the service 
jof God to be liberty, or slavery ? Do we 
groan being burdened with sin ? Or, do we 
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groan complaining that His commandments 
are grievous ?*' If we are loving sin we can* 
not have the Father and the Son dwelling in 
us. It is impossible. The sense of their 
continual presence in the heart of the wHfiil^ 
obstinate, sinner would be intolerable. 

But if — ^which we may surely hope foE 
some, which we must ask for ourselves asd 
for all, — ^if we dwell in Him, and He in «% 
what are the blessings resulting therefrom ? 

Pardon of sin, no doubt. For the believer 
who thus dwells in Christ, and is thus unitod 
to Christ, is made partaker of Christ, and is 
Clirist all things are ours. He is made paiv: 
taker of all that Christ has wrought for ti^ 
world, of that full, perfect, and sufficieiit^ 
satisfaction made upon the Cross. • n: 

Regeneration is another of these blessingjfc 
For if any man be in Christ he is a ix«vi 
creature. This great baptismal gift is dttj^i 
bv day renewed and perfected by the IBjobp 
Uhost. The new nature in bearing gooA 
fruit exhibits its characteristics by its resents 
blance to Christ, loving what He lovefi,) 
hating what He hates. So, together with' 
regeneration, are found justification B,nd* 
sanctification, freedom from the guilt baA 
penalty of sin, freedom from the power of 
sin, freedom from the love of sin ; '' for tiimt 
that are Christ's have crucified the flesh vnvk 
the affections and lusts."^ o,- 

P Gal. y . 2 &. 
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?»^'-This freedom is in itself a blessing for the 
present and the future life, resulting from 
onr admission among God's children, and 
our possession of His Holy Spirit. But our 
text speaks of the knowledge enjoyed by 
God's children that they are in this state of 
salvation. As St. Paul writes, ^^ The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit that we 
a»e the chilc^en of God."^ Let us not mis- 
tMs for the irrevocable assurance of final sal- 
▼ation. Of that St. Paul himself refrained 
ttom speaking too confidently. He calls 
iq)On us to work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling. But this witness of the 
Spirit in our hearts does, and must, assure 
JX» !of our Heavenly Father's favour and good- 
ness to us. It tells us of all His promises, 
fiRBuring us that they are the promises of a 
WBither towards His children ; that He has 
llBOUght us into a state of salvation ; that, 
mless of our own traitorous will we depart 
ikon Him, He will stablish the thing which 
He has wrought in us. It assures us that 
CSmst died for all that all should live unto 
©od ; that He is giving us all things needful 
:feit our soul's life here, for our endless life in 
fee world to come. 

iv: And if we should fall away. Yes, if we 
ha^ feUen, the Spirit which He has given 
ub still strives long, witnessing that we are 
sons of God, prodigal sons it may be, and in 

4 Bom. yiii. 16. 
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a far country, but not less His sons. It wit- 
nesses ihat He is waiting with attentive ear 
for the first words of repentance and return, 
bidding us cry, <^Abba, Father, I have sin- 
ned against heaven, and before Thee, and 
am no more worthy to be called Thy son."' 
This hope of acceptance for the returning, 
this assurance of favour for the abiding, is 
the Spirit's message to the whole Church, 
and to every single soul. The Spirit and the 
Bride say, Come. Shall we not accept the 
invitation, and daily draw nearer to our God 
and Saviour, that we may have to drink of 
the Water of Life freely, and receive of His 
fulness for time, and for eternity ? 

r Si. Luke xy. 18. J 
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"Never man spake like this man." — St. John vii. 46. 

The testimony of an unwilKng witness is 
always valuable. When a man is found con- 
tradicting his previous opinions long held, 
and strongly expressed, and this in the teeth 
of his own interests and to the hurt and 
offence of his Mends, there is every reason to 
give him credit for speaking in good faith. 
Still more so if his evidence be given un- 
willingly and in spite of himself, wnmg froxa 
him by the perseverance of his questioners, 
or by some sudden and unexpected shock. 
Moreover, if we know that this unwilling 
.witness has had new facts submitted to his 
notice with fall opportunities, for their in- 
vestigation, we may then most reasonably 
suppose that he is m every respect to be re- 
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lied upon, as well on the score of knowledge, 
as of honesty. We may trust him as able to? 
form a sound ludsmaent, and as truthful in* 
hifl representatU ^ th^t :,vhich has taken 
place before his eyes. Now this is precisely 
what occurred again and again in our Lord's 
ministry. His bitterest enemies, men aad 
devils, bore the strongest testimony in Hiw 
favour. Some treacherously, so that w# 
scarcely distinguish how far they really held 
to their words; as when the Scribes aikA 
Pharisees came to Him saying, '^ Master, we^ 
know that Thou art true, and speakest iii6 
way of God in truth;'"* but others, in the 
rage of vexed and baflOied malice ; as tikd 
devils, who, in the persons of the possessed, 
meeting Him, cried out, '' I know Thee Wh<J 
Thou art, the Holy One of God."* The «H 
stance recorded in this chapter is not Iwi 
remarkable than any. The officers of flwS 
Chief Priests and Pharisees had been coin* 
missioned to apprehend our Blessed Lofrd^ 
He had already said and done many things 
which rendered Him obnoxious to the rulewsT 
At the very commencement of His public 
life He had appeared in the Temple, and 
arming Himself with a scourge of small cords^' 
(a useless weapon in itself when employ^ 
against a multitude of angry men,) He nail 
driven the buyers and sellers out of tfedl 
sacred courts with these remarkable wordff/ 

• St. Matt. xxli. 16. t St. Hark i. 24. 
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^t)Make not My Father's house an house of 
BGiepchandize."'* He was either a dangerous 
fenatic, or a man of singular power and dar- 
ing. And if His words meant anything they 
dlaimed a divine authority for His acts, a 
Sonship with God for Himself. For by say- 
ig^ that God was His Father, He made Him- 
i^lf equal with God. Friends and enemies 
wight have said, as well then as at a later 
^itne, that " never man spake like this man." 
Tfeo public attention was drawn to Him. 
0»e of the Pharisees, a ruler of the Jews, 
^ieodemus, came to Him for further teach- 
ing. He, like so many others, finds the 
]^rd's words too hard for comprehension, 
alinost too hard for belief. The woman , of 
^^maria is astonished at His insight into her 
piliSt and present life. She hastens back to 
^r friends, entreating them to come and 
W0 a man which had told her all that ever 
s]|6 did. And she asks, ^^Is not this the 
Cft^rist ?" as if none other than an aflfirmative 
Q^a^wer could be given to her question. The 
Samaritans come forth, already believing on 
j^im for the saying of the woman. But after 
|}^ Lord has spent two days with them they 
<^lare that it is not for her saying that they 
^leiUeve, but because they have heard Him 
'ftlfflnselves, and know that this is indeed the 
gjfefist, the Saviour of the world. The mira- 
9I0 1 next in order recorded, the healing, by 

a St. John ii. 16. 
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the word spoken by Jesus at Cana^ of iilie 
nobleman's son who lay sick at Capernaum, 
exemplifies in a different way the power of 
the word of Jesus. In the sixth chapter we 
have that wonderful discourse concerning 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Body and Blood, 
at which many weye offended, and walked 
no more with Him. His words were here a 
savour of death unto death to many. They 
were, on the other hand, a savour of life unto 
life to others. Lord, to whom shall we go ? 
asks St. Peter, speaking in the name of the 
twelve ; Thou hast the words of eternal life. 
And we believe, and are sure, that Thou airt 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 
Some time after this, in the last year of His 
ministry, the Lord went up to Jerusalem, et 
the Feast of Tabernacles, and there tai^t 
openly in the Temple. The people waoe 
astonished at His doctrine, and His boldojee*. 
Thereupon followed the attempt of the rol^s 
to take Him, and they sent forth thetr 
officers. We can well imagine these men, 
jealous for the interests of their employBm, 
eager to fulfil their errand and to win appro- 
bation, gradually forcing their way through 
the crowd to be within hearing of the well- 
known and disagreeable preacher, now be- 
come more daring and aggressive than e^er. 
The day passes, and their errand is not 
accomplished. They have had no opportu- 
nity of taking Him secretly, and they were 
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niit prepared to make a public disturbance. 

Then came the last day, that great day, of 

the feast, on which they heard the words of 

Jesus concerning thirst j and the living water, 

.and the coming gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Many of the people, therefore, when they 

ihoard this saying, said, ^ ' Of a truth this is 

*the Prophet." Others said, ^^ This is the 

-<3hrist." Some of them would have taken 

Hmi« The officers return to the Chief Priests, 

and Pharisees, but there is no prisoner ac- 

acmipanying them. They have this only 

e&euse to offer, ^' Never man spake like this 

imaii;" an excuse uttered in a tone which 

'ekpressed their awe of Him, and a certain 

r Mth mingled with this awe. The reply of 

:the Pharisees displays not merely anger on 

'dCBOimt of the neglect of a plain duty, but 

irritation with their officers for having been 

led, or almost led, into a belief in Jesus of 

-^Nazareth; ^^Are ye also deceived? Have 

T«ny of the rulers, or the Pharisees, believed 

era Him? But this people which knoweth 

.not the law are cursed." 

T This seems to be the main object of the 
:ea{riier chapters of St. John's Gospel, indeed 
we- might say the one great object of his 
- €toi^el throughout, to declare the power and 
the glory of the Lord's Word, He tells us 
.more concerning the words of Jesus, and less 
of His miracles^ than the other Evangelists, 
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as if he would shew us the Word of Grod, In 
His intercourse with men, and in His com^ 
munion with His Father in heaven. We hear 
the word spoken with authority and power, 
with a lleart-searching indignation and 
with a forgiving gentleness, in simplest 
teaching for the multitude, and in sublimed! 
mysteries for His chosen disciples. We heav 
Hun declare that God was His Father ; Hiiii 
He and His Father are One. We hear Hi^ 
pouring forth His soul to His Father in ihieA 
wondrous prayer which no human mind osd 
ever hope thoroughly to fathom. We set^ 
Him betrayed by Judas, and even then by a 
simple word, — ^without an effort, as it wes^ 
but by the mysterious power of His Divins 
title, — keeping His enemies at bay. The 
armed soldiery approach Him, and deelai^ 
the object of tneir search. They seek Jesus 
of Nazareth. '^ Jesus said unto them, I ami^ 
It is the title of the Great Gt)d, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the self-existe&t 
One, Who, sending forth Moses to be tbd 
deliverer of the chosen people, would be 
known as the great I AM. '^ As soon then 
as Jesus had said unto them, I. am, they wen* 
backward, and fell to the ground." Follow 
Him .to the Cross. Stay with Him to Hha 
end. Listen, so far as it is permitted yon} 
to the sayings of the great forty days hi 
tween the Resurrection and the Ascension^ 
to St. Paul, and to St. John. And then say, 
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frith these awe-struck, half-persuaded, officers 
of the Jewish rulers, ^^ Never man spake like 
this man." 

We are not to suppose that St. John is 
^one in his testimony to the power of Christ's 
word. The other Evangelists have given 
theirs, although not so particularly. They 
ffJate many miracles done by Him through 
Sis word. For instance they have recorded 
tbat with authority He commanded the un- 
dl^ean spirits, and the"vt obeyed Him ; that He 
bade the raging winas and waves hold their 
peace and be still, and immediately there 
WBs a great calm ; that His own people, at 
ttie commencement of His ministry, though 
they were offended at Him, were astonished 
dt His doctrine, for His word was with 
power.^ 

^ . We, knowing Who He is, the Very Word 
bf GcmI, feel that it could hardly have been 
trtherwise. We are astonished rather at His 
teience than at His words, the silence of the 
tlo&rty years' retirement with His Blessed 
STirgin Mother while so awful and so weighty 
a' charge lay upon Him as the redemption of 
a -world. We are astonished at His silence 
in the judgment hall, when, beset by false 
adCTisations, by insults and reproaches, He 
pcnswered to never a word. We, knowing that 
He is the Word of God, by Whom all things 
Weie made, and without Whom was not any- 

* -' w St. Hark i. 27 ; St. Matt. viii. 26 ; St. Luke iv. 82. 
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thing made that was made, feel that at b^ 
moment, as at the Creation, He had only to 
speak, and, as He spoke, so it shoidd be 
done. 

Let us proceed now to consider some of 
the instances in -which our Blessed Lard 
spake as never man spake. The words them^ 
selves we may suppose to have been Httl« 
remarkable, for He had been bred up in 'd 
country place as the son of a carpenter, witfe* 
out education, working for His daily l^ead; 
And although in Him were hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, yet H>e 
does not appear to have manifested before 
men any other knowledge of earthly things 
than that which was supplied to Him by HisS 
own himoian observation, experience, and 
reasoning. He did not speak with enticmg 
words of man's wisdom, gratifying itching 
ears. And yet, even when speaking of earthly 
things, there was that in His manner whicll 
attracted and awed the multitude. Th» 
common people heard Him gladly. All Ae 
people were very attentive to hear Him^ 
Very often He spoke to them only in para^ 
bles which they could not understand, resecrv* 
ing the interpretation for the hour when He 
should be alone with His disciples. VeiPy 
often His doctrinal teaching was as simple 'as 
it could be. At other times it was novel and 
strange; and this may have attracted iSm 
people ; the more so when they understood 
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tibrat the Pharisees were offended and sought 
His ruin. However, though His sayings 
were sometimes hard to be understood, — 
sometimes exceedingly simple, (so simple as 
to be obeyed most reluctantly and painfully,) 
Ifometimes new and strange, the people were 
drawn to listen to Him. Eighteen hundred 
^^isars have passed away since His voice was 
^eard in the streets of Jerusalem. But may 
we not say in our turn, as we read His words, 
or hear His voice in our souls, that never 
man spake, never can man speak, like 
this man. 

What, then, gave to His words this singu- 
lar influence, this power of winning affection, 
ef striking awe, and rousing hatred ? Surelv 
the truth which inspired them, the Truth 
which He was. There is that within the 
heart of man which makes Him love the 
timth, and desire it, and fight against it, and 
fear it, and hate it, almost at one and the 
same moment. The Saviour drew all men 
imto Him, although their own evil natures 
would not suffer them to stay with Him. 
His bitterest foes, the Scribes and Pharisees, 
seem, as it were, fascinated by Him. When- 
ever He is preaching at Jerusalem there they 
aue among the crowd, listening to His words. 
But His truth shone through them, and ex- 
J)osed them. He saw their hypocrisy, their 
love of vain glory, their perversion of the 
divine doctrines entrusted to them for the 
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instruction and comfort of the multitude, rifr 
is in vain they tempt Him. They ask Him 
about paying tribute, and He defeats their 
cunning. They bring to Him the woman, 
taken in adultery, and He sends them away^ 
every one convicted in his own heart. He 
finds them out, and they know it. Tha4{ 
strange and varied power which we discover- 
in the writings of His Spirit dwelt in Hintiaf 
all its fiilness. His written words are like 
His spoken words. ^^Has not the Bible spewed 
to millions upon millions of hearts, as it 
were, with the very voice of God Himsal£ ?> 
Have not its words burned within, tiU menr 
have seen palpably the Divine in that which 
spake within them ? Is there not, besides 
the external evidence to its truth as the Book 
of God, an inward conviction also, haaed 
upon its witness with our spirit ? Ask Him 
who studies it in devout meditation and 
prayer, whether his longer and more con-» 
tinned study has altered his estimate of tiie 
Book as a Divine Revelation. He will tdl 
you that never book spake to him as tharfc 
feook ; that it has consoled him in sorrow 
for which there seemed no consolation cm 
this side the grave ; that it has wiped away 
tears that it seemed could only be wipqa 
away in that far land where sadness shall be 
no more ; that it has pleaded gently during 
long seasons of spiritual coldness ; that it has 
infused strength against half- victorious t€fmp- 
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tation in hours of weakness; that it has 
ealmed in moments of excitement ; that it 
has given to better emotions a permanence, 
and to stirred up feeKngs a reality ; that it 
has made itself felt to be what it is."* Yes ; 
This Blessed Book has seen into the heart, 
penetrating to its inmost depths, convincing 
of ain, and shewing the way to God, accord- 
iaag to the wants of each. So it was, no 
dorabt, with the words of Him, the Very 
Word of the Father. His truth smote into 
the hearts of His hearers, and the more 
eflfectually as being directed by that Wisdom 
vnto which all hearts are open. Our preach- 
ing would of course be far more eflfectual if 
we knew more accurately the wants of our 
hearers. Perhaps one is vexed with a doubt ; 
iyoether is haunted by temptation to some 
grievous sin ; another is fall of sorrow, and 
ir need of comfort ; another is returning by 
the way of repentance, and needing a special 
asfitirance of forgiveness, yet afiuid to speak 
tiAher of his repentance or his sins. We, 
iBortal and short-sighted preachers, can 
tut draw the bow at a venture. He could 
gee, in the very centre of the thickest crowd, 
the heart wnich needed His word. He 
jqpoke, and the mark was hit. Just as one of 
you, my Brethren, might wonder if, Sunday 
after Sunday, I should happen to speak pre- 
ciously of your spiritual troubles during the 

X See "Aids to Faith," pp. 409, 410. 
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past TJ'eek, and offer you in every sermon tiia 
advice and comfort you require, so did thej* 
wonder who heard the spirit-searching, spirit- 
piercing, words of Jesus. They went to lay 
Himy and His words tried them. How was it 
that His words struck home in this way ? 
They could not tell. All that they could sayi 
was that '' never man spake like this man." i 

They must have remarked, besides, the 
power of His word in the working of miz^ 
cles. Some few of His mighty works may 
have been done in silence. The poor crea-. 
ture who touched Him in the press received 
the boon she sought through her touch of 
faith. She stole the mercy from Him, Bto 
all the while knowing her need, and making 
her whole. But in almost every other case 
He spoke the word of health and life ; ami 
even here He confirms the miracle by Hi^ 
word, '' Daughter, be of good comfort, thy 
faith hath made thee whole. '^ He takes tlia 
ruler's daughter by the hand, and bids her 
arise. He calls the fishermen, of Galilee, aivd 
the receiver of customs, to leave all and fol- 
low Him; and they do so. He bids the 
devils come out of the grievously vexed ; and 
they obey. He summons Lazarus, now dead 
four days, to come forth ; and he, boun4 
hand and foot with the grave-clothes, hear^ 
and is obedient. He rebukes the PharisefeBl 
He baffles them. He shames them. 

And as He surpasses all men in the wisdom 
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and power of His word, so He surpasses 
them in during. He claims to be 1# Christ, 
the Son of God, equal with God. He de- 
mands equal honour with the Father. He 
represents Himself to be One with the Father, 
about to ascend to reign in the glory of the 
Father for ever, having received all power in 
heaven and earth. No man has ever dared 
*o speak thus. No man has ever dared to 
8|>eak of the mysteries of highest heaven as 
of things known to him, and seen by him, 
ere he came into the world. No man has ever 
dared to hold communion with the Almighty 
fereator as did Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
Mary; ^^Now, O Father, glorify Me with 
Thine own Self with the glory which I had 
ttith Thee before the world was."^ These 
Words stand by themselves, the utterances of 
Him Who, being man, was more than man. 
Who spake with a Divine voice of His own 
©k^mal life and glory. 

^ Once more; as never man spake like this 
iflian in power and authority, in wisdom 
riianifested in various ways, and especiallv 
in knowledge of the hearts of men, in bold- 
ness both by prophecy of things to come, by 
His revelation of the things of God, and by 
His familiar communings with the Father, 
so we may add that never man spake like 
Him in all that constitutes the hveahleness of 
man. The people at Nazareth wondered at 

y St. John xvii. 5. 
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the gracious words which proceeded out^'df 
His mo^k. If His word was with power ifi 
was also with love. He loved His own. He 
sought them, winning the sinful from their 
evil way, instructing the ignorant, sofkening 
the hard-hearted, to the last. As He hangd 
in His anguish upon the Cross we hear Hii9 
voice comforting the now penitent thief wi&) 
the promise of Paradise, and providing a? 
solace for the broken heart of His sorrowing 
Mother. He loved His own, and unto the 
end. His love was not prompted, as so mueh' 
of ours is, only by a yearning after sym*^ 
pathy in the hour of distress. No sooner is 
the victory won, and Christ, risen from ito 
dead never more to suffer or to die, ha^ 
returned a conqueror to earth, than He sest^ 
ters His messages of forgiveness and love to 
His unfaithful followers. He tells the es^iar' 
Magdalene, "Go to My brethren, and say 
imto them, I ascend to my Father, and your 
Father, and to My God, and your God.'^ 

AU their desertion and their denial is fiip^ 
given them. They are His Brethren, child-^ 
ren of the same Father, not servauts now 7 
more than friends ; they are Brethren. This 
is His message to them. Before evening He 
has met them. He talks with two of thew 
by the way, and their hearts bum witififii 
them at His words. He stands among tbenkf 
and His word is "Peace;" Peace! to all 

V St. John xz. 17* 
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those who so lately forsook Him and fled. A 
}ii,t\e longer, and He is taken from them ; and 
His last words are- blessing. 
• After His Ascension He is seen by some of 
His saints, seen and also heard by others. 
From His throne on high He speaks to Saul 
the persecutor, identifying Himself with His 
Gburch, ^^ Why persecutest thou Me?" He 
holds converse with the beloved Apostle, 
manifesting forth His glory as '^ He that 
Kveth, and became dead, and behold I am 
alive for evermore."* Now, mark among the 
kugt recorded words of the Saviour this gra- 
eious invitation, ^^ Let him that is athirst, 
oome; and whosoever will let Him take 
ihe water of life freely."^ He is the same in 
loving words then, sixty years after His As- 
eension. He is the same now, as when He 
oried, standing in the Temple, on the last 
day, that great day of the feast, '' If any 
man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink. ' 
All the words of the Lord Jesus demand 
erur deepest, our most loving, attention. We 
elm never study them enough. The more 
we study them the more we shall know Him, 
love Him, be drawn to follow Him. But we * 
cannot read His words, still less such a chap- 
tor as this morning's lesson, (St. John vii.) 
liraftt of all the seventeenth chapter of the 
muae Gospel, without feeling the deepest 
awe, without confessing that indeed never 

a Bev. i. 18. b ^▼^ >3di. 17. 
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man spake like* Jesus of Nazareth. And 
this must not be all. They who testified 
thus afterwards laid violent hands upon Him. 
We must listen, and learn, and follow. Can 
we not take up the points of our wonder- 
ment, and turn them into so many prayers, 
into a sort of Litany of the words of the 
Lord Jesus? — ^^O Lord Jesus, Who didst speak 
with all wisdom, knowing the hearts of men, 
speak Thou to me according to my wants. 
Thou, Who didst speak with all power, cast 
out of my heart all that is devilish, all that 
is earthly, by Thy mighty word. Thou 
Who didst call Lazarus, four days dead, out 
of the tomb, call me out of the tomb of sin. 
Speak the word, and I shall be healed. Thou 
Who didst by Thy word, call Thy disciples, 
call me also ; Bid me come unto Thee, and 
follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest. Thou 
Who didst speak with all boldness, speak to 
me of heavenly things, that I too, may know 
them. Speak of me in Thy communings with 
Thy Father, interceding for me, imworthy 
though I am. Thou Who didst speak gra- 
cious words, ever speak so to me words of 
* favour, of grace, of gifts. Thou Who didst 
say to so many penitents, Thy sins are for- 
given thee, pronoimce to me the absolution 
and remission of my sins. Say unto my 
soul I am thy salvation. Speak to me as 
Thy friend, or Thy brother, if Thou wilt ; 
or, at least, as Thy servant. Invite me to 
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Thee, that in Thee I may find rest, eternal 
rest, for my weariness, food for my hmiger, 
even the Bread of Life, drink for my 
thirst, even that Living Water which who- 
soever drinks shall never thirst again. Thou 
Who didst speak to the dying thief speak to 
lue like words of promise in my dying hour, 
and open to me the gates of Paradise. Thou, 
the Great Judge of all. Who shalt speak to 
all the words of their eternal doom, speak to 
me in mercy at that awfiil day, and for Thy 
naerit's sake, and for nought else, bid me 
enter into the kingdom prepared for those 
that love Thee, that I may see Thy face for 
ever, and for ever hear Thy words. Amen. 
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** Then said lihe woman of Samaria nnto Him, How 
is it that Thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me wiiieM 
am a woman of Samaria ? for the JewB have no dealing^ 
with the Samaritans. 

Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewea( 
the gift of GK)d, and who it is that saith to thee, Giy^ 
me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked of him, and hi 
would have given thee living water." — St. John iv. 9, Ilk 

We are all, I suppose, familiar with the con- 
versation of our Blessed Lord with the woman 
of Samaria. We think of Him, as soon as 
the subject is mentioned, sitting heated and 
wearied at the well-side, seeking rest and 
shelter from the midday sun. A woman from 
the neighbouring city of Sychar approaches 
bearing her pitcher upon her head. And an^ 
Eliezer, Abraham's steward, had nearly twp 
thousand years before asked for water from 
the daughter of Bethuel, so the Lord of all 
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asks the woman of Samaria, "Give Me to 
drink." It was a simple incident to her that 
a stranger should ask for a draught of water; 
yet on that meeting was to depend her own 
eternal salvation, and the salvation of many 
of her friends and relatives. But at first she 
answers Him jestingly, and afterwards doubt- 
ingly, when He speaks of the Gift of God, 
She knew not, ana desired not. Nevertheless 
such was the Mness of divine love towards 
her, that He will not leave her until He has 
drawn fix)m her the petition, " Sir, give me 
this water, that I thirst not, neither come 
lather to draw." He awakens her desire for 
knowledge. He kindles her love. He con- 
ftrms her faith. He makes her an instru- 
ment in the conversion of her friends and 
neighbours, and also, we may presume, in 
ihe preparation for that great apostolic har- 
vBst when Samaria gladly received the word 
ofGod.« 

Let us consider three points in this his- 
tory: — 

; 1. The love of Divine grace ; 
I II. The woman's resistance to this grace ; 
- III. Her reception and employment of it. 
-■' I. — Consider the love of Divine grace 
manifested in its working for the recovery of 
flie sinner. We are told in the opening of 
the chapter that Jesus left Judea, and de- 
fied again into Galilee. And He must 

c Acts viii. 5 — 14. 

m2 
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needs go througli Samaria. The Holy Evati^ 
geKst has carefiilly recorded aU the preceding 
events which led to this journey. He informs 
us that the disciples of Jesus were baptizing 
at the same time with John the Baptist, that 
there arose a question between John's disca-^ 
pies and the Jews concerning purifying, oi 
baptizing, and that on this account Jesus left 
Judaea for Galilee. And in these few simp]/^ 
words, ^^ He must needs go through Samaria,'^ 
we seem to recognize the constraining power 
of Eternal Love. As if that love, ever bum* 
ing in the Heart of Jesus for the salvation of 
sinners, beheld long before, by the divine 
spirit of omniscience, this poor sinful creature 
coming at noontide to fill her pitcher at the 
welL As if the love of sinners, rather let 
me say as if the love of that one poor sinnei'; 
was laying a necessity upon the Almighty 
Saviour to take that particular journey iot 
her salvation. He foreknew her, that her 
heart would receive the proffered grace* 
Therefore He undertakes the journey through 
Samaria, the weary walk of that day. Yet 
why should we wonder ? It was not so long 
as the journey from the height of heaven to 
Bethlehem, nor so painfiil as the journey from 
Jerusalem to Calvary. Thus He sought out 
sinners. Thus He seeks them out ev&m 
now. He orders all things according to the 
loving wisdom of His Providence, that He 
may find the best opportunity of bringing 
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His glad tidings before those who will love 
Him. 

When He does at last reach the well-side, 
He is faint and weary ; too weary to go with 
the disciples to buy food. So, while they 
labour for the meat that perisheth, He will 
labour for the meat that endureth unto the 
6T5erlasting life of human souls. He was 
niever too weary for such labour. He could 
pray for St. Peter in the immediate expecta- 
tion of His own agony and death. As He 
hung torn and bleeding upon the Cross He 
could win the affection of one of the railing 
malefactors. And now the woman of Sychar 
approaches Him. How gently and wisely 
He begins the conversation which is \o have 
jfeuch a marvellous ending ! He might have 
chained her at once with her sin, summoned 
her to repentance, and in the event of her 
tefiisal have left her. I am afraid we are 
often too apt to think of, and deal with, our 
erring brothers and sisters in this way. We 
thean well ; we feel a duty towards them, 
which is very right ; and yet we discharge 
this duty in so offensive and disagreeable a 
Bcianner as almost to ensure their rejection of 
our warnings. We see an act of gross sin, it 
tnay be ; our conscience tells us that we ought 
to try to point out the wickedness of the sin. 
But we set to work in such a clumsy, incon- 
siderate, way that our kindly-meant words 
are very naturally rejected. Our dear Lord 
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was more gentle with sinners. He foigets 
His own weariness to ask a favour from her 
as she is occupied in her daily duties, putting 
Himself under an obligation to her. And 
this manner of addressing her was the more 
remarkable because of the separation between 
the Jews and Samaritans. It would not have 
been surprising if He had done her a kinder 
ness ; but to stoop so low as to ask a favonc 
of her, was indeed amazing. There is more 
humility in asking than in giving. We can 
very often so far forgive an enemy as to be 
ready to do a kindness. But to ask a favoiiff 
is more than we can stoop to. It would be 
lowering ourselves too much. Yet it was 
thus thjtt Jesus acted towards the woman of 
Samaria ; and it is thus He acts towards us. He 
asks from us before He gives ; but He ados 
little in order to give much. Here, He aehs 
a cup of water, there a morsel of bread, ad 
act of charity towards the poor, the ignoraBtJ 
the sick, and the afflicted, that He may xq^ 
store fourfold even in this life. Here H^ 
demands that we should give up the forbidden 
fruit, some unlawftd pleasure, some evil habs^ 
or connection, some excessive attachment to 
one of His creatures which beguiles our 
heart from Himself. Here, again, he a&ks a 
few tears of repentance, a sorrow for m%^ 
that we may be led to Him, and be filled 
with grace and peace, and all the fruits of. 
the Spirit. Satan oflfered the apple that He 
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might deprive Adam of Paradise. Christ 
asks us to put away the apple that He may 
give ULS heaven. How shall we stand before 
Him at the great day if we have given 
Him no driak, or if we have given Him to 
drink only vinegar mixed with gall ? 

In spite of her jesting answer, "I wonder 
ihst you, being a Jew, ask drink of me who 
am a Samaritan," He continues to speak 
gently and lovingly to her. He begins to 
tell her of Living Water, the precious Grift 
of God) thus raising her curiosity to enquire 
more concerning it, and preparing her heart 
to desire it. Then He instructs her until she 
asks, '' Sir, give me this water that I thirst 
not." Having now gained her entire atten- 
*Eon and confidence, He proceeds — ^but how 
gs^itly! — ^to speak to her of her sin. He 
^maiB firom her a confession ; "I have no hus- 
band." Even then He does not upbraid her, 
Ifut places before her her past lue that she 
may rather condemn herself. So gently does 
He convince her of sin, and open her heart, 
tmtil she recognizes Him as a Prophet. And 
at last, when she declares her expectation of 
thei Messiah, He reveals Himself openly, ^' I 
•ttiat speak unto thee am HE." 

So He wotdd work with you, my Brethren, 
and with all men. To this same blessed 
gtate His grace would bring us all, in spite 
of our opposition. Although His Spirit will 
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not always strive with men, yet He is con-* 
tent to strive with them long. 

II. — Let US now consider our second 
point : — Her opposition to grace. For this 
opposition is a lesson to us. It supplies a' 
proof of the Saviour's persevering, long-suffer- 
ing, love, and also a warning lest we go too 
fisir in our opposition. He might, we know,' 
have converted her with a word as He con-" 
verted Saul. But He acted here for our in- 
struction, that in this woman's opposition we 
might learn something of our own wickeid 
obstinacy in so often, and so long, rejecting 
His offers of grace. 

She commences by an objection founded 
upon her position ; ^^ How is it that thou, 
being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am 
a woman of Samaria ?" She persuades her- 
self that He has no right to demand this 
service from her, because the Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans. 

Now is not this the sort of excuse which is 
made every day when men are exhorted td 
live a life nearer to God, in greater self^ 
denial, and in the higher walks of Christian 
perfection? When we propose to you the 
giving up some of the time spent in worldly 
toil, or worldly pleasure, and the devoting it 
to more frequent prayer, to more frequent 
Church-going, to meditation upon God and 
Eternity, to holy reading, to works of mercy, 
and when we urge you to more frequent 
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Commimion, is not the reply of the heart 
very often this, (even if you do not say it in 
so many words,) that we are demanding 
from you sacrifices of time, and money, and 
pleasure, which are all very well for the 
ministers of religion, and for such as pretend 
to go out of the world, but that your life is 
in the world, and that every man must serve 
Grod in his own station of life, and save him- 
js^ accordingly. 

There is just enough truth in the answer 
to make it doubly dangerous. Religion does 
make different duties , but not two sorts of 
Christian lives. The Queen and the subject, 
the parent and the child, the statesman and 
the mechanic, the master and the servant, 
have each duties to perform inseparable from 
their state of life. But a closer walk with 
God is equally necessary to all who have 
been bom again by Baptism into Jesus 
Christ. Can you venture to think that there 
is another law, another Grospel, another 
Jiope, for those who live in the world ? 
that you are less members of Christ, less 
children of Grod, less bound to take up your 
Cross and follow the Lord Jesus, less stran- 
gers and sojourners upon earth? Did He 
€ver in His preaching admit any such ex- 
cuses, or say that a godly, righteous, and 
sober, life was required from some, and not 
from all. No ; He said that such a life was 
required from all without exception ; and He 
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warned His disciples that the cluldren ol 
this world would endeavoiir to set God'» 
requirements at nought, and to escape 
from them. What would you say by ex- 
cusing yourselves from the strict demands 
of the (xospel ? Do you wish to avoid the 
necessity of repentance ? If you have neveir 
committed sin, if your home and your hxm^* 
ness, and your companions, have never; 
tempted you to evil, and led you into wrong,' 
then, and only then, you need no repent^ 
ance. Do you wish to escape the labour of 
frequent prayer ? If you find in your daily 
life that you have no need to be preserved 
from danger and temptation, no need of 
grace, then, and only then, you have no' 
need of prayer. Oh ! my Brethren, lay thift 
well to heart ; the more you are obliged to* 
mix with the world in your profession, ill' 
your trade, and in your daily labour, the 
more you are inclined to strive after thifi- 
world's wealth, or compelled to struggle afibet 
a poor subsistence, so much the more need^ 
have you to keep the Lord always before 
you, and to bring every thought of your 
heart into subjection to the law of Christ. 
God created the world. He has permitted 
temptation. And He has bidden men to Ixv© ' 
in the world, by the help of His grace, puirei^ ' 
noble, patient, manly, letting their li^t 
shine before men. 

The woman of Samaria was wrong th&to-^ 
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fore in pleading the difference between the 
Jews and Samaritans as an excuse for not 
giving to Jesus that for which He asked. 
And so you will be wrong, if, when He calls 
you to serve Him better, or to give up any- 
tjung for His sake, you plead the business, 
Ojp {Measure, or customs, of the world, as if 
there were a necessary difference between 
yiourselves and any others who try to serve 
Grod, and as if you would therefore be ex- 
cusojd. 

But, perhaps, this is not so much your 
real reason, as a sort of conviction that you 
aare really unable to do what He requires of 
you. You hope to die in a state of grace, 
but — ^at present \^-^there is the difficulty. Christ 
calls you, promises you His grace, declaring 
that Godliness has the promise of the life 
that now is as well as of that which is to 
Qpme, and you reply doubtingly, in words 
i^ry much hke those of this Samaritan wo- 
BjM^y '^ Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, 
abd the well is deep ; from whence then hast 
Thou this living water 7^ 

It occasionally happens that men have 
lived so long in sin, without thought of God, 
cpr fear of offending Him, without prayer, 
or. public worship, or the Blessed Sacrament 
o;f, the Holy Communion, that they dare not 
b^n to fathom the depths of their sinful 
conscience. It seems to them a hopeless 
task. The well is deep. Or they feel by 
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nature so weak in character, so ready for 
pleasure, so unready for devotion, that they 
cannot venture upon the attempt to change 
their life. It is too hard for them. The 
well is deep. Or they see that a truly 
Christian Kfe, fiill of prayer and watchful- 
ness, and self-sacrifice for the good of others, 
is a very serious matter. They caiinot give 
Up the old ways. Thev do not see what 
satisfaction is to be found in the new. They 
excuse themselves on the score of the diffi- 
culty. The well is deep. 

How foolish all these excuses are! Our 
natural good sense teUs us so. Yet we ven- 
ture to speak a falsehood to God which in 
our inmost hearts we are ashamed of. If we 
have a depth of sin upon our conscience 
which we scarcely dare to glance at, much 
less to examine closely into, if we feel that 
year after year has seen us wilfully staying 
away from the Lord's Table, still neglecting 
those simple duties which conscience bids us 
fulfil, what shall we do ? The burdened con- 
science is not the less heavily burdened be- 
cause it refuses to know the gift of Grod, and 
to ask for the living water. It need not turn 
its back for ever upon Him Who offers, be- 
cause the well is deep. 

And so again, if our whole natural man 
seems indisposed for Christian joys, does not 
eternity, I would ask, seem to us worthy of 
some degree of self-discipline? The tastes 
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glnd pleasures, the fashions and amusements, 
of earth are sweet, and yet we have denied 
onrselves occasionally for a season in order 
to gain wealth, or honour, or a future in- 
crease of these very pleasures. Can we not 
^o as much for eternal wealth ? for the honour 
Hmt never fadeth ? for the pleasure for ever- 
ttrore ? And let us take courage in this 
thought, that the change from coldness, or 
from lukewarmness, to the loving service of 
€fod, the growth in grace unto the measure 
of the perfect man, is not the work of man's 
unaided strength. It is the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the Gift of God, Who can make us a 
mean heart, and renew a right spirit within 

TLB. 

Or again, do the requirements of Christian 
lerfection terrify us ? Does it all seem too 
lard ? Bear in mind that the law of Christ 
is a perfect law of liberty, adapted to the 
^weakness and the necessities of men. The 
devil once tried to persuade men that the 
itcw of Christ was absurd, as being the law 
of a crucified man. Now he tries to persuade 
Men that it is hopeless, impracticable. Make 
the trial first, I beseech you, before you des- 
pair. It was true that the well was deep. 
But He Who by the word and rod of Moses 
Ijotdd draw water from the stony rock can 
overcome all difficidties, even to softening 
the stony hearts of sinfrd men, and drawing 
" forth tears of repentance and of love, giving 

N 
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to the believer at last to have in himself 
wells of water springing forth into everlast- 
ing life. 

III. — It remains now to consider the wo- 
man's reception and employment of grace. 
The words of Jesus carry conviction with 
them. She listens, and at last exclaims, 
'' Sir, give me this water." How often does 
the loving Lord strive with our hearts, try- 
ing to wring this prayer jfrom us, that He 
may give; and yet we will not speakl Is 
there not very often that old feeling that 
religion will interfere with our pleasures 
which keeps us sUent when just one word of 

{>r&yer might break down the barrier, and 
et in floods of grace upon our souls. Oh, 
my Brethren, if God shoidd bless my words 
to you this day, before you leave these sacred 
walls, ask Him, with aU your heart, to give 
you this water of life. 

And, observe, when Jesus speaks to her of 
her home, how her character is now softened, 
how at once she confesses her sin to Him, 
and meekly listens as He tells her all that 
ever she did What a humble spirit ! Are 
we like her ? Not ofi«n, I fear. How un- 
willing are we to confess our sins, even to 
ourselves ! how angry and offended if another 
should to speak to us of them ! We deny 
them. We justify them. We do anything 
rather than admit our feult; and while deny- 
ing the sin we do not always repent of it. 
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But she immediately honours Him as a Pro- 
phet, and forthwith requests Him to clear up 
her doubts upon other points of rehgious 
beUef. Then He reveals Himself as the 
Messiah. See how rapidly she goes from 
strength to strength. It is because she has 
suflFered grace to conquer her evil nature. It 
is because she has corresponded to grace 
given that she receives more. ^ We wonder 
at the sudden greatness of her faith, and 
warmth of her zeal. Nicodemus came to 
Jesus by night, not daring to join Him 
openly. -But this woman, now that she 
has K)und the living water, like Andrew 
who called his own brother Simon, leaves her 
waterpot, and runs to call the men of he;r 
city. " Then they went out of the city, and 
came unto Him, and He abode with them 
two days. And many more believed because 
of His own word, and said unto the woman, 
' Now we beUeve, not because of thy saving, 
for we have heard Him ourselves, and tnow 
that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of 
the world." 

A few words more to sum up the lesson of 
this history. See, and understand, the love 
of redeeming grace. If you have been led 
to fear because Christ has said, ^^ No man 
can come imto me except the Father which 
hath sent Me draw Him," take courage 
again in His words, "I, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all men unto Me." He orders 

n2 
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nothing by chance, but all for the good of 
men. You hear a sermon. Can you not 
find some word, at any rate, in tne text, 
which may do you good ? You see a poor 
man. Has not your Saviour come before 
you that you may give Him a cup of cold 
water, and gain a reward like that of the 
Samaritan woman ? You see the fiineral pro- 
cession. He has sent it by at that time to 
remind you that you in your turn must die. 
So He ordered His journey through Samaria, 
to save souls. 

And although grace will overcome much 
opposition, so that we need not despair be- 
cause we have resisted it before, let u» take 
heed how often we receive that grace in vain. 
The sad tale which when we first heard it 
drew tears fi*om our eyes, will, if often re- 
peated, at last lose all its effect upon our 
heart. If it were not so, how could we read 
that sad and shameful story of the agony 
and the Crucifixion of Jesus, without tears 
of sorrow at His sufferings, and at man's sin ? 
You may neglect the call of grace. Yet to- 
day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not 
your hearts. 

Now think. Brethren, what an example 
and encouragement is given in this history 
to all who receive the word with joy and 
bring forth firuit. One little prayer, " Give 
me this water that I thirst not !" Oh ! how 
little does He require of us, before He gives ; 



THE WOMAN OF SAMABIA. 137 

how small a key opens to us the richest trea* 
sures of His love ! This woman, first con- 
verted, becomes a means of grace to all the 
people of her city, because she confesses Him 
openly before men. They believe; they 
act; they seek Him; they open to Him ; 
and He goes in to dwell with them, and to 
abide with them. All this from once hearing 
of Him ; until their faith and love are for 
ever confirmed by His presence with which 
they have constrained Him to bless them. 

Therefore let us pray Him from Whom all 
holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, do proceed, to give us to " drink of 
this living water." And when He has done 
so, turn it, I beseech you, my Brethren, to 
good account. Straightway ask Him to give 
you so much that you may never thirst again. 
No need for you to be disheartened if per- 
chance at first it is little. If you have but 
the sighing of the contrite, the desire of the 
sorrowful, heart, you have already grace 
enough for your salvation, provided that you 
use it aright. And enough, not for your own 
salvation only, but perhaps for many more 
of your family, your friends, your acquaint- 
ances. This woman could not know the 
efltect of her words, even when she called the 
Samaritans to see the man who had told her 
all that ever she did. Nor can we tell the 
effect of our words, and our actions, good or 
bad. Yet it may be with uj?, as it has been a 
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thouwnd times before with others. One 
lifting up of the heart may be followed by 
the grace of a perfect conversion. And 
then our conversion may be the one link 
bv which thousands of souls are to be here- 
after united to their God, a note which 
shall echo for ever through the long halls of 
foture ages, an effectual encouragement to 
fainting hearts, an effectual call to sinners to 
come to Him Who alone can give the Water 
of Life freely. 



SERMON IX. 



(Treathed 16tt Sunday after Trinity, 1863 J 



'' And He oame and touched the bier ; and they that 
bare him stood still. And He said, Young man, I say 
unto thee, arise. 

And he that was dead sat up, and began to speali:. 
And He delivered him to his mothOT."-^t. Luke vii. 
14, 16. 

There are some portionB of Holy Scripture 
so exquisitely simple, that the most ignorant 
cannot hear ihem read without gaining in- 
struction and comfort. We may class among 
these many parables, and ahnost all the mira- 
cles, of our Blessed Lord. The Holy Evan- 
felists, writing under the direction of the 
>ivine Spirit, were careful not to overlay, 
and so to darken, the wisdom and mercy of 
the Lord's words and actions. They are 
true to nature in their simple account of His 
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miracles ; and so we see Him more clearly, 
and understand Him better. Nowhere is a 
wonderful work of mercy told in fewer and 
plainer words than this miracle of the raising 
of the widow's son at Nain. It stands before 
us like a picture. We see the funeral pro- 
cession passing through the city's open gates, 
the bearers carrying the bier, the weeping 
mother following. How much anguish is 
told in that one sentence, " the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow !" We see 
Jesus, the sympathiser, the comforter, the 
raiser of the dead. A mighty work of tender 
mercy is performed. The dead man is raised. 
The Lord delivers him to his mother. 
Heaviness is changed into joy. And they 
return to their once more happy home to 
praise Him, while He passes through them^ 
and onwards, to do good elsewhere. , 

But there is often a deeper lesson in the 
Lord's miracles than the casual reader would 
suppose. Many miracles speak, certainly 
this one speaks, to the Churcn as a parable. 
It is hardly possible to dwell upon mis pas- 
sage of Scripture without carrying on the 
inteipretation to that spiritual death from 
which Christ alone can raise us. St. Augustine 
speaks of such spiritual interpretation as if it 
were a sacred language contained beneath 
the literal meaning. And as one who can- 
not read may admire the artistic skill and 
beauty of a manuscript yet not imderstand 
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the meaning contained in its words, so one 
may behold with wonder the miracles of 
Christ yet not comprehend all that they are 
intended to teach. While another may both 
admire the characters and beauty of the 
writing, and also understand the language, 
may wonder at His mercy, and understand 
its lesson.^ 

Let us then reverently endeavour to draw 
out the spiritual meaning of this miracle. 
'^ When He came nigh to the gate of the 
city, behold, there was a dead man carried 
out." The death of the body is the truest 
type of the death of the soiil dead in tres- 
passes and sins. Our Lord ever made light 
of the death of the body as being a sleep. 
But He has taught us to see in it the type of 
the soul's death. An image of the spiritual 
death is shewn by the cold and lifeless form. 
Sight is gone from the eyes, hearing from 
,the ears, speech from the lips, motion from 
the limbs. It has no perceptions of the 
outer world. The living and the dead have 
nothing in common, not even language. The 
channels of communication are closed. A 
little longer and corruption will have begun. 

We all imderstand what death is. If we 
had not learned to believe, on Divine autho- 
rity, in the Resurrection of the body and 
the life of the world to come, we might justly 
regard death as the most terrible of all evils. 

d Williamis on the Gospels. 
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For it is the corruption and destruction of 
the body, the apparent end of our being, the 
separation from all with which we have 
hitherto held communication. But there is a 
greater evil than the death of the body, an 
evil which we know to be greater, but which 
we do not so fiilly realize, and that is the 
death of the soul. You may be rejoicing in 
strenffth of mind and body, surrounded Tdth 
friends, looking forward to long life, with 
much goods laid up for many years, perhaps 
making a good profession outwardlv ; and 
yet to you the discemer of the thoughts and 
Stents of the heart may have appU^ words 
spoken long ago to an apostate Church, 
^^ Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art 
dead."« 

That alone is life which is in Christ, which 
can hear His words, and speat with Him ; 
which can see Him and recognize Him; 
which can feed upon Him ; which can work 
His works, for all others are dead works ; 
which puts away sin, for aU sin is evil, cor- 
ruption, and destruction. Christ is the life 
of the soul. Those years only which we 
have lived in Him can righthr be regarded as 
life. And in this sense the fiook of Wisdom 
speaks of the good man in his early death that 
^ ^ he being made perfect in a short time frdfilled 
a long time," as having lived to God.' 

But of sin St. Paul writes that those who 

e Bev. iii. 1. t WiBdom iv. 13. 
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continue in it are " alienated £poiri the life of 
God," " dead in trespasses and sins," *^ bring- 
ing forth dead works-"*^ The prodigal son 
"was dead and became alive again." The 
sinner in the world is signified by the dead 
man carried out. 

For as the dead corpse has no inherent 
power of motion but is carried away at the 
wHl of others, so the sinner, aUenated from 
the life of God, is carried out of the society 
of God's holy ones by the evil passions to 
which he has delivered himself Actions often 
repeated grow into habit, and evil habit is a 
second evil nature, by which man is carried 
outy rather than kdy to his eternal destruction. 
Or, indeed, are we not justified in speaking 
of habitual sins rather as so many evil spirits, 
living, active, energizing persons ? We read 
in Holy Scripture of lying spirits, unclean 
spirits, evil or malignant spirits, as if the 
soldiers of the host of Hell were busied each 
about their own particular temptation, with 
which they ply the children of God. If this 
be so, we perceive who and what they are 
who carry the bier on which the dead man 
lies. And the bier on which the dead soul 
lies may represent to us the body, not duly 
honoured as being the temple of the Holy 
Ghost but degraded into a vessel of fleshly 
appetites, a fair outside full of all imclean- 
ness. 

g Sph68.iy. 18; iLl. 
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So far then is represented to us the sinn^ 
in a state of habitual mortal sin, dead, and 
carried out on the bier of his fleshly lusts by 
the evil spirits. He is not long dead. The 
body is separated from the spirit, but not yet 
corrupted and destroyed. Still he is dead. 

There is a mother weeping over her son. 
Fresh proof of death if it were needed. For 
these tears would surely rouse him if he 
could be roused at all. These tears are wit- 
nesses of tender love and anxious care. The 
widowed mother is the type of the Church of 
Christ. Ever, continually, her intercessiaa 
ascends for her perishing and perished chil- 
dren that He would awaken and arouse them 
from the dead, and give them life. Ever, 
continually, her penitential tears are flowing 
as they are earned out. Her heart yeam$ 
for them, if by any means praying by theit 
bedside, following them until all is over, the 
Lord meeting her may have compassion 
upon her. Therefore she beseeches Him that 
it may please Him to have mercy upon aU 
that have erred and are deceived, "mercy 
upon all men." The widow's tears have their 
spiritual interpretation in the sorrow of the 
whole Church over every son that is dead in 
sin. The people of God on earth lament 
over the dead soul. The angels who rejoice 
over the repentant sinner mourn, no doubt, 
over the prodigal. But in our earthly ex- 
perience we observe that the mourner's tears 
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are shed far more plentifully over the dead 
body than over the dead som. Pleading is 
made with fountains of tears to Christ, the 
iiealer of bodily disease, the restorer from the 
bed of death ; but the pleading for the sick 
and dying soul is cold and heartless in com- 
parison. If only the slightest sickness 
threaten a beloved child, the parents' anxious 
care seeks an immediate remedy. They for- 
bid their child to enter a house infected by 
disease, or to associate witii others who might 
convey any dreaded disorder. Yet the same 
parents, so anxious for the bodily health, are 
perhaps themselves the very cause of that 
spiritual illness of the child wnich will at some 
fiiture day terminate in the death of its soid. 
In the struggle of life, in their anxiety to 
provide for a child's temporal welfare, too 
Kttle thought is bestowed upon the associa- 
tions of early life. Religious principle is 
forgotten in the hope of worldly advance- 
ment. And if the child of worldly parents 
should, through his obedience to their covet- 
ousness or ambition, lose his own soul in 
gaining advantage in this life, will it not 
be written of them, as of the idolatrous 
Israelites, ^^They sacrificed their sons and 
their daughters unto devils ?"^ Oh ! if we 
ever grieve over our children's bodily in- 
firmities, we ought to grieve a thousand-fold 
over any evidences of departure from God. 

h Psalm cvi. 37. 

O 
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We ought to imitate that pious mother of old 
who daily pleaded with strong crying and 
tears for ner unbelieving son ; until at length 
the answer came, and he, the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow, earned 
himself a name in the Calendar of the Catho*- 
lick Church, as Saint Augustine, a Bishop, and 
a Confessor for the faith. To such tears tl|© 
Lord will show Himself ever compassionat^y^ 
And we may hope that we, so pleading for a 
child or a beloved friend, may before the end 
hear His gracious words, '' Weep not," and 
see His gracious work of raising the dead h^ 
sin to newness of life. ; 

His first care is for the mother. " Whea 
He saw her He had compassion on her, an4 
said unto her, Weep not." Although theye 
is no mention of any petition actually a4r 
dressed by her to Him, yet her tears were ^ 
prayer. The merciftJ Saviour needeth vfl\ 
the utterance of words ; '' Lord, Thou ha^t 
heard the desire of the poor." And He Whp 
heareth and answereth the unspoken desire 
of a mother for a son's bodily life will neve? 
turn a deaf ear to the parent's prayer for the 
salvation of their childxen's souls. 

^^And He came and touched the bier^'^ 
He came near. For Christ is life, and sin if 
death. The sick, the lame, the deaf, the 
blind, could come near to Him. But, after 
death, the sinner cannot of himself recover, 

i Psalm z. 19. 
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<Jt lay hold on, eternal life. He cannot draw 
near to Christ. Therefore Christ must come 
hear to him. To this end coming down from 
heaven He took our nature upon Him. Of 
the seed of Abraham, ^^He taketh hold,"J 
imtes St. Paul, shewing the nearness of God 
tile Son to mankind. He became partaker 
ef flesh and blood, that man, on whom the 
«tentence of death had fallen, might not be 
Bumed away to an eternal tomb. If any 
dinner is to be saved the same Lord must 
eome near unto Him, making Him partaker 
*ff the divine nature, that he may. have that 
life which Christ came to give, and have it 
more abimdantly, unto eternal life. His 
Incarnation was life to the world from death. 
His presence in the abode of the departed 
^as life, for many of the saints which slept 
arose ; and life in the highest sense of all, as 
the bursting of the gates of hell, the opening 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers. His 
]^:'esence at the bier of this dead man, 
afad at the grave of Lazarus, was life. His 
j^resence with us is life to soul and body 
alike. Without Him we are dead. But 
He is not far from us ; and, by the grace 
of His Sacraments made effectual by the 
jEiower of His Spirit, we are one with Him 
and He with us. 

'' " He touched the bier, and they that bare 
it stood still," When death is to be changed 

j Heb. ii. 16. 

o 2 
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into life the touch of the Saviour, always in 
reality full of mercy, works more commonly 
by the exercise of chastening discipline than 
by rich and gracious gifts. He rouses the 
sinner by the touch of aflliction. "Have 
pity upon me, have pity upon me, O my 
friends," was the cry of Job, " for the hand 
of God hath touched me." David's com^ 
plaint was " Thy hand is heavy upon me 
day and night."^ When the Lord's hand is 
laid upon the body, in which, as on a 
bier, the evil spirits are hurrying the soul 
away to the burial of the deathless deaths 
when manly strength and womanly grace 
are marred by disease, when the mental 
powers are distracted by agony and feaa^i 
there is an awakening to consciousnesE^ 
though there may not be a resurrectian 
to perfect life. Or the Lord's hand may 
be laid, as at the first with Job, on family, 
and on worldly wealth. Anything which 
takes the soul away from God, which en- 
wraps it in forgetfalness, may be compart 
to the bier of death. The Lord touches 
it, and the bearers, the evil spirits of pro- 
fligacy, or ambition, or pride, or covetous- 
ness, or wrath, are stopped in their hurried 
course. Though this cessation is not in itself 
life it is something of a rescue. Time is 
given before the worst is executed. It is 
when the grave has closed over the remains 

k Job zxz. 2X ; Psalm zxxii. 4 
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of our loved ones, and hardly until then, 
that we Idealize all the bitterness of death. 
There is always hope for the dying, hope 
for the sinner, if the disease, if the sin, is 
checked. 

Then in this moment of calm His voice is 
keard, '^ Young man, I say unto thee, arise ; 
and he that was dead sat up and began to 
ir^ak." How this must have recalled to the 
Apostles' minds those words of their Lord 
which St. John has recorded in his fifth 
chapter, ^' The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the son of God, and they that hear shall 
live." Now was a fulfilment of His pro- 
phecy. We see in His miracle, we find in 
His words, the assurance of His power 
dver the soul. No matter how long the 
soul has been sick even unto death, no 
matter if the soul is dead and carried 
out to burial, no, not if it is dead four 
days, and lie entombed with Lazarus, 
the dead and they that lie in the graves 
ishall hear His voice and shall come forth. 
If Grod have given us repentance unto life, 
and we have reason to- fear for any whom 
we love, in this proof of the Lord's power 
we find the confidence for our prayers. 
And, Brethren, if any here be sicK in 
their souls, if any be dead in sin, let 
them hear the Lord's voice calling upon 
them now to arise. And let them. 
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adfter this example, obey the call. He 
doos not give the life of conversion as He 
gives the life of the new birth. The uncoi*- 
scious infant bom into the world receives its 
life , as a gift from Him. It cannot at once 
arise and put forth its powers of brain and 
limb. But when He restores the dead H^ 
says unto them "Arise, come forth." Yoi 
have perhaps forgotten this, and have paid 
no attention to His voice. You have made 
no answering movement, no effort to deliver 
yourself from the grave-clothes of sin, and 
the cruel hurry of the evil spirits. Then, if 
this be the case, and you rest contented in 
the same state of death, indifferent to Hfa 
call, you must wait until His voice shall 
summon you from your grave, to stand, body 
and soul, before His terrible judgment-seat 
This young man did what he could ; litde 
enough indeed. He could not free himsdE 
He could not stand or walk. But he shewed 
his desire to escape and to exchange death 
for life. He sat up. 

" He sat up, and began to speak." What 
were his words ? Were they words of wonder^ 
or of gratitude ? Perhaps of both, addressed now 
to the Lord Who had raised him, now to H^ 
mother whose sorrow had been turned into 
joy. Here was a second proof of life. The 
struggle towards liberty is accompanied wiiih 
the expression of the feelings. Without holy 
words and holy actions, there is no real re- 
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sMrection of the soul. Recovery from bodily 
sickness is, we know, accompanied invariably 
with the haste to be well, to move, to talk, 
to exercise the long-lost, or long-repressed, 

Eowers. The soul which lives to Christ after 
ing sickness, after death, will be impatient 
dW) prove its life to itself and to the world, 
impatient to work for Him, to tell of His 
Salvation from day to day. We need not 
fitwell upon a mother's joy, npon the joy of 
ike Church of the Saints of God on earth, 
knd of the Holy Angels in heaven, who re- 
joice over the conversion of a sinner. 

This young man had made experience of 
death. Can you suppose that he would have 
desired again to enter the bier, and to be hur- 
Tied off immediately to his burial ? Life was 
sweet to him, and good for him no doubt, 
else the Lord would nots have raised him 
from the dead. But is life, the life of holy 
bbedience in Christ, sweet to you ? This is 
the important question. Which do you love 
best ? The life of holy obedience in Christ, 
ixr the death of sinfiil pleasure out of Christ ? 
3ome, after a life to Christ in childhood, have 
fellen away into sin and death. They are 
ieing "carried away to burial. What shall 
we say to such? ^^ Awake thou that sleep- 
ei^^ and arise from the dead, and Christ 
dhall give thee light."^ And some of such 

1 Ephes. v. 14. 
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have heard His voice, and would not hear, 
have felt His touch, and would not arise. 
Still He calls them, and touches the bier, 
and stops the bearers, and calls them again 
and again. And some have heard at last, 
and have arisen, and have q)oken; and 
looking out of their bier upon the life 
which is life indeed, have spoken words 
of horror, and, choosing death, have laid 
them down, bidding their bearers carry them 
forth. St. Jude tells us how to describe such 
as these, — "Twicje dead." Their latter end 
is worse than the first. 

And some have heard and have been 
restored like this yoimg man to a mother's 
arms. Taught by the Church's careful 
instruction to know the Lord Who has raised 
them from the dead, doing Him service, 
speaking His praise, fed at her hands by 
the Sacrament Which He has given for our 
spiritual food and sustenance, as He has 
said, ^* He that eateth Me shall live by Me, 
they are alive indeed." If thev believe m 
Him, holding fast unto the end, they shall 
never die. 

We were all once dead. Brethren. Have 
we been made alive imto Grod through Jesus 
Christ our Lord ? 

Are we alive to Him now ? For life to 
Christ means eternal life with Him in His 
kingdom. Death, spiritual death, now, and. 
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at the end of mortal life, means spiritual 
death for ever, where even Christ Him- 
self shall never come to change death into 
life. 



SERMON X. 




t %ommmim of faints. 

(Preached All Saints* Day, 1861.^ 



" And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled vnHa 
fire ; and them that had gotten the victory over the bectat^ 
and over his image, and over his mark, and over the 
nmnber of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having 
the harps of God. 

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of Goft,* 
and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelloiui 
are thy works. Lord God Almighty ; just and true ar^ 
thy ways, thou King of Saints. 

Who shall not fear thee, Lord, and glorify ttiy 
name? for thou only art holy." — ^Rev. xv. 2, 3, 4. 

Theee are so many bright and glorious- 
thoughts crowding upon us to-day, that I 
have hardly known what verse of Holy 
Scripture to select for a text. I should ai^ 
most have preferred to take for the summa^* 
of these thoughts, the Article of our Creed,' 
*^I believe in the HolyCatholick Church, flie 
Communion of Saints." But I have, you see, 
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adhered to the custom of prefacing a sermon 
with a text of Scriptm^e ; and if we wander 
from it we will at least endeavour that all 
that is said shall be in harmony with the one 
great thought of this day, the Commimion 
of Saints. 

* Every sound and healthy life, whether of 
the individual, or of the body corporate, has 
its days of rejoicing and festival. Nations 
celebrate their anniversaries. Political socie- 
ties, and other societies of less general im- 
portance, celebrate theirs. For they find 
them to be days of commemoration and re- 
freshment, a renewing of vigorous life,' a 
rallying together of doubtful members, an 
invitation to others to join their body, a de- 
raonstration of strength in the face of oppo- 
nents, a memorial to present and, they hope, 
IjO future generations of evil overcome, of 
wrong vanquished by right, of firm resolve 
that the heirs of ancient memories will not 
disgrace the fame into which they have been 
a'dmitted to share. Family life has its dajrs 
pf happy commemoration likewise. Even if 
^rrow has overshadowed the home, and the 
(jpioe unclouded day is fraught with the 
:i^pmories of those '^ not lost, but gone be- 
f$:re," even then the day cannot pass as any 
eipnamon day. We remember indeed, though 
t^ars may have taken the place of smiles. 

So we to-day are glad in the celebra- 
tion, of one of the Church's greatest festivals. 
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as being " members incorporate in the mys- 
tical Body of Jesus Christ our Lord, which is 
the blessed company of aU faithful people." 
We have our joy, likewise, as a congregation, 
keeping this our Festival of Dedication ; a 
festival which the Lord Jesus did not disdain 
to observe when on the Feast of Dedicatioji 
He went up to the Temple at Jerusalem. 
The dedication of Holy Places to the Great 
God of Heaven has invariably been accom- 
panied with ceremonies of rejoicing and 
gladness. The loving and reverent heart 
delights in such outward manifestations. It 
finds a happiness in giving to God of its 
substance in the sanctification to His honour 
of the material things of earth. Therefore 
the Christian Church has always made the 
dedication, or consecration, of her sanctuaries 
an act of ceremonial rejoicing, encouraging 
her children to observe that same day year 
by year as one much to be rememberea by 
each respective congregation. 

All our Churches are dedicated to tibe 
honour and glory of Almighty God, the 
Holy and Undivided Trinity, Father) Son, 
and Holy Ghost. And together with this 
sacred Name we usually associate some 
divine Mystery, or the memory of some of 
the Saints of God. For, after the first and 
unspeakable blessing vouchsafed to us in the 
work of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
Holy Ghost, each working for us, and in us, 
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for man's salvation, we are bound to thank 
Him next for the manifestation of His glory 
in all His saints who have departed this life 
in His faith and fear. Especially are we 
bomid to commemorate those to whom, by 
their acts and writings, we owe our knowledge 
erf the truth as it is in Jesus. So far from 
detracting from the Lord's glory in this we 
toe acknowledging and adoring His power 
as reflected in the life and death of His ser- 
vants. It is not that one church or congre- 
gation is of Paul, and another of ApoUos, 
Another of Cephas, and another of Christ. 
No. All are of Christ, and of God in Christ. 
But, wherever we may be worshipping, the 
dedication of the Church to the Most Holy 
Trinity, or to the Lord Jesus Christ, or to 
Hie Holy Angels, or to the Saints in Him, 
will remind us of some deep mystery of our 
feith, of His constitution of the service done 
to Him in heaven and in earth, and of divine 
strength made perfect in human weakness. 
So we glorify God in His saints, as the 
Churches of Judaea which were in Christ 
glorified God in St. Paul."" The dedication 
of this building as the Chapel of All Saints 
does not comvey to our minds any engrossing 
idea of human merit, as if we were merely 
giving glory to men and women and children 
who lived and died hundreds of years ago, 
God forbid. But the mention of AH Saints 

m Oal. i. 24. 
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brings to remembrance the migh^ power of 
Grod as shewn in all who hare beKeved in 
Him, feared Him, loved Him, and obeyed 
Hini* So we celebrate our day of Dedica-? 
tion, seeing by faith that we are compassed 
about with a great cloud of witnesses, and 
looking unto Jesus, the King of Saints, the 
author and finisher of our faith.*^ 

On this second celebration of our dedica^ 
tion festival we ought to turn our thought* 
backward for a little while, and consider our 
privileges, our fiiults, and our responsibilities, 
as connected with this house of prayer. Gt)d 
alone can see what work has really been done; 
We have met together morning after morik- 
ing to offer Him our worship ; and we in^y 
trust that He, Who has assured us that He laf 
present with the two or three gathered tc^' 
gether in His Name, has fulfilled that pro*' 
mise to the little band of daily worshipperSi 
We have assembled together in greater num- 
bers on the Sundays. There have been so 
many services, so many sermons, so many 
Cemmunions. Th\is much we have seen. 
Whatever the firuit has been we leave it to 
Crod, giving honour to Him for it, whether it 
be much or little, acknowledging always titiat 
He alone it is Who giveth increase. If hearfei 
have been touched, if any sinner has beetf 
awakened, if any imderstanding has becfri 
enlightened, if any affections have been deep- 

n Hebk zii, 1. 
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«ied, if anv faUen has been raised, if any 
weak one has been made strong, if any- 
earnest one has been built up to higher pur- 
pose^ if any mourner has found consolation, 
and any wearied one rest, to Him alone be 
all the glon^. Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us. We may, perhaps, humbly venture 
to hope that He has of His great mercy 
wrought something of this, not letting His 
word return unto Him void. Every heart 
which cares to think ought to know a little 
of the work - of the Lord's Spirit within it. 
^ou will bear witness to yourselves. Brethren, 
m this. But there is another side of the 
questiori which I can feel. Brethren, if you 
cannot, the very humbling thought of so 
many prayers feefay offered amid distea<5tions 
of mind, of deepest truths feebly uttered 
aaid imperfectly realized, of the inconsistency 
of daily life with that Gospel which I preacn 
and you believe. Well may the minister of 
Christ, the steward of the mysteries of God, 
ask upon his knees, ^^Who is sufficient for 
these things?" Well may he fear lest his 
many imperfections mar the . prayers which 
he offers before the Eternal throne on behalf 
9f his congregation, and of the Church at 
large. Well may he say with the Apostle of 
the Gentiles, '' lest after that I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway."** 
If my ministry among you be according to 

1 Cor. iz. 27. 
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the grace of God, the responsibility of pr6fi*f 
ing by it is upon you ; and upon me also ; for 
I cantiot teach others without being taught 
myself If it be not according to His grace 
may He supply to you what is wanting, and 
have mercy upon me. 

And now let us turn from ourselves to the 
glory of this great and crowning Festival ^4 
it has to do with the whole Catholick Churdb^ 
This crowning Festival, I say; for it embracai 
all others, and supplements them, and lookd 
onward to the day when '' the Lord our God 
shall come, and all His saints with Him.^T 
Each Lord's day in its turn tells of the Grea'^ 
tion, the Resurrection, the Descent of ihe 
Holy Ghost, the glories of the Oo-etemal 
Trinity, Other festivals have reference to 
the earthly life of the Lord Jesus, to th0 
acts, the lives, and the deaths, so offcen by 
cruel violence, of one or more of His servants/ 
We do not commemorate all these by namcw 
We have the Blessed Virgin Mother and St* 
John the Baptist ; the twelve Apostles witJs 
St. Paul and St. Barnabas ; the Holy Evanf 
gelists ; St. Stephen, deacon and proto-martyi?. } 
Qie Holy Innocents, St. Michael and All 
Angels. None other, I think, are speciall;^ 
commemorated in pur services. Some fifby 
more are mentioned by name in our Calendajri 
These are but as the few sheaves of the hart 
vest-field bowing down to the sheaf of Joseph 

P Zech. ziv. 6. 
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iirhile the valleys around are standing thick 
with com. They are but as the few first 
deen of the countless stars of heaven. They 
&re not the only ones who lived and died in 
His faith and fear. The Lord knoweth them 
that are His, those who from the foundation 
of the world until now have fought the good 
fight, have kept the faith, and have now 
entered into their rest. - He knoweth those 
trho are now fighting, toiling, striving, to 
enter in, rmming with patience the race set 
before them. He knoweth those again whom 
He, in His foreknowledge, has predestinated 
to the adoption of sons, who shall yet be bom 
into this world of trial to witness a good 
tenfession, to be upheld by His power, and 
to endure unto the end. What note does the 
Ohurch take of all these ? What note shotUd 
rfie take ? Is she like an imgratefid country 
which, while she rewards the leaders of an 
army, suffers brave hearts and strong arms to 
rot forgotten in an unmarked grave ? No. 
She knows that right dear in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of His saints.*^ She remem- 
bers how St. Paul, unwilling to burden his 
letters with a long catalogue of names, in- 
cludes all whom he has in his heart in these 
lyords, '' I entreat thee also, true yoke-fellow, 
help those women which laboured with me 
in the Gospel, with Clement also, and with 

4 Psalm ozvi. 13. 
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other my fellow labotirers whose names ahB> 
written m the Book of Life."' 

Whose names are Written in the Book of 
Life ! Unknown, and yet well-known !^ These 
are they whose memories we celebrate to-day* 
Such honour have all His Saints. The Chur^ 
seems to say with the Apostle, The Horn 
would fail me were I to tell of all by nameur 
The world cannot know them all. For they 
are a great multitude which no man can nuln- 
ber, of all nations, and kindred, and people/ 
and tongues;* of all times, from Adam W. 
the latest born before the judgment ; of alt 
ranks, high and low, rich and poor, from tker 
monarch on the throne to the beggar upon 
the dunghill j the most learned and the mo£^ 
ignorant of worldly wisdom. Young ukBsi/ 
and maidens, old men and children, the aged 
matron, the strong, and beautiftJ and wise of 
middle age, all are represented here. All iir 
their several stations of life served their 
heavenly Master. Some lived and died iiiJ 
peace y but these were few. For generally ilr 
is through much tribulation that we enter 
into the kingdom of God. Each had his, or 
her, particular trial. Each was, and is, one^ 
in a class which will represent our partieulai? 
trial and temptation. Most of them sufiSeredi 
in the taking up of a cross, in the mortifica*: 
tion of the flesh, in the sacrifice of things 
dearly prized, in patient endurance of every 
kind of hardness. What more many were 

» Phil. iv. 3. 8-2 Cor. vi, 9. t Eev. vii, 9. 



THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS: 163 

eadied upon to suffer the old historians of the 
Church will tell, as they re-echo St. Paul's 
words. He writes of the Old Testament 
Saints. They write of those of the New 
Testament. The story of the ten persecu- 
tions of the Christian Church comes to us 
with fuller particulars, and so seems to sur- 
pass in horror the brief allusion to suffering 
made by St. Paul. Hear what he says: 
" Women received their dead raised to life 
again ; and others were tortured, not accept- 
ing deliverance ; that they might obtain a 
febtter resurrection ; and others had trial of 
crtel mockings and scourgings, yea, more- 
over of bonds and imprisonment : they were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword ; they wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins; being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented ; (of whom the 
world was not worthy:^ they wandered in 
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 
oaves of the earth.""* Were not these more 
tlian conquerors through Him that loved 
titem? They all died in faith. They all 
Kve unto Him. Even if they were dead they 
would deserve a remembrance from us to 
whom they have left a precious legacy in the 
deposit of the true faith, earnestly contended 
foJT, religiously guarded, sincerely handed 
down. But we have to-day to do not with 
tiie dead but with the living. We rejoice in 

u Heb. xi. 35—38. 
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the victory won by those who are meinbtfW 
with ourselves of the one Body of Christ, ^d 
leading columns of the vast army who have 
fought and won their passage across the dark 
river and have entered into rest ; who wait 
for us, because without us they cannot bfe 
.made perfect, before they enter into theis 
glory and their reward. • -^'^ 

We must go higher yet indeed before wri 
exhaust the glory of this festival. We caii'? 
not rejoice in the triumph, we eaniEO# 

E raise the conquerors, unless we give du^ 
onour to the King Who with His own rigKJ 
hand, and with His holy arm hath gottett 
Himself the victory. They who have cofi^ 
quered take no honour to themselves. " They 
sing the song of Moses, the servant of Gott^r 
and the song of the Lamb, saying, Ghre^t 
and marvellous are Thy ways, Lord God 
Almighty ; just and true are Thy ways, Thoia? 
King of Saints. WTio shall not fear Thee^ 
\and glorify Thy Name ? For Thou only ^ 
holy."^ ^ ^ 

He only is holy. He alone can claim ta 
bear that title of Saint by virtue of inherent 
iSaintliness. They, so far as they are holyy 
are holy by virtue of Hia righteousness whiob 
He has put upon them. We praise Hi£^ 
therefore to-day, First and Last, the Autho^ 
Sustainer, and Finisher of all holiaess ; Hhffl 
First, and all in Him ; Him the Head, them 

V Bev. XV. 8, 4. 
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fte Body ; Him ihe Life, them drawing that 
life from Him, forming the Chiirch which is 
His Body, the fulness of Him that filleth aU 
hsL all. 

Of this Church we. Brethren, are members. 
And now let us consider our interest in Him, 
ftftd with Him in them whose faith we praise 
to-day. When the Creator had placed Adam 
ii Paradise, He said, " It is not good that 
the man should be alone. I will make him 
a help meet for him.^ In the woman taken 
feom the side of Adam we see the type of the 
Clhurch drawing her life from the opened 
^de of the second Adam. He, as Man^ 
thought it was not good that He should be 
alone. He therefore created for Himself the 
Okurch to be His Spouse. She was to be for 
HJT" the Mother of holy souls, the Mother 
<jf His children Who is the Father of the 
^rerlasting age. Christ is the heavenly Bride- 
•oom; the Church is His Bride. In earthly 
ings and in heavenly things, for the flesn 
and for the Spirit, He nas sanctified bonds of 
visible and invisible union, making husband 
and wife to be one flesh, making the saint 
$;jid his Saviour to be one spirit. We are all 
members of one Body, every one members 
fmo of another, and all complete in Him* 
We do not stand entirely alone. In one 
sense every man shall bear his own burden ; 
every one, by himself and for himself, respon* 

wGen.iil8. 
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sible to his Judge. But we believe in ijtxG 
Holy Catholick Church, the Communion oi 
Saints. We are not alone then. We are 
one with Patriarchs and Prophets, Apostles 
and Evangelists, Bishops, Priests and Dea^ 
cons, Teachers and Laymen, Martyrs and 
Confessors. We are all baptized by the on^ 
Baptism for the remission of sins into on'^' 
Christ. We have all eaten the same spiritual 
Meat, we have all drunk the same spiritual 
Drink, the Body and Blood of a Cruci&ed anA 
Ascended Lord. The record of their suffeiv 
ings and their victory is ours, and it cheers 
us. Their prayers, which they offered when 
on earth for the whole Church, looked pro* 
spectively forward to our day ; and in pi?o^ 
portion as they are answered so are w6 
blessed. As they now, beneath the Altcur 
cry, ^^How long, Lord?" so these theit 
prayers win a blessing for the toiling Church 
on earth. We are taught to draw from this 
precious doctrine all the comfort and suppoii; 
which the assurance of sympathy supplies; 
As you may picture to yourself an army on . 
its march covering many miles of ground ; 
and as if one looked down from a mountain's 
top he would see different portions of it in 
different stages of the road, tUl perhaps th^ 
vanguard was utterly lost in the distance, 
and had become invisible, and yet all m 
front knew that the rest were following, and 
all behind knew that the rest were only gone 
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b^re ; and all have but one common object, 
and all press on to one common goal, so is 
tihe Communion of Saints. Christians make 
one large army, marching ever onward to 
their heavenly home. Some whom the world 
odlls dead are not dead but gone before^ 
They are out of our sight, but that is all. 
They had, and still have, the same object. 
W if they have come within sight if it 
while we are still toiling along the earher 
i^ges of the road this does not deaden their 
sympathies with us. The Lord's kingdom 
has not come. They without us cannot be 
made perfect. Their very waiting assures 
us that we too are of that same goodly com- 
pany, that we too, if we shall be followers of 
them as they were of Christ, shall reach that 
land that is very far off, to which we hasten 
with longiQg eyes and weary feet that we 
may behold the King in His beauty.* 

They are not separated from us by any 
long period of time. For day by day the 
Bang of Saints has been gathering His own 
elect into His bosom. Our own departed 
ones are among them. Parents, and husband 
and wife, and brothers and sisters, and child- 
rtn, are gone before, and we shall soon follow. 
We ought not to say, in the strifct sense of 
the word, that we are separated from them ; 
for we axe not sure that they may not see us, 
watching from above. Holy Scripture tells 

X Isaiah zxxiii. 17. 
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US plainly that we are compassed about vd\ix 
a great crowd of witnesses. Not mei^dljr 
witnesses in their earthly life to the faith and 
obedience of Christ; for then the words 
*^ compassed about " would be out of place. 
But witnesses, standing around us, compass- 
ing us about as the spectators in the ampM- 
theatre, watching our wrestling, our bloM^y 
our running in the strife and the race that-ls 
set before us. " To die is gain," said St. 
Paul. But how gain, except to live neetli^r 
Christ, to see more of Him, to understdtikl 
more of His mysterious workings for the 
fortherance of His kingdom ? Never let iis 
dare to think of them except as alive in a 
more energetic, more fiilly conscious, life, ih 
comparison with which this life of ours ih 
the flesh is barred up within narrowest limifg. 
We have no definition of their capabiKties 
given us in Scripture. It is enough to know 
that our departed ones who sleep in Jesus 
are happy in a happiness to which only per- 
fection is not yet given. 

Our encouragement then is this, that as 
they overcame we too may overcome. The 
same King of Saints is tneir and our Lord, 
receiving at this moment their and our woi^- 
ship. In His life they live. By His Resur- 
rection they will arise. Will He not give lis 
to overcome like them, if we will only ptrt 
our whole trust in Him ? 

And so we come down again to earth, to 
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the duties of those who are called to be 
aaintS) to the mutual love and peace and joy, 
aud bearing one another's burdens, which 
ought to set forth thiBir faith, and Grod's glory, 
upon earth. For of necessity these things 
follow from belief in the Commimion of 
.3aints, even loving sympathy with all who 
are knit together with us in the fellowship of 
the Saints in Christ, a reaching forward of 
heart and will towards ♦all, work for all, 
prayer for all. By ourselves we are imper- 
i foot. St. Paul desires that his friends may 
^^ be able to comprehend with all saints ^ what 
is the length, and breadth, and depth, and 
height, and to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, and be filled with all the 
frdness of God."^ Only with all saints can 
we attain to this. 

. To-day, then, the thought of the perfection 
of our individual life is for a little while lost 
in the consideration of that great Body in 
which we are but units. And yet the value 
of each single soul is not thereby underrated. 
The very idea of a body implies that if one 
member suffer all the members suffer with 
it. So here. We pray that the Lord will 
shortly accomplish the number of His elect, 
and hasten His kingdom. If any one fall 
back there must be delay. If any one fall 
away altogether that kingdom cannot come 
until the vacant post be occupied. The guests 

y Epfa. iii. 18, 19. 
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at the marriage supper of the Lamb caimot 
sit down uBtil the house be fiUed. What if 
we be found wanting when we are called to 
our account ? What if by our disobedience^ 
worldlinesSy coldness, sin (to whatever kind 
we are most prone) we hinder FfiTfi in 
His mighty work, as the men of Caper^ 
naum, who rendered it impossible for Him ti 
do many mighty works there because of their 
imbelief ? Every tioul saved is a gain to 
Christ, a gain to His Church, a gain to every 
other soul which is pressing forward. Every 
soul lost is a loss to all. 

My Brethren, we are called to be saints. 
We are saints in the sense in which St. Paul 
addressed his disciples. It is for us to hold 
fast that which we have that no man take 
our crown." We are fellow-citizens of the 
Saints, and of the household of God. For a 
little while we are strangers and pilgrims 
upon this earth, seeking a better country, 
that is, an heavenly. Let us declare this to. 
the world, to angels, and to men, by our Kps 
and in our lives. By the glory of the Holy 
Church, by the Communion with all Sainte 
gone before us, struggling by our sides, or to 
succeed us, by the tender sympathy and 
ministrations of the Holy Angels, by the 
imspeakable and wonderful love of the Kin g 
of Saints, I beseech you, live as believing 
and realizing to the full the blessedness of 

■ Rev. iii. 11. 
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this day, that you too, may, in the great day, 
rejoice to find your names written in heaven, 
that beKef in communion may be succeeded 
by a visible unioij in which husband and 
wife, parent and child, brother and sister, 
friend and friend, shall be reunited once and 
for ever in Him ; for all will then be one in 
CSirist Jesus. 
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" A devout man, and one that feared (Jod, with all 
Ms house." — ^Acts x. 2. 

This is the character which the Holy S|Hrit 
has left us of Cornelius, the first Gentile con- 
vert, with this addition, that "he gave mucJi 
alms to the people, and prayed to God al- 
way.^' ' 

I do not intend to-day to speak of the coi^ 
version of Cornelius, but of that example <rf 
a godly family life which he sets us as being 
" a devout man, and one that feared God 
with all his house." 

When God created Adam He thought it 
not good for him to be alone. For He had 
created him to be the parent of the humas 
race, the first of an order of intelligent beings 
who, deriving their life fi:om him and our 
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mother Eve, should be linked together by 
the ties of blood. As men multiplied upon 
earth a new bond of common interest was 
formed, the bond of common nationality. To 
this was added the bond of a common reli- 
religion, true as in the case of Abraham ^ 
Isaac, Jacob, and their descendants, false as 
among the rest of Adam's children. All 
things, from man's perversity, turned to 
separation. When Christ came, it was to 
change this separation into imion, to gather 
together in one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad. From the One Father 
in heaven every family, all Fatherhood, in 
heaven and eartn is named. All His children 
are knit together, one family, in the Church, 
the Spouse of Christ.* He was made flesh and 
^welt among us, in us, in our himian nature, 
being made partaker of flesh and blood, that 
.all men, Jews and Grentiles, bond and fi^e, 
being baptized into Christ, might put on 
Christ, and be made members of His family, 
irf His Church, and of Himself. God has, 
as the Scriptures tell us, made all men of one 
blood, children of the same parent, depen- 
dent upon each other for almost everything 
which they enjoy, for their being, for their 
happiness in life, for the knowledge of the 
iMUpe of glory, and for the outward means of 
^ace. Moreover God regards men, and 
teaches them to regard themselves, as mem- 

a St. John xi. 52 j Eph. iii. 15. 
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bers one of another in (1) His Church, umn 
versal and without limit of place or language ; 
(2) in their nation ; and, (3) more closely- 
still, in their family. 

Now I think that in the first of these three 
bonds of union we are aU most willing to 
acknowledge God's special Providence. Chiub^ 
ians are the Body, as Christ is the Head, of 
the Church. We are anxious perhaps about 
a point of doctrine, about the settlement of 
a religious dispute, about the success of mis^ 
sionary enterprise abroad or the develop-' 
ment of the Church's energies at home ; .mA\ 
we pray heartily for the good estate of the 
Catholick Church. And so at all times, and 
especially in times of peril and calamity, of 
war, pestaence, and femine, we pray for our 
nation. We think, and speak, of ourselves, 
not without reason, as a highly fevoured 
nation. We are proud of camng ourselves 
Englishmen. But we do not, as it appears to 
me, pay sufficient attention to the third bond- 
of union in the &mily and household as it' 
stands before God, and to all that is bound 
up in that word family^ husband and wife, 
parents and children, brothers and sist»B, 
masters and servants. We do not think suffi- 
ciently of its importance, its sacredness^ its- 
responsibilities, its oneness. Among the: 
many inscriptions of praise placed over the 
graves of departed Christians did we ever see 
the words of our text, ^^ A devout man, and 
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one that feared God with all his house ?" 
There are individual duties of each towards 
the other members of the family. There are 
common duties of all towards God, a Christ- 
iaai service demanded from the household, as 
a? united whole, as one body, in the same 
s^ztse as the Church, and the nation, are one 
iii; our own view, and in the sight of God. 

:I wish then to speak to you to-day of 
QSiristian family life. We all understand that 
there ought to be but one interest in a family. 
Wherever this is not the case, whenever 
ijicmbers of the same family are seen to be 
divided among themselves, opposing and in- 
itirinff each other, we call it unnatural. The 
iknpLt sense of right and wrong teaches 
liiat parents are bound to provide for their 
children, and that the children again are 
bound to reverence and honour their parents, 
to follow their wishes, to take care of them 
in gftckness and old age ; that brothers and 
siaters should mutually help each other on in 
the world as opportunities oflfer. And why ? 
Because they are all members of one family, 
children of one father. Respect, gratitude, 
IgpTO to the parents, find their expression in 
loi?e to the children. All this is only right, 
ar:duty so simple that we do not acknowledge 
it^as a merit, and never fail to be shocked if 
it .is neglected. God has ordered that it 
should be so. The Creator has implanted 
this natural affection in oxir hearts. 
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Now if we feel thus in the matters of iMs 
world should we not feel the same and evet 
more in matters affecting eternal life and 
death ? If a fitther will devote a lifetime 
working early and late to provide for wife 
and children, to make a fortune for thei]^ 
after his death, surely he ought to be equallj^ 
careful for their spiritual riches and progress 
that he may keep aroimd him in life, ana 
leave behind him at death, a household high 
in favour with the Almighty. That the Loid 
does regard households and families wit&4 
peculiar affection is evident from numerous 
instances in Scripture. Observe how ofbefk 
He declares Himself as " the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob ; the Grod of yom* 
fethers ; the God of Israel."*" Observe ho^ 
God speaks of Abraham, ^^ I know him thalt 
he will command his children and his houM^ 
hold after him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord," giving this holiness in AbM^ 
ham's family life as the reason for bestowing 
upon him a special revelation of His purposed 
Observe how Jacob entreats Him as the God 
of His family, ^^ O God of my father Abra^ 
ham, and God of my father Isaac."° Remem* 
ber how it is recorded that "Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus."* Then^ 
again, God gave specific commands for tb^ 
xmion of the family in distinct acts of wor* 

b Exod. iii. 6, 13, 16, 16 ; iv. 6. c Gen. xviii. 19 j Gen. xxxiL 9. 

d St. John zL 6. 
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s(k&p. The Siabbaih day was to be kept holy 
hy son and daughter, by manservant and 
aacbaidservant, by the stranger sojourning or 
.4jerving in the household, as well as by the 
heads of the fomily. The sprinkling of the 
ibiood of the lamb at the Passover in Egypt 
^as the pledge of salvation to the household. 
,1Jhe lamb was ordered to be eaten before the 
S^ord by the Master with his household. He 
jtleclares Himself '^ the God of all the families 
of Israel ;"® and it is one of His great bless- 
mgs upon mankind that ^^Hehelpeththe poor 
^ut of misery, and maketh Him households 
itike a flock of sheep.'" 

Moreover our Father Which is in heaven 
gave various commandments with a view to 
the preservation of holiness in family life, 
i^arents are required to teach their children, 
aad their children's children. Children are 
commanded to honour their father and their 
i^apther, that their days may be long in the 
land which the • Lord their God giveth them. 
National prosperity is intimately connected 
mdth obedience to authority. If the Jewish 
qhildren had honoured their fathers and their 
mothers we cannot doubt but that the nation 
would have enjoyed the fulfilment of the 
womise of the fifth commandment, would 
Save retained the Divine blessing, and have 
dwelt long in the land which the Lord their 
God had given them. 

e Jer. zxzi. 1. f Psalm ovii. 41. 
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But they disregarded the command to lii^ 
great loss. The Lord Jesus condemns them 
for having made it of none effect by Idieir 
tradition. The breaking up of fitmily life 
was ruining the nation, W bringing down 
God's heavy anger. The prophets had fore- 
seen this long since. The Old TestameM^ 
closes with the prediction that the forenmncay 
of the Lord would come especially to remedjt 
this evil: '^He shall turn the heart of tb^ 
fathers to the children, and the heart of thd 
children to their fathers, lest I come a94 
ismite the earth with a curse. "*^ What doe» 
this mean except that unloving and dis- 
obedient hearts within the household kindle 
God's anger against a nation ? that holy and 
loving homes are of His ordering for the 
salvation of a nation in the day of visitation 
and judgment ? 

Again, we have many remarkable instaneei^ 
of the divine favour and protection extended 
to whole families. God would not save No$b 
alone. Wife, and sons, and sons' wives, wm 
saved with him. He woiJd^ not save Lot 
alone. The angels would have brought hie 
wife, his sons, sons-in-law, and daughters, snie 
out of the doomed city into a place of re^ige. 
By the faith of Rahab the harlot her &the£V» 
household, and all that she had, were sayed^ 
So Obed-edom was blessed in his care of the 
Ark of the Lord, and not he only, but all 

g Mai. iv. 6. 
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Ms household. The promise to Abraljiam was 
tibat in him all the families of the earth should 
be blessed. Especially must we remember 
ihat the Church of Christ is spoken of as the 
household, and the family, of Grod. 

Next, let us consider the frequency with 
^rfaich instances of family religion are men- 
tioned in the sacred writings. There is 
Jddiua's resolve, " As for me and my house 
tr* will serve the Lord."^ Then there is 
David's rule, in the hundred-and-first Psalm, 
ftwr the ordering of his household ; "I will 
w^dk in my house with a perfect heart. There 
shall no deceitftd person dwell in mv house. 
Whoso leadeth a godly life he shall be my 
servant." There is Cornelius, ^^a devout 
man, and one that feared God with all his 
bouse." Further, it is related of many of the 
converts that ^' himself believed and his whole 
house." The Philippian jailor was baptized, 
he and all his, and rejoiced, "beKeving on God 
tfith all his house."' Nor should St. Paul's 
greetings and salutations be forgotten in 
which with all affectionate remembrance he 
mentions heads of families, and their house- 
hcdds as well. 

We are bound, therefore, my Brethren, if 
we have any faith in Scripture warnings, 
examples, promises, and commendation, to 
iJiink of ourselves very seriously, and of the 
duties required of us, as members of the 

h Joshua xxiv. 15. i Acta zyi. 84. 
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£unily into which we are bom, or in which 
we are now placed by God's Proyidence. 
We may not adopt Cain's words : " Am I 
my brother's keeper ?" or the selfish language 
of the world's motto, " Every man for him- 
self." We are in duty bound to consider the 
welfexe of all the members of our own family 
in temporal and in spiritual things. And iii 
spiritual things, of course, even more than Si 
temporal. For the care of the body ends at 
the grave. When sickness has done its work, 
when death has separated soul. and bo(hr, aiul 
you take your last look, consider, I prs^ 
you, what advantages now remain to the de- 
parted of aU your striyings after his worldly 
advancement. You have done him no last- 
ing benefit in all this. It does not profit him 
that you carry him to burial with the pomp 
of a costly fimeral, that you place over him 
a marble moniunent telling oi many virtues. 
His bones would rest as peacefully in Hie 
plainest coffin, and in an unknown gram 
But what of his soul, that is, what of him- 
self? Oh ! Father, Mother, Brother, or Sis- 
ter, or Child, of him whom you so lately 
followed to his burial, what has your rda- 
tionship done for his eternal salvation ? Your 
labour is ended now. And perhaps in labour- 
ing for the meat that perisheth you ha'vb 
onlv thrown a stumbling-block in his way, 
multiplied temptations, and drawn him away 
from grace. 



FAMILY GODLINESS. 181 

We, Brethren, who are called upon to 
minister to the sick for their spiritual neces- 
sities have opportunities of observing how 
greatly zeal for the body exceeds zeal for the 
soul. At the first appearance of illness the 
^vice of the doctor is eagerly sought. The 
4tiedicine is regularly administered, the direc- 
:il?[ons scrupulously observed. But when we, 
lUie messengers of the Great Physician of 
*aQuls, have at last, perhaps quite accidentally, 
iieard of the sick man's state, and apply tor 
; admittance to his bedside that we may speak 
to him of his soul, of God's love in Christ, 
and the things of the world to come, that we 
may urge him to repentance of past sin, and 
resolutions of future holiness, we do not al- 
ways find that welcome, and that attention to 
our message which its importance demands. 
For the sake of a little more bodily rest, for 
fear of causing the patient anxiety, the Mends 
or the nurse will refi^ain from sending for us ; 
gt will refuse to admit us ; or will desire us to 
epeak only a very little about God's marvel- 
lous and infinite love to the penitent, and 
fearfiil threatenings upon the impenitent. Is 
not this a mistake, a false love which puts the 
iSOul in danger of eternal death for the sake 
^txf the comfort of the body ? Is it not an entire 
ignorance of the nature of true family love ? 

All men, as sharing one common human 
nature, and, therefore, much more as mem- 
bers of the same family, are to a certain ex- 
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tent their brothers' keepers, answerable for eadi 
others souls, each as far as his own influence 
extends. This influence is very great, fer 
greater than we are at first inclined to im- 
agine. It is an influence of authority on the 
part of parents and elders. It is an influence 
of perpetual example, and of opinion expr^sr 
ed in word and act. It is the influence of the 
many over one, a sort of lesser public opinion, 
a smaller world to which aU are compelled, to 
a great extent, to conform. 

Let me therefore now speak to Fathers aiad 
Mothers,, as the heads of households, ahoxtt 
this influence, and what it ought to be. Are 
you, like Abraham, commanding your chil- 
dren and your household after you that they 
shall keep the way of the Lord ? Are you 
anxious that there should be, so to speak, a 
mark upon your houses, as if the cross, signed 
at baptism upon the temple of your body, 
were standing high upon your roof to proclaim 
to the world that your house is a house 6f 
God ? Do * you take pains so to order all its 
arrangements that men may say, '' This house 
is the home of a Christian, and a godly, 
man ? He is very particular who enters it. 
He will not admit any person of bad cha- 
racter within his doors. He will never allow 
any bad language. He is regular at Church 
with his wife and family. He gathers them 
round him daily for family prayer. He is a 
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deyout man, and fears God, with all his 
house." I hope and believe there are many 
such among Ithis congregation, men anH 
women who are not content to make religion 
a merely personal matter between God and 
their own souls, but do their best that every 
member of their household may be learning 
some good every day, and walking more and 
more carefdUy m the fear of the Lord. You 
who are trying to eflfect this can bear witness 
whether a godly household is not also a happy 
one, as that household at Nazareth must have 
been, where Jesus dwelt with Joseph and 
Mary, and was subject unto them: 

But, remember, this family holiness cannpt 
exist without personal holiness in all its mem- 
bers, especiaQy in those who are the very 
head and heart of its being. There are mutual 
duties to be fiilfilled by one to the other. The 
first of these is example from parent to child. 

It is unnecessary for me to tell you that a 
family cannot be holy if the parents care no- 
. thing for holiness in their acts. They must 
shew by their life that they are in earnest, 
that they will not on any account allow bad 
conduct, or bad words, in those under their 
authority. They must show that their reso- 
lution is fixed by the example they set of 
-avoiding everjrthing forbidden by God's laws. 
It is of no use for the child to learn his cate- 
chism at school, with his duty to God and 
his neighbour, if he finds his parents deny- 

B 2 
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ing God in their actions, and daily breaking 
His commandments. Parents must not com- 
plain that school-teaching fails when they 
make their children mileam and despise at 
home aU that they have learned at school. 
Only let the child see that the parent hates 
sin, and he will believe his teaching at school 
and at church, he will hate evil and love 
good. 

Furthermore, this personal holiness must 
manifest itself towards all other members of 
the family, and so teach them by example as 
well as by precept. There are mutual duties 
between husband and wife by which each 
' may be brought nearer to God. Christianity 
has elevated the union of man and woman, 
declaring that Christian marriage is a great 
EQystery, signifying the mystical union that 
is betwixt Christ and His Church. How 
pure, how blessed, is this union between two 
persons who feel what Christian marriage 
really is ! The wife reverences her husbands 
The husband dweUs with his wife according 
to knowledge, that is, knowing that each 
has been redeemed by the Blood of Christ, 
that each is a Temple of the Holy Ghost^ 
giving honour unto her as imto the weaker 
vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life, that their prayers may not be 
, hindered by any sin.^ 

But if, unhappily, as is sometimes the ease, 

k 1 St. Peter ill. 7. 
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either husband or wife shotild be unbelieving, 
in danger of falling away, or slothful in serv- 
ing the Lord, this union gives great oppor- 
tunities to the other of leading the wanderer 
back to God. ^^ What knowest thou, O wife, 
whether thou mayest save thy husband ? Or 
how knowest thou, O man, whether thou 
shalt save thy wife?" So writes St. Paul. 
And St. Peter, writing to the wives, enjoins 
them to be in subjection to their own hus- 
bands, ^^ that if any obey not the word they 
ako may without the word, be won by the 
eonversation of the wives. "^ 

Then, with the .children ? How are you 
bringing up the little ones whom God has 
given you ? Are you training them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 
You cannot b? doing so unless you are striv- 
ing your best to make your whole household 
holy. I spoke just now of example. The 
practice of home is to the child's soul like the 
air he breathes. His spiritual life cannot 
grow up holy in a corrupt atmosphere. He 
will catch some disease, and his soul will pine 
away. You would be very, very, anxious if 
you saw his body growing daily weaker. 
ne as anxious about his soul. Children are 
the gift of the Lord. The baptized child is 
especially the gift of, or more correctly, the 
thmg lent by, Jesus. Washed in His filood, 
signed with His Cross, he is a temple of the 

1 1 Cor. vii. 16 ; 1 St. Peter iii. I. 
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Holy Ghost, a holy thing bom of God ^W 
bring the blessing of heaven upon yoii* 
Watch over him. Keep all evil far from him. 
Think of the joy and comfort of your dying 
hour in the knowledge that you have brought 
up your children to love Christ, that they 
are persevering steadfast in the faith, becom** 
ing in their turn the parents of faithfiil d^uj*. 
dren, '^ a godly seed.""" 

And if, as does sometimes happen to the 
parents' unspeakable sorrow, a son or a 
daughter has gone wrong, disgracing them^ 
selves and their family, what an addition to 
your sorrow there would be in the remem- 
Drance that you had never taught them to 
discern between good and evil, to flee from 
evil and do the thing that was right, that 
there had been no good seed planted in their 
heart which might some day, by God's mercy 
and grace, lead them to repentonce, and that 
the blood of their souls must lie at your door I • 
What consolation and hope, on the contrary, 
in the thought that you had done all in your 
power to lead them in the right path, that 
you have delivered your own soul, and that 
perhaps, some day, the old teaching will bear 
good fruit ! A man or woman may fell very 
deeply, and for very long. Yet you mu0t 
many of you have known instances in which 
the old teaching, the remembrance of a godly 
home wiili its cahn and hply happiness, has 

m Hal. ii. 16. • 



FAMILY GODLINESS. 187 

Wonglit back the prodigal, at least to die 
penitently, if not to live hopefiiUy, in renewed 
purpose of serving his offended God. 

Here is another matter in which the reality 
of family godliness is shewn, the advice which 
parents give their children on the subject of 
marriage. "Be not imequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers," said St. Paid.^ Now 
a marriage foimded upon a passing fancy, 
merely upon personal beauty, or talent, or 
money, or position, is oertainly an unequal 
yoke. And parents who encourage a mar- 
riage with one who is careless about religion 
are admitting this carelessness not only into 
their house but into their hearts. They are 
putting their child into a position where zeal 
for God's service is likely to be chilled, where 
love for God is likely to be drawn away 
downwards to the things of earth. There is 
a new element in the household ; and those 
who have never cared for their own souls are 
not likely to be anxious about the soul of 
even husband, or wife, or child. 

Besides those who are knit together by the 
ties of kindred there are others in the house- 
hold who must not be forgotten. The heads 
of families are required by God to consider 
thtor servants. " Masters, give unto your 
servants that which is just and equal, know- 
ing that ye also have a Master in heaven.""* 
You give the beast of burden, and the dog that 

n 2 Cop. fi. 14. o Col. iv. 1. 
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guard, your hou«, whatever i. neee«a.y to 
the support of life- Give to your servants^ 
whose mind and body both work for you, and 
to whose .care you commit your children, give 
to them the food necessary for body and soul. 
Beware of putting any stumbling-block, or 
occasion of &lling, in their way. See that 
they have opportunities of going to Churdi. 
Do not cut them off from the Holy Com- 
munion by never allowing them to go to 
Church in the morning, or to stay through Ae 
whole Service. For if you do, their neglect 
and loss of the means of grace comes back 
upon you. And, when you can, teach them 
and help them. 

You will understand that in a single ser- 
mon it is impossible to enter into all the little 
details of family religion, to speak of all the 
duties owed by children to their parents, or 
of the mutual duties of brothers and sisters 
to each other. Yet on this latter point I cann 
not refrain from reminding brothers and sis- 
ters that they are required to be mutually 
gentle, forbearing, considerate, and polite* 
Relationship does not by any means excuse 
rudeness, or selfishness, thougn too many act 
as if it did. And when they are parted one 
from another they may still strive togetheaf 
in mutual intercession, each praying that the 
Divine protection may ever be over the rest, 
that the Holy Spirit may ever guide and 
keep them in the way of holiness. Neither 
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can we attempt to mention all the ways in 
which ^^ the devout man who fears God with 
all his house," lets his Christian principle be 
seen in the government of his family, A 
great part of his life must be secret, or known 
ofiJv to those who live in close intercourse 
with him. Yet in some things that life will 
bear open testimony. And of that testimony 
none is more sweet and comforting to the 
ministers of God than the sight of a whole 
family, Father, Mother, Children, and Ser- 
vants, worshipping together in the House of 
Qtxi, and kneeling side by side at His Altar 
to receive from us the Joody and Blood of 
their Crucified Saviour. None is more sweet 
now. And among the remembrances of earth 
few will be more sweet for us in the world 
to come than the sight of the same household 
united together, not one missing, at the 
Lord's right hand at the great day ; none 
more sweet to you than to be able to say, 
^ ' Lord, behold I, and the children whom 
Thou hast given me!"^ and to find grace 
with Him, as did Cornelius, for having feared 
the Lord with all your house. Therefore, 
my Brethren, lay to heart the necessity of 
feimily godliness, as well as of personal god- 
liness. I have endeavoured to shew you how 
highly God regards it, how great blessings 
He attaches to it both for this world and the 
next, and how much the spiritual health of the 

P Heb. u. 13. 
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various members of Ae family depends upon 
its head. Let every master of a family make 
Joshua's resolution his own, " As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord." Let him 
make it not the least among his aims to be 
known to Gk)d, and to men, as Cornelius was 
known, as "a devout man, and one that fears 
God with all his house." 



SERMON XII. 



(Preached 25th Sunday after Trinity , 1860. J 



'^ Gather up the fragments that remam that nothing 
be lost."— St. John vi. 12. 

In these words the Lord Jesus gave the final 
inslxuctions to His discipfes, after having fed 
five thousand men, besides women and chil- 
dren, with five barley loaves and two small 
fishes. '' Therefore they gathered them to- 
gether, and filled twelve baskets with the 
fi'agments of the five barley loaves which re- 
mained over and above unto them that had 
eaten." 

The miracle itself was a work of Creative 
power. The care for the fasting and fainting 
multitude was proof of tender sympathy. 
He would not send them away fasting lest 
they should faint by the way ; for He knew 
that many of them came fi:om afar. But we 
will to-day pass over the earlier circum- 
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stances of the miracle. We shall find enough, 
and more than enough for attentive considera- 
tion in the words of onr text. 

We are struck first by the richness and 
abundance of the Lord's bounty, its unneces- 
sary superabundance, if we might dare to 
make use of the expression. Twelve lar^e 
baskets fiill remained over and above waio 
them that had eaten. It would have be^ 
easy for Him to proportion His gift exactly 
to their necessities. But He chooses thus to 
manifest "the riches of His goodness "in 
temporal things in order to teach mankifid 
that in spiritual things He is equally bounti- 
fiil. In the kingdom of nature, and in the 
kingdom of grace equally, the goodness of 
our loving Creator far surpasses our actual 
necessities. His earth brings forth far mare 
than men require for the mere sustenance of 
life. And the goodness of God has not 
deemed usefulness complete except wh^n 
united with beauty, while in all tlungs iiie 
limit of sufiiciency is far exceeded by a seem- 
ing prodigality in Creation. The Almighty 
mercy which is over aU His works has made 
joy even for His lower creatures in vast 
tracts of country untrodden hitherto by the 
foot of man, glorious in the richness and 
variety of foliage, and teeming with animal 
life. Truly it is ^^with lavish kindness" 
thut the gifts of Grod are strewn. Yet Ifcey 
are neither lost, nor in vain, to any who win 
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|K>nder these things, and in patient study of 
His works learn the loving-kindness of the 
Lord. He Who has made His perishing 
works so glorious, being unchangeable, " the 
same yesterday-, to-day, and for ever," wUl 
pour upon His children the gifts of His 
,grace with the same fulness. That which the 
Jjord Jesus spoke concerning Himself may 
: :be interpreted as referring to all the children 
'.of God, that 'Hhe Father giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto them." Of His fulness 
have we all received. It is true in every 
. sense that the hired servants in our Father^s 
house have bread enough, and to spare ; that, 
although millions of His redeemed have 
entered into the halls of the marriage supper 
of the Lamb, yet there is room. He is more 
anxious for our happiness than we are for 
His glory. If He contented Himself with 
simple justice towards us how could we hope 
to escape perishing with hunger ? Not only 
ia our common corruption have we taken the 
portiqjQ of goods which falleth to us, and 
squandered it in sin, but by our own mis- 
deeds each one of us, receiving grace from 
Him, has received that grace again and again 
in vain. Once to know Him ought to have 
been enough for us. Once to have been re- 
called should have been more than enough. 
And yet how often has He forgiven ! How 
often has He recalled us ! How often blessed 
U8 with fresh outpourings of the grace we 

s 
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have repeatedly misused^ imtil it would seem 
next to impossible to exhaust it and to sin it 
all away! 

Thus by His own example He declares to 
us the gloiT of a generous spirit. Thus in 
His miracle He declares its reward. Five 
barley loayes and two small fishes, the little 
store of a poor lad, and venr £ir fi:om enough 
to. fill one such basket, offered in faith and 
love to the Lord are made by His word more 
than suffici^it for the wants of the multitude 
and now twelve baskets fiill are gathered u{i^ 
Herein we see the realization of the wisp 
king's saying, ^^ There is that scatt^th and 
yet increaseth."* For the increase and wealth 
of body and soul result only fi*om His bless* 
ing, by which the distributing to the necesai^ 
ties of the Saints becomes, if we could only 
believe it, the source of riches more enduring 
than those of earth. 

We observe, however, that this bountifid 
goodness of the Son of God is accompanie4 
with a warning against waste. By His com^ 
mand that the firagments shoidd be gathered 
up He conveys a lesson to all who might 
abuse His bounty. Though He gives lavish* 
ly He requires from every man an account of 
tnat which has been received. While nothing 
is too great for Him to give nothing is too 
small for His care. He will not permit waste 

^a Pror. xi. 24. 
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or destruction. He made everything for its 
purpose, and everything must be used accord- 
ingly. To men He has given His only Son 
to die, He has given His Holy Spirit to shed 
light and love. To men He has given also 
the good things of the material world, gifts, 
yet as gifts to stewards of whom it is re- 
quired that they be found faithful. We, 
therefore, after this example, are not only 
called to give out of our abimdance, in case 
we are blessed with affluence. We are fiir- 
tibier cautioned against losing by negligence 
and waste that residue of good things which 
would, however despised by us, carry life and 
joy to our starving and shivering fellow- 
creatures. The miracle declares the secret 
of God's way of giving, that He is always 
generous yet never wasteful, requiring His 
servants to gather up the firagments after the 
multitude were filled that His good gifts may 
continue to benefit the needy. God is not 
too great for little things. Not one sparrow 
falls to the ground without His knowledge. 
The very hairs of our head are all numbered 
before Him. He provideth food for all flesh, 
not for man alone. Who then would be so 
foolish as to think that we should forfeit our 
dignity if in the enjoyment of our heavenly 
Father's boimty we meditate thankftilly upon 
the infinite wisdom and love and power 
which provides our daily bread, and so much 
more, if we are careftd that nothing be lost, 

s 2 
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if we spare a little here and there in ordeo* 
that others may partake of the bounties be- 
stowed upon us from above ? 

And so we are brought to recognize the 
importance of little things. It was but a 
little from which so many were fed, frx)m 
which so great a residue was gathered up. 
The twelve baskets ftJl were designed to sup- 
ply food to many others, and might have be- 
come under the Lord's blessing the food of 
thousands more. Unhappily we are too apt 
to despise the day of small things, forgetting 
that trifles make the sum of daily life. The 
rich man took no account of the crumbs 
which fell from his table ; but they served to 
keep the suffering Lazarus ahve. This is not 
the fault of the wealthy only. Many a pow 
man has with equal error despised the Kttle 
which God has given Him, as if it were far 
too insignificant to be employed for his bene- 
fit in either world. But, really, before th^ 
Eye of God, nothing is Httle, nothing insig- 
nificant, nothing contemptible. Every man 
has his place, and his work, under God's pro- 
vidence. Everything which a man possesses 
is a talent, an opportunity, be it wealth or 
poverty, health or sickness, society or loneli- 
ness, prosperity or adversity. The Lord's 
voice says of each, ^^ Let nothing of these My 
gifts be lost, however they have been mis- 
applied hitherto, misapplied imtil they have 
been wasted and almost destroyed." Though 
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only a few scattered fragments remain to us 
of that which was originally given for our 
salvation, however little time or power re- 
mains, let nothing be lost. Gather up the 
fragments, and employ them for the glory of 
•the Lord, for the salvation of your own and 
others' souls. 

We are too feeble of sight to foresee or 
distinguish all the great consequences of little 
things. A single word may be the seed of 
some one's salvation. A single word may 
successftdly tempt a soul into departure from 
God. If we could trace the progress of our 
own spiritual life we should find, I doubt 
not, that little things have more to do with 
that progress than we have been used to 
think. '' The path of the just is as a shining 
light which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.""" The progress has been gra- 
dual, perhaps slow. Little opportunities have 
been seized, and imconsciously .gathered up, 
xmtil becoming more frequent, and more im- 
portant in their effects, they have led on to a 
habit of holier living. Or, on the other 
hand, little opportunities have been neglected, 
and one by one idle and evil habits crept in, 
and so tne soul grew stagnant and dead. 
The servant to whom ten talents were en- 
trusted did his Master's will, and earned a 
reward. But he to whom one talent only 

r Prov. If. 16. 



198 THE FRAGMENTS THAT BEMADT. 

was entrusted, neglected his opportunitiei^ 
and was punished for his contempt of smati 
things. Although we fear that oxir service is 
too little to be worthy Him, let tis render it 
nevertheless. He will not suffer it to be lost. 
The two mites of the poor widow were more 
in the eyes of the Lord than the abundance 
cast in by the rich. 

The same rule will hold good in those littike 
acts of service which we are enabled and 
permitted to offer to our needy brothers and 
sisters. However limited our means and op- 
portunities we surely can all do something. 
Assistance, advice, sympathy, may be be- 
stowed, to a greater or less degree. What- 
ever is given in His Name, be it only a cup 
of cold water, shall in no wise lose its reward. 
For the Lord judgeth according to that a man 
has, not according to that he has not. At 
any rate, intercessory prayer is within the 
power of all, even the youngest child, to 
give ; and who will venture to limit the effect 
of prayer ? It must do good ; if not to those 
for whom it is offered, yet at least bringing 
us near to God it will benefit us who offer it) 
returning back with blessing into our own 
bosom. So we shall have our reward. 

And then, to apply the words of the text to 
our own lives ; how shall we learn to value 
little things aright, and gathering up the 
fragments that remain treasure them to our 
own profit ? Perhaps our present life is but 
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fte scattered fragments of a better past. God 
only knows the secrets of our hearts, how 
often we shatter the new creation of God, 
created anew after the image of His dear 
Son. There may have been times in our life 
when we have felt that all was lost. Then 
the enemy of our souls was tempting us to 
despair. Yet these words of the Lord Jesus 
will inspire us with new courage. That no- 
thing be lost ! He Who was so careful of the 
broken meat of earthly elements will not 
lightly sujffer that soul to be lost which He 
has created for His glory, and for which He 
has died upon the Oross. The mirror which 
once reflected His image is dashed in pieces. 
He bids us repair the mischief. He helps us 
to do so, to recall the memories of our better 
self, our old faith in Him, our old abhorrence 
of evil, our old conviction that He is the 
chiefest and the only good. Awakening the 
heart to the sense of its loss He can convert 
it to Himself. His Holy Spirit gathers to- 
gether one by one the former holy affections, 
imtil that which a little while ago seemed 
wasted, broken, useless, and lost for ever, is 
by His care recovered and restored. 

Or again, if our former life has never suffer- 
ed thus, if His work in us has never been so 
wholly injured, still we cannot answer Him 
as regards all His gifts. We dare not say 
that they have been employed as His disci- 
ples employed the five loaves and two fishes, 
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to the blessing of thousands, and the enrich^ 
ing of ourselves. His lesser gifts haye been 
lost because we undervalued them. His 
greater gifts have remained imemployed be- 
cause we feared to wield them, lest we should 
offend by presumption, or sink imder the 
heavy responsibility. Unfaithful stewards, 
and unprofitable servants, we have left otti 
work undone, and hidden our talent in the 
earth. Most of all in the retrospect of past 
years we must dread the guilt of tune wasted, 
misemployed, and lost. That is the talent 
common to us all, which we have all mis- 
used. How shall we gather up the frag- 
ments ? How redeem the time ? It will be 
more than sufficient difficulty to employ the 
future aright. And that rature — ^where is 
it ? Shall we ever have it to employ ? 

This appears to be the last, and the siun- 
mary of the lessons of to-day's Gospel. The 
end of the year is approaching. We are so 
much nearer death, so much nearer the end 
of the world and the Lord's coming, so much 
nearer judgment. That which remains to us 
is but a fragment of time and grace. And 
the end of the Church's year has already 
arrived. Next week we turn back to be- 
^in her Calendar of Sundays afresh. Sun- 
Lay after Sunday the Church's Services have 
lea us on from the Lord's cradle at Bethlehem 
to His empty tomb, and the hill of the As- 
cension. She has taught us how to live that 
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through the grave and gate of death, we 
might pass to our joyful resurrection. We 
remember the great things we have heard, 
and mourn to think how little we have pro- 
gressed, if we have progressed at all. But 
woe to us, if we rest in vain musings, wring- 
ing our hands in idle regrets I We must go 
forward. Again we shall hear of the coming 
of the Lord ; again be exhorted to prepare 
ourselves to meet Him. We must gather up 
the fragments that remain. They may be 
happy memories of the Bread of Life and 
the Living Water, of help and comfort sup- 
plied, of His abiding Presence, of victory 
and progress. Gather them up. Treasure 
them as earnests of fuller supplies of heavenly 
food, of larger help and comfort, of the con- 
tinuance of His Presence, of other victories 
and further progress. Or they may be bitter 
memories of temptations, ana cowardice, of 
treachery and defeat, of sadness, and loneli- 
ness, of presumption and denial of Jesus. 
Gather them up, yes, even these memories of 
your falls; lest you forget where you are, 
and how much you have to recover. There 
remains a great work to be done, and the 
time is short. Yet time enough, and more 
than enough, will be granted. Let ^' the 
time past suffice" for wavering and desertion, 
for idle pleasures, and sinful self-indulgence. 
He Who is ever merciful would have nothing 
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lost, least of all the. souls of His crc^tidh 
which He died to redeem. It is for nato 
entreat His help ; and then, gathering up the 
fragments of aught that is good and loving 
in our past Kves, gathering up every good 
impulse, every holy desire, gathering up 
every opportunity which He may hereafter 
give us, to " work out our salvation with fear 
and trembling."* However little we possess 
of any of these good gifts, we have at least 
as much time as the penitent thief had, who 
dying on the cross believed and received 
mercy. The fragment of his life, the last 
and least, was rescued and offered to his 
Lord, to his eternal gain. We, Brethren, 
are living in ftdl knowledge, in fiill privi- 
leges. Let us only make due use of them. 
A week spent in calm examination of the 
past, in prayer and resolution for the future, 
will be no bad preparation for the Advent of 
another Christian year. There we have, as 
it were, a fresh starting place. Happy we ! 
if by a true repentance we shall obtam from 
Him pardon and peace that we may serve 
Him with a quiet mind. Happy we ! if we 
can so employ the remaining years of our 
lives that nothing of His grace be lost by us, 
that none of us be lost at that day, but that 
kept by His Name here we may at last be 
gathered into that one flock where the Great 

8 1 Phil. ii. 12. 
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Shepherd shall feed His sheep for ever in the 
green pastures, and give them ever to drink 
of the Water of Life. 



SEEMON XIII. 



^xht, tj^je §onii af Winion ta His 

A FAREWELL SERMON. 
(Preached on Sunday Evening , June \2th, 1864.^ 



" There is neither Jew nor Greek r there is neither 
bond nor free ; there is neither male nor female ; for je 
are all one in Christ Jesus." — Gulations iii. 28. 

It has been said that order is heaven's first 
law, and we can well understand it. For 
heaven is the place where One perfectly wia« 
and mighty Mind orders all things, and whei?e 
aU things are obedient to that Divine order- 
ing. There is seen no hindrance or harming 
of another's work, no diversity of interests, 
no strife of purposes. But au, obedient to 
the one will of God which is beloved and 
adored by all, work together in one glorious 
harmony, order, and union. For Grod is aU, 
and in all. This, therefore, is the perfection 
of life in heaven, that perfect union reigns 
there producing perfect order, without one 
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single restless, selfish, rebellious, will setting 
itself against the Supreme Will, or separating 
itself from its fellows. This, too, is the per- 
fection, the glory, and blessedness of the 
Divine existence, that the Ever-blessed Three 
in One, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Three 
Persons and One God, are ever One in the 
decrees of their eternal counsels. One in 
the execution of their amazing works. God 
is One ; and in heaven all angels and arch- 
aiigels, cherubim and seraphim, and all the 
glorious creatures who dwell above with God, 
are but as one in their love and obedience to 
Him, in their love and fellowship with each 
other. 

So it should have been upon earth. The 
one counsel of God planned all things. The 
one will of God called them all into being. 
All were good, then, for all declared His 
glory ; all served Him ; all were in their 
place, and for a time fidfilled their purpose. 
But when sin entered into the world it 
brought a change. The world was broken, 
disordered, confused, ruinei By sin man 
separated himself from God. Disorder and 
confasion took possession of his nature, and 
soon extended themselves into all those things 
ever which he had dominion. For his sake 
the earth was cursed, and brought forth 
thorns and briers. For his sake the whole 
creation groaned and travailed in pain to- 
gether. A separate will was working in 

T 
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each, now that they were cut away from iiie 
one Will which alone could order all things 
in wisdom and harmony. Then man, having 
sinned against God in one offence, fell away 
very far from Him, desiring those things 
which God had forbidden, hating those things 
which God had commanded. God's Holy 
Spirit, Who had once guided the submissive 
heart of the unfallen Adam, now strove, ani 
strove in vain, with the rebellious, defianti, 
hearts of generation after generation. And 
iust as passion arrayed itself as^ainst pasffloa 
within the soul, so man aniyed himself 
against man in the world. None enquired 
after the place which God designed for himL 
None sought how he ought to walk, and to 
please God, in the vocation with which be 
was called, walking with God. Each sought!, 
rather, how he might please himself, taking 
his fill of pleasure. Men forgot that God had 
made them aU of one blood, that they were 
all members one of another, children of iiMb 
One Father of Whom the whole fiamily iii 
heaven and eairth is named. Cruelty and 
oppression spread over the whole earth. The 
lesson of righteous vengeance upon iniquity 
taught by the flood was soon forgotten. Ai 
soon as men multiplied again upon the eairth 
they divided themselves into nations, having 
separate interests, holding different creeds, 
and worshipping many gods in strange and 
varied worship. The fortune of war, the 
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mmy changes and chances of this mortal 
life, placed their barriers between rich and 
poor. The prisoner and the needy became 
the bondsmen of the conqueror and the 
affluent. The weakness of the woman ren- 
dered her, too often, little better than the 
tdave, or the plaything, of the man. Thus 
when the Son of God came into the world 
[He found confusion prevailing where God 
had created order, division where God had 
intended union. Mankind were not one, in 
union, but many, in disunion. For each put 
iiimself as it were in the place of God, doing 
that which was right in his own eves. Some 
bond of union must be found, therefore, if 
this disorder was to be remedied. There 
must be some gathering together, some knit- 
tang in one the children of God which were 
scattered abroad, if God's work was to be in 
any degree restored to its original beauty. , 

Dear Brethren, do not our own hearts wit- 
ness to this disorder within us, and without ? 
Have we not too much reason to grieve over 
the sorrows which the wickedness of men in- 
flicts upon their brothers ? The pure faith, 
and the loving laws, of Jesus have not yet so 
won upon the world as to control and to 
quell all evil passion. In our own peaceful 
prosperity we mourn over the slaughter of 
that civil war which in America is arraying 
brothers against brothers. We regret scarce?- 
ly less the war which, though slumbering for 

T 2 
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a time, has not yet ceased to threaten Europe. 
It is not so long ago that we had our own 
wars, our serious anxieties, our saddeaed 
homes. When St. Paul wrote the disorder 
and separation in the world was even worse. 
War was more terrible. The sword was less 
sparing than it is now ; the oppression of 
the conqueror far less merciftd. Out of the 
pride and selfishness of every man's heart a 
scorn and dislike of his neighbour had grown 
up. The Jew gloried in his knowledge of 
the one true God. He boasted that he was 
Abraham's seed, the inheritor of exceeding 
great and precious promises. He fondly 
looked back upon the ancient glories of his 
nation, and forward to the day when Messiah, 
the Son of David, should sit upon his Father^fi 
throne, and restore the kingdom to IsraeL 
The Greek, and the other Gentile nations 
who were like the Greek, civilized, educated, 
and polished, despised the Jew as ignorant 
and superstitious, as puffed up with empty 
expectations even while he lay prostrate and 
a captive at the feet of a Koman viceroy. 
The Greek despised the bigotry of the Jew. 
The Jew returned this contempt, as he saw 
the many idols of the Gentile worship, and 
contrasted the filthy fables of those fa^lse 
gods with the glorious records of the Gt>d of 
Israel. The Jew gloried in the mark upon 
his flesh wliich sealed him to the Almighty 
as a son and a servant in an unchangeable 
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covenant for ever. He clung the closer to the 
rites of a worship which had been paid for 
fifteen hundred years. On the other hand, 
the Greek, in his philosophy, his intellectual 
researches and guesses at truth, his play of 
fency, cared not for Creeds, and scarcely 
thought of worship except as gorgeous page- 
antry and ceremonial. He peopled earth, 
and air, and ocean, with bright beings half 
human, half divine ; and in mingled faith 
and fancy sought to them for favour and for 
aid. And, if perchance the Gentile bent 
himself to acknowledge the God of the Jews, 
not even then was the line of separation ob- 
literated, A partition wall divided him from 
the Jew in the worship of the temple. He 
was taught that, in spite of his faith and 
allegiance to the One True God, he was not 
really Abraham's seed, that he could never 
be fully an heir accordiug to the promise.* 

As there was religious separation through- 
out the world, so there was also social separa- 
tion. The Jew had at least learned one 
truth, namely that the value of a man did 
not depend altogether upon his possessions 
and his power. He recognized, or professed 
to recognize, a brother in every son of Abra- 
ham. But, in the heathen world, to be poor, 
or to be a captive, was almost to be a slave. 
Worldly wealth, power, magnificence, were 
the objects of universal worship. The poor, 

t Gal. iii. 28. 
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the helpless, and the friendless were despised 
and oppressed. The great truth that God 
was no respecter of persons had not been 
thoroughly learned even by the Jew. It had 
scarce been thought of by the heathen. The 
poet, whose words St. Paul quotes, " We too 
are God's offspring,"'' struck upon this trutibi 
indeed ; but few had received it ; fewer still 
acted upon it. The pride of every man exF 
alted itself against his neighbour^ every 
one seeking honour for himself. It was foiv 
gotten too that Grod had made the woman to 
be a helpmeet for the man. Sin had produced 
selfishness, and selfishness had produced pride, 
and so division. Men were not one among 
themselves; they were not one with Gtxl. 
And what wonder therefore if the lot of tibe 
poor and desolate was miserable indeed ? 

When the Son of God came into the world 
angel voices sang peace on earth, and good 
will towards men. As soon as He commenced 
His ministry He went about preaching peace^ 
and declaring the remedy for this disunion* 
By His own voice and by His disciples' voice, 
He taught the world to look forward to tihie 
time of the restitution of all things, to the 
good time when all divisions should cease, 
and the children of men be brought together 
in a life where all should be of one mind andr 
one soul, dwelling in perfect love. This, He 
shewed them, was the work set before Him, 

jx Acts zvii. 28. 
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lb restore all things; to gather together in 
ime all things both which are in heaven, and 
which are in earth ; to establish a bond of 
miion between all the children of men among 
themselves, and between them and Him Who 
is* the Father of all, the Almighty Creator of 
aiL That bond of perfect union. He shewed 
ihem, was His Flesh. He being truly Grod, 
ivhen He had taken upon Him our naiture, 
united God with man in His own person. 
This He shewed by His works, by His teach- 
ing, by the preaching and writing of His 
Apostles. But there were other truths to be 
preached together with the first, that all 
men are sons of God, and brethren one of 
another by virtue of their common human 
nature inherited firom Adam who was the 
son of God created in God's own image ; and 
iiiiat, again, by a new and living way, by 
&ith and Sacramental imion with Him Who 
is both God and Man, all men might be 
united together in Him in an eternal union 
with each other, and with God, in a better 
brotherhood, a more glorious and an eternal 
sonship. Henceforth there should be no more 
divisions, neither Jew nor Greek, circum- 
cision nor uncircmnsion, bond nor free, male 
nor female. There was to be one Body, one 
Spirit, one hope in which all were called, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all."^ Men were to be all one in 

V Bph. iv. 4—6. 
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« 

Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus was to be all, and 
in them all. 

So He sent forth His disciples, declaring 
that God was no respecter of persons, and 
that henceforth He made no diflference be- 
tween Jew and Gentile, purifying the hearts 
of all men by faith in Him ; declaring that 
henceforth neither circumcision nor imcir-t 
cumcision was anything, but the new crea- 
ture, the new creation by baptism into Christ 
Jesus ; that in every nation he that feared 
God, and worked righteousness was accepted 
of Him ; that all were children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus. They taught that tibte 
bond-servant was made free, being redeemed 
by the precious Blood of Christ ; that the 
freeman was Christ's slave, as bought with a 
price, that same price of His most precious 
Blood. They taught that husband and wife 
were alike esteemed before God as immortal 
souls, and as heirs together of the grace of 
life. They preached this especially, that tlie 
glory of man did not depend in the least 
upon the circumstances of his birth, but that 
every man might, by imion with Christ, the 
Word made Flesh, be made partaker of the 
Divine Nature ; that all, Jew and Gentile, 
barbarian and Sc3rthian, bond and fiee, male 
and female, were children of One Father, in 
One family, members one of another under 
Christ their Head. Henceforth earthly separ- 
ation was nothing. Death was nothing. AU 
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were one in Christ, Christ was all, and in 
aU. 

Oh ! most blessed union, as yet imperfectly 
realized by us, but still in some degree felt 
and believed, and cherished as a divine fact ! 
If we are in Christ nothing shall cut us off 
from communion one] with another in the 
blessed Commimion of Saints. 

Of that life in Christ St. Paul writes thus 
to the Colossians, ^^ As ye have therefore re- 
ceived Christ, so walk ye in Him, rooted and 
bmlt up in Him, and stablished in the faith as 
ye have been taught, aboimding therein with 
thaaksgiving."- The Christian, one in Christ 
with aU his fellow Christians, is to ^^ walk in 
Christ," to be "rooted in Christ," to be " built 
mp in Christ." We are to "walk in Christ." The 
phrase is Ml of meaning. It signifies life, 
motion, progress, according to His will. To 
walk in Christ is to hold fast by Him, to walk 
with Him, to go by the same road, towards 
the same end, and at the same pace with Him, 
watching His steps, taking no bye-paths, 
choosing no companions but such as have the 
mind of Christ, never idly slumbering, but 
patiently, resolutely, steadily, pressing for- 
ward with Him through all temptations, hin- 
drances, and sorrows, to the joy of the world 
to come, and the eternal blessedness of His 
presence. Then, again, the Christian is to be 
* ^rooted in Christ." This expression teaches 

^ Col. ii. 6, 7. 
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US of the personal life, the responsibility of 
each one. The tree of man's planting must 
strike its roots deep down if it would make 
strong and vigorous growth. Unless it do 
this all the care of the planter's hand wiU fail, 
all the genial sunshine and refreshing rain 
will be useless. Let the tree strike its roQi$ 
deep, deep down, with a multiplied aooid 
widely extending grasp, and then it will draw 
never-failing nourishment from sources which 
the parching wind cannot dry up, and may 
defy the storm. We have but a vain know* 
ledge of Christ unless we have received thb 
as one of the first principles of our spiritual 
life. We must be rooted in Christ. This of 
course must be our own doing with the help 
of His grace. I mean, that none other can 
do this lor us. No Church-membership, no 
fellowship with the purest and wisest, no 
knowledge of heavenly mysteries, no partak- 
ing of the Blessed Sacrament, will stand m 
the place of this, the growth of each Chris- 
tian's soul into Christ by love, by meditation, 
by obedience, by holiness in thought, word, 
and deed. Take hold of Him by your free 
and divinely inspired choice, obedient to the 
drawing of His love. Strengthen your hold 
upon Him day by day, putting forth the 
fibres of your heart, the secret energies of 
your will, drawing invisibly from Him the 
nourishment of hidden Me and spiritual 
growth. 
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But this individual life is not all. The 
Christian is indeed planted into Christ, rooted 
in Christ, but He is something more. He is 
^^builtup" in Him. We pass, in these words, 
from the idea of the soul's growth and nourish- 
ment through its own individual energies to 
the idea of union with other souls in some 
vast, and glorious, building. St. Paul is very 
fond of dwelling upon this thought. He loves 
to contemplate the Church of Christ ^s a 
whole building, vast, and various iq its ma- 
terials, fair and noble in its design, perfect in 
its xmity. He loves to think of each Chris- 
tian as a stone in that great building, im- 
perfect by himself, perfect in Christ's Church, 
and in Christ. There is no more separation, 
he writes to the Galatians, but all are one in 
Christ. There is no more separation, he 
writes to the Colossians, in the same words, 
but with this different conclusion, but Christ 
is all, and in all. The principle of union is 
said, you see, in one passage to be our 
dwelling in Christ ; in the other to be Christ's 
dwelling in us ; in both to be the mutual in- 
dwelling of Christ and His people. Baptism 
testifies of the first, planting us in Christ, 
making us all one in Him. Holy Com- 
mtmion testifies of the second, He thereby 
giving Himself to all, and being in all. 
The two texts, enforced as they are by so many 
Others, caution us against separating the two 
principles. To dwell exclusively upon the 
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union of the individual soul with Christ, 
apart from union with the One Body, fosters 
spiritual pride, self-will, and division. To 
speak only of the unity of the Body, regard- 
less of the living secret union of each mem- 
ber with the Head, is likely to produce for- 
malism and carelessness. The soul must be 
in Christ ; and Christ, Who is our life, must 
be in all. 

In writing thus to the Colossians concern- 
ing the union of the soul with Christ by its 
own root, and by its place as a living stone 
in His building, St. Paul assured them of his 
continual interest in their eternal welfare. 
He had written in the preceding verse, 
'' Though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I 
with you in spirit, joying and beholding 
your order, and the stedfastness of yom' 
faith in Chnst."^ These are words which any 
pastor of souls may take up, as he contem- 
plates his removal to another scene of labour. 
There are many expressions of the Apostle 
which he dares not use, conscious of his many 
shortcomings. Now that I address you for 
the last time, dear Brethren, as your own 
pastor, and look back upon a mmistry of 
tour years and a half, I feel more than ever 
how much need I have to pray God to de- 
liver me from blood-guiltiness, the guilt of 
the blood of souls. I feel how awftd are the 
threatenings of the great God upon the shep- 

X Col. ii. 5. 
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herds who foil in their duties. St. Paul 
could dare to say that he had declared to his 
disciples '' the whole counsel of Grod, that 
he had warned every one of them night and 
day with tears. "^ But what an inspired Apos- 
tle might venture to say, one who had seen in 
a vision the Lord Jesus, is not for us. If by 
my ministry the Lord has brought to any 
one of you the least instruction, the least 
comfort, help, encouragement, or correction, 
to His Name be the praise. For myself, 
Brethren, (if I may be permitted to speak of 
myself,) I would say only this. Pray for me, 
that after I have preached to others I myself 
may not be a castaway. Pray for me, that 
wherever I shall be called there the Word of 
God may have free utterance, and may draw 
them that hear me to love the Lord Jesus, 
and to look to Him, and Him alone, for sal- 
vation. I have to thank you for much for- 
bearance, for much kindness, for many ex- 
pressions of confidence and affection. Be 
sure that when absent in the body I shall be 
often thinking of you and praying for you, 
often present among you in spirit. Be sure 
that I shall rejoice indeed to hear of your 
order and the stedfastness of your faith in 
Christ. I trust that you have learned by 
this time to realize the preciousness of order, 
and the power of a stedfest feith. The 
Church of England has appeared to many 

f Acts XX. 27. 
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too cold in her services. Men complain some- 
times of her sameness, as if variety, and 
novelty, and excitement, were necessary to 
growth and stedfastness in holiness. But do 
they not make a great mistake ? Not always, 
perhaps, but in most instances, the kingdom 
of God Cometh not with observation. The 
eye cannot easily detect the daily rooting of 
the tree into the earth, or the gradual pro- 
gress of the building. My hope among you 
from the first has been, by using that order 
which our Church has established, by daily 
prayer and praise, and by frequent Com- 
munions, to help you to realize the power, 
and life, of the Church's quiet order, and 
stedfast faith. I have tried, in humble rever- 
ence, to carry out the system and order of 
our Church in their integrity, because I be- 
lieve with all my heart that God is with her 
of a truth, that she holds fast to Evangelical 
truth and Apostolical order, that, whatever 
her imperfections, she represents more faith- 
ftdly and exactly than any other religious 
bodfy the Church of Apostolic times. I be- 
lieve that as members of the Church of 
England, baptized by her ministry into 
Christ, taught by her Catechism and her 
Prayer-book the truth as it is in Jesus, wor- 
shipping with her Liturgy on our Kps, re- 
ceiving at her Altars the spiritual Food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of Christ 
our Saviour, we have received Christ, have 
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been planted into Him, possess grace to be 
rooted in Him, and built up in Him. I be- 
lieve t^at in her Communion we are one with 
Christ, one with all good and holy souls 
whom He has loved, in whom He has dwelt, 
drawing them to Himself. Perhaps it may- 
please the Lord, — ^who knows ? — to grant to 
our Church the blessed work of reconciling 
the differences which keep believers apart, 
to be the rallying centre aroimd which all 
who love the Liord Jesus Christ in sincerity 
may gather for the defence of the faitn 
once delivered imto the Saints, for the re- 
storation of Catholick unity. Some day, 
in the next world if not in this, the 
people of God will be gathered together in 
one. There will be no party names, no hard 
words, no coolness in their love, no suspicions 
nor misimderstandings, not even separation 
from the face of each other. 

Even now we enjoy something of that 
union which Christ came to establish. Friends 
separated on earth know that they are still 
near to each other in Christ. As the prayer 
of Cornelius at Caesarea mingled with the 
prayer of Peter at Joppa before the throne 
of grace, so the prayers of parted friends, of 
all God's people, mingle together for the ob- 
taining of His favour for each other as well 
as for themselves. 

And we have other points of union besides. 

u 2 
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*' 'Tis Bomething that we kneel and pray 
With loved ones nesur and far away ; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Hope, one Care, 
One form of words, one hour of Prayer j" • 

Best of all that we have one Blessed Com- 
nmnion of Christ's Body and Blood, by 
which we dwell in Christ, and Christ in usy 
we are one with Christ, and Christ with iis ; 
by which we are assured that "we are very 
members incorporate in Christ's mystical 
Body, which is the blessed company of aU 
faithful people." 

Dear Brethren, if we believe these words 
of our text, we shall rest assured that in spite 
even of the death of the body we shall still 
stand stand side by side, present together in 
spirit, that we are one in Christ Jesus. 

God grant that your order^ and the sted- 
fastness of your faith may never fail. God 
grant that whatever edification and building 
up of souls in Christ have been granted to 
any of us may endure imto the day of the 
Lord Jesus. God grant that you, and I, may 
be found in Christ, and be numbered with 
His Saints in glory everlasting. 

Again,. Brethren, I commend myself to 
your prayers. And I commend ^ou to God, 
and to the word of His grace which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inherit- 
ance among all them that are sanctified. 
May the God of peace make you perfect [in 
every good work to do His Will, working in 
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you that which is well pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

To Whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghost, Three Persons, and One God, be 
ascribed as is most due all honour, power, 
might, majesty, dominion and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 



PRAYERS FOR XJNITy. 



GOD, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our only Saviour, the Prince of Peace ; 
Give us grace seriously to lay to heart the 
great dangers we are in by our imhappy 
divisions. Take away all hatred and prejudice, 
and whatsoever else may hinder us from godly 
Union and Concord: that, as there is but 
one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of 
our Callmg, one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tism, one God and Father of us all, so we 
may henceforth be all of one heart, and of 
one soul, united in one holy bond of Truth 
and Peace, of Faith and Charity, and may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify Thee ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O LORD JESU CHRIST, Who saidst unto 
Thine Apostles, ^^ My Peace I leave with 
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you, My Peace I give unto you," regard not 
my sins, I beseech Thee, but the fiiitii of Thy 
Church, and grant her that peace and unity 
which is agreeable to Thy Will, Who livest 
and reignest Grod for ever and ever. Amen. 
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